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Collective Vision:  Concerning the UN Decade for People of African Ascent 

RECOGNITION, JUSTICE, DEVELOPMENT 

 

The Rastafari Movement UK has been ahead of the UN livicated Decade. 

1. The historic march of 2014 predated the UN declaration 

2. The theme of Reparation has become central to the UN declaration mandate 

3. Ongoing discussions re CARICOM’s 10-point plan have given the lead to 

community awareness on this issue in the UK 

4. RMUK’s collective work has set the pace for feed-forward on these issues to 

CARICOM, Caribbean nation-states, the Rastafari and Pan-African community, 

as well as the UN, whose vision has been integrated into plans for the future. 

Hence RECOGNITION should be the primary focus of alignment with the UN 

Decade, with the accent on self-repair and educational awareness. Research has 

proven that many youths (as well as adults) are unaware of the issues being 

focused upon, i.e. African history, both recent and ancestral: the fact that Africans 

gave civilization to the world is as important as the damage endured during 

centuries of enslavement. Both aspects should be given due focus so as to arrive 

at a balanced overview of global history. Having been fed a distorted and 

disfigured image of ourselves we have to regain self-recognition in the mirror of 

history by redefining both our massive contributions and heinous misfortunes in a 

holistic perspective. This may be a 3-year projection. 2015-18 

 

Only then can we create a secure platform and foundation for JUSTICE as a 

sustainable objective. The quest for a level playing-field is dependent on self-

knowledge, self-repair and recognition of ourselves in the eye of history. By 

pursuing multiple objectives simultaneously we run the risk of burn-out, 

confusion and non-sustainability. Our capacity is not limitless – neither as an 

organization, a community or a people. Leadership is a spearhead with clearly 

defined objectives that require a momentum of credibility through progressive 
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achievement. Our propensity for taking on too much is the product of frustrated 

hopes rather than clearly defined vision. Hence the guidelines of the UN may give 

us a disciplined context for the longevity of our mission. Justice may be a 3-year 

imperative. 2019-21 

 

DEVELOPMENT - if it is to be sustainable – is the fruit of self-knowledge 

(RECOGNITION), processed and programmed through the lens of JUSTICE, to 

become inevitable. The 3-part agenda necessarily leads to, and concludes in, 

DEVELOPMENT. Recognition and Justice are in fact aspects of SELF-

DEVELOPMENT, which promote the final stage of ACHIEVEMENT. His Majesty 

counsels us to acquire credibility by doing the achievable so as to attract the 

collective momentum that is desirable for victory. Our 10-year vision should be 

fashioned on His Almighty guidance that took Ethiopia with infinite patience and 

astute statesmanship from its ‘primitive’ state to stake its place among the 

modern nations of the world during his tenure as Regent and Emperor.  Our 

objectives will always overlap to some extent, but the deployment of energies 

and prioritization of focus will have an enduring impact on coordination of the 

upward Black thrust in a singular and harmonious direction. The emphasis on 

Development can be scheduled for 2022-25 and beyond. 

 

Summary 

Very few grassroots socio-political movements have been able to sustain their 

promise or momentum beyond a limited time-frame. The UNIA’s heyday may 

have endured no more than 5 years. The Civil Rights movement also had a limited 

effective shelf-life. So too the Black Power Movement. Pan-Africanism exists 

today without the verve and power of the decades 1940-1960 that brought 

‘independence’ to the developing world. 

The challenge to Rastafari as a movement is to sustain its incredible rise as a force 

for change (85 years), for equal rights and justice in today’s world. When the 

League of Nations foundered on the Ethiopian question, His Majesty set the 

blueprint for the UN and later on, for the AU. Rastafari is a living embodiment of 

the traits and moral standards of both organs. Rastafari in the UK has the capacity 



and potential to lead the Black (and international) world to a new pinnacle of 

realization based on self-repair, equity and justice, with peaceful development as 

an ultimate aim. To do that InI must become something new, as His Majesty says, 

something that our conditioning, environment and expectation have ill-prepared 

us for. Are InI capable of fulfilling His vision? Can David realistically conquer 

Goliath in the 21st century? 

SB 
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See also news from the Rastafari Movement UK 
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