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History of Africa Liberation Day
How it all began 

 

IIIIn 1884 the Berlin Conference was 

held.  This was when the 

European powers united to divide 

Africa and its lands among them- 

selves. It was at this conference 

when it was decided that France, 

Britain, Portugal, Spain, Belgium and Germany would 

be the colonizers and oppressors of Africa and the 

Black Race.  And it was so.  Africa ended up being 

divided and colonized by these countries.  

rule" was the tactic these countries used to divide the 

unity amongst Africans and keep them enslaved.  The 

colonizers knew that if the Black race united, they 

wouldn’t be able to maintain their system of slavery 

that they would have to give up that which they took 

by bribery and armed force. 

 

A little less than a century later, black people in the 

Diaspora would come up with a system of unity that 

would disrupt the detrimental mold of racial 
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A Message of Defense and Hope 

to an Enslaved and Oppressed 

Africa 
H.I.M speaks against apartheid and racia

TTTThe spectre of racial discrimination which has for so 

long cast its dark and evil shadow over much of this 

globe is slowly disappearing. Men are coming 

increasingly to be judged by their talents and abilities 

rather than the less meaningful and far more 

superficial standards of race and religion. But there yet 

remain those who in their bigotry and ignorance resist 

this flooding tide, and it is against these that our 

efforts must be directed. 

Emperor Haile Sellassie of Ethiopia

"The struggle to win for our brothers in South Africa 

that status as free men, free to stand heads high 

among free men as equals, which so many million of 

Asians and Africans have attained but yesterday, goes 

on. Our duty is not discharged, our course is not run, 

our victory not won so long as apartheid, the

illegitimized policy of the Government of South Africa, 

prevails in any area of the world.

"In South Africa an attempt has been made to legislate 
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discrimination that black people found themselves in.  

In the 1920’s, the Garvey Movement would set the 

foundations for "African Awakening" in the minds of 

conscious Africans born and living in the Diaspora

to slavery. Marcus Mosiah Garvey had formed

(Universal Negro Improvement Association

slogan, "One God, One Aim, One Destiny

Africans not on the soil that they too are African and 

should strive by all means to take pride in the 

continent, and in their God. This organization

meant to bring a consciousness in black people 

the importance of coming together in unity to fight 

racial discrimination, to realize that even though they 

are not born on the continent, they are still African

 

It was in 1963 that His Imperial Majesty

Haile Sellassie I became the Founding Father of the 

Organization of African Unity (O.A.U).  Many African 

Leaders (31 Heads of State to be exact) came together

in unity on the 25
th

 of May (of the same year) to form 

the O.A.U and to fight as one for the Liberation of all 

African States.  The original date for African Liberation 

Day (which was first coined African Freedom Day) was 

the 15
th

 of April.   

 

This was due to the leader’s aim and vision for this 

organization which was to unite Africans and have 

them break free of European domination and white 

supremacy.  They had come to the enlightenment 

that "those who control Africa, control the world

 

 

By Sister Tsholofelo Shounyane 
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Ethiopia’s Liberation from Italy
Times of war 

Recently, Italy conquered us unjustly and the world’s 

women should hear the voice of the Ethiopian people.  

Even though the world women are living in different 

countries, with different climate, all women are i

related with the same will and objectives.  War is 

distress and trouble of mankind, for women 

throughout the world of different race and religion.  

The act of violence war victimizes their husbands, 

brothers and children.  War is a destruction of the 

family and can make people immigrant.  So women 

are against war.  

Empress Waizero Menen

 

"We know that all Italian mothers and barren women 

may worry about the war, since war is good for 

nothing.  Therefore, all women found in the world 

should prevent the war before it brings trouble and 

distress.  They should collaborate their voices and 

request to avoid the war before the bloodshed comes 

on both sides.  Ethiopia does not think to take part in 

a violent conflict, her wish is to maintain peace.  

Ethiopia tried to settle the dispute peacefully from 

the early months.  In every aspect Ethiopia has done 

her best. So we are mentally free.

 

"Ethiopian people welcomed any foreign guests who 

came to work peacefully and innocently.  Ethiopian 

people’s good hospitality to foreigners has been 

narrated in the history of the world.  However, one 
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State which is a neighbor to Ethiopia is trying to take 

control and to rule.  Ethiopia is always on the line of 

peace, while the rival State is looking only in its own 

interest.  The enemy deployed its army and based 

around our country to kill our women’s husbands, 

children, brothers.  Our people live working peacefully 

being God fearing, but the enemy is trying to 

devastate the wealth of the country, and destroy our 

families, in the name of modernization.  We pray to 

God not to face such kind of distress and destruction 

if the so called modernization brings such affliction. 

 

"Hence the Association which is established for the 

purpose of peace by women the world over may exert 

influence to bring peace and stability.  Let us not 

hesitate so that the World Women Association may 

contribute as much as possible to settle this conflict 

peacefully.  We pray to God for the Association to 

accomplish its mission.  We hope the actions of the 

Association may bring fruitful results, to preserve 

peace and security in our country. 

 

"Nonetheless, if the war is started, we women should 

treat the wounded and minimize the trouble of war.  

Women living all over the world who stand for peace 

can help us during the time of war.  We know that 

these women assist the sacrificed patriot’s family.  All 

women of the world should struggle to bring peace 

and justice.  We hope Government officials may be 

guided in the line of God, We pray for this and that 

you may collaborate with Us in this effort. " 

 

By Her Imperial Majesty Empress Waizero Menen spoken 

on Her behalf by Princess Tsehai. 

 

the inequality of the races. This attempt is doomed to 

failure. We here are all pledged not to pause in this 

strife until its emptiness and mockery are revealed for 

all to see, and those who have used it for their own 

purposes have abjured this doctrine which is an insult 

to all men and to Almighty God in whose image we 

are created. But at the same time let us not bemuse 

ourselves with the notion that it is any more possible 

to legislate equality, for these matters concern 

attitudes and values over which intellect sadly 

exercises but little control. 

"Let us not recoil in hatred against those who, even 

while protecting their freedom from bias and 

prejudice, reveal by their actions that the poison of 

racial discrimination has left its lasting effects, and by 

this reaction reveal that we, no less than they are 

prey to unreasoning emotion, that we, no less than 

they are susceptible to that virus which is called 

intolerance. 

"Apartheid must be discredited. The African States 

have already imposed direct sanctions in the 

economic and diplomatic fields as an attempt to 

influence the policies of South Africa and to convince 

the South African leaders that it is in no sense in their 

interest longer to adhere to this policy. We should, 

during this conference, consider if there are not 

additional measures which we may adopt to speed 

the inevitable day when the policy of racial 

discrimination and the principle of apartheid are 

discredited and abandoned. Let us take pride in the 

fact that as free men we attack and abhor racial 

discrimination on principle wherever it is found and in 

whatever guise. We can, in addition to the economic 

pressures of which we dispose, bring our moral 

weight to bear and rally world opinion to our cause by 

revealing the brutality, the inhumanity, the inherent 

viciousness, and the evil represented by this policy. 

" It is only natural for man to strive towards a better 

life. To wish to educate his children while he himself 

was uneducated. To desire to shelter and clothe them 

while he himself was naked and scourged by the 

elements. To strive to spare them from the cruel 

diseases by which he himself was ravaged. But when 

these ends are realized at the expense of others, at 

the cost of their degradation and poverty, these 

desires which are not intrinsically immoral or 

pernicious in themselves must be frustrated; and the 
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O.A.U. 
Organization of African Unity 

TTTThe Organization of African Unity, is an organization 

which the people of our vast continent have 

established with a view to performing certain specific 

tasks.   

 

"Briefly speaking, the organization is established for 

the purpose of protecting in a better fashion, the 

independence of African States.   

 

"It is also meant to expedite the economic and social 

progress through cooperation of African peoples. It 
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means by which these otherwise legitimate ends are 

sought to be attained must be scorned and shunned. 

"We ourselves, the non-aligned nations of the world, 

seek no less than others these same objectives. And it 

is not by mere chance that we also count among our 

number the great majority of the underdeveloped 

nations of the world. For not until the directions and 

determination of man's fate is firmly within his own 

grasp can he devote the totality of his strength to his 

own good..."   

 

By His Imperial Majesty Haile Sellassie I:  King of kings and 

Lord of lords. 
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Africa which suffer not at all by comparison with 

those of other continents. In those centuries, 

Africans were politically free and economically 

independent. Their social patterns were their own 

and their cultures truly indigenous. 

 

"The obscurity which enshrouds the centuries which 

elapsed between those earliest days and the 

rediscovery of Africa is being gradually dispersed.  

What is certain is that during those long years 

Africans were born, lived and died. Men on other 

parts of this earth occupied themselves with their 

own concerns and, in their conceit, proclaimed that 

the world began and ended at their horizons. All 

unknown to them, Africa developed in its own 

pattern, growing in its own life and, in the 

Nineteenth Century, finally re-emerged into the 

world's consciousness. The events of the past 

hundred and fifty years require no extended 

recitation from us.  

 

"The period of colonialism into which we were 

plunged culminated with our continent fettered and 

bound; with our once proud and free peoples 

reduced to humiliation and slavery; with Africans 

terrain cross-hatched and checker -boarded by 

artificial and arbitrary boundaries Many of us, during 

those bitter yearn were overwhelmed in battle, and 

those who escaped conquest did so at the costs of 

desperate resistance and bloodshed. Others were 

sold into bondage as the price extracted by the 

colonialists for the 'protection' which they extended 

and the possessions of which they disposed.   Africa 
was a physical resource to be exploited and Africans 

were chattels to be purchased bodily or, at best, 

peoples to be reduced to vassalage and lackey hood.   

Africa was the market for the produce of other 

nations and the source of the raw materials with 

which their factories were fed.   

 

"Today, Africa has emerged from this dark passage, 

Our Armageddon is past. Africa has been reborn as a 

free continent and Africans have been reborn as free 

men. The blood that was shed and the sufferings 

that were endured are today Africa's advocates for 

freedom and unity…" 

 

By His Imperial Majesty Haile Sellassie I:  King of kings and 

Lord of lords. 

 

To read more go to: 

http://www.rastafarispeaks.com/Selassie/Unity.html 

 

also has the important task of assisting in the 

maintenance of international peace and security. 

 

"We know that unity can be and has been attained 

among men of the most disparate origins, that 

difference of race, of religion, of culture, of tradition, 

are no insurmountable obstacles to the coming 

together of peoples. 

 

"We stand today on the stage of world affairs, before 

the audience of world opinion. We have come 

together to assert our role in the direction of world 

affairs and to discharge our duty to the great 

continent whose two hundred and fifty million people 

we lead. Africa is today at mid-course, in transition 

from the Africa of Yesterday to the Africa of 

Tomorrow. Even as we stand here, we move from the 

past into the future.  The task on which we have 

embarked, the making of Africa, will not wait we must 

act, to shape and mould the future and leave our 

imprint on events as they pass into history.   

 

"We seek, at this meeting, to determine whether we 

are going and to chart the course of our destiny. It is 

no less important that we know whence we came. An 

awareness of our past is essential to the 

establishment our personality and our identity as 

Africans.  

 

"This world was not crested piecemeal.  Africa was 

born no later and no earlier than any other 

geographical area on this globe. Africans, no more 

and no less than other men, possess all human 

attributes, talents and deficiencies, virtues and faults. 

Thousands of years ago, civilizations flourished in 
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