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MARCUS MOSIAH GARVEY 

Centenary of U.N.I.A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Universal Negro Improvement Association 
 
 

As Marcus Garvey returned to Jamaica in 1914, after four years in Central America 
and Europe, he came upon the autobiography of Booker T. Was- 
 hington, the conservative dean of American black leaders. It 
was while reading Up from Slavery, Garvey said, that he deve- 
loped his vision for the Universal Negro Improvement Associa- 
tion. "Where is the black man's government?" Garvey asked 
himself. "Where is his King and his kingdom? Where is his Presi- 
dent, his ambassador, his country, his men of big affairs? I 
could not find them," he said, "and then I declared, 'I will help 
to make them.'" 

 

On July 20, 1914, Marcus Garvey, at the age of twenty-eight, founded the Universal 

Negro Improvement Association. The U.N.I.A. was originally conceived as a bene- 

volent or fraternal reform association dedicated to racial uplift and the establishment 

of educational and industrial opportunities for blacks, taking Booker T. Washington's 

Tuskegee Institute as a model. The U.N.I.A. floundered in Jamaica. But shortly after 

Garvey's relocation to Harlem in 1916, New York became the headquarters of the 

movement. The Harlem branch started with 17 members meeting in a dingy base- 

ment. But by the spring of 1918, Garvey's strong advocacy of black economic and po- 

litical independence had taken hold, and U.N.I.A. branches and divisions were sprin- 

ging up in cities and towns across the country, and then in different parts of the 

world. 

By 1920 Garvey claimed nearly a thousand local divisions in the United States, the 
Caribbean, Central America, Canada and Africa. Garvey's followers were largely ordi- 
nary people, described by the Baltimore Observer as "cooks, porters, hodcarriers, and 
washwomen," and said Garvey should have on the official seal of the empire "a 
washtub, a frying pan, a bailhook and a mop." Large branch meetings were like reli- 
gious revivals, with entire families gathering for a day of debates, fashion shows, clas- 
sical music, plays and vaudeville acts. Garvey gave his followers, who were disposses- 
sed in the broader society, a sense of belonging. The co-founder of the U.N.I.A 
was Amy Ashwood, who would later become Garvey’s first wife. 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/peopleevents/p_garvey.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/peopleevents/p_washington.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/peopleevents/p_washington.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/peopleevents/p_ashwood.html
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Men could join the African Legion. For young people, the 
U.N.I.A. Juvenile Division. And in the Black Cross Nurses and 
the Universal Motor Corps, the Garvey movement offered black 
women a place of their own. He created the red, black and 
green flag to symbolize black unity. And there were official 
U.N.I.A. slogans, prayers, poetry and songs. 

 
Garvey was known to rule the U.N.I.A. with an iron hand. He 
did not tolerate disagreement on even insignificant matters, 
and demanded complete loyalty from U.N.I.A. members. His 
autocratic style would over the years cause considerable dis- 
sention within the ranks, and turnover and defections among 
the U.N.I.A.'s top leadership. 

 

 
 
In addition to the internal problems of the Garvey movement, Garvey and the U.N.I.A. 
became targets of the Bureau of Investigation (the precursor to the FBI) in a cam- 
paign directed by the then up-and-coming J.Edgar Hoover. For five years beginning in 
1919, largely under Hoover's direction, Bureau of Investigation officers would report 
on U.N.I.A. activities in over two dozen cities. Hoover would also coordinate the ac- 
tions of at least seven federal government agencies investigating Garvey, in what 
some experts have called a personal vendetta. 

 
Membership in the U.N.I.A. declined after Garvey's 
incarceration for federal mail fraud between 1925 
and 1927, and his deportation in 1927 increased the factio- 
nalization within the movement. A new U.N.I.A. and African 
Communities League of the World, over which Garvey pre- 
sided, was incorporated at the 1929 U.N.I.A. convention in 
Kingston. It was distinguished from the rival U.N.I.A., Inc., in 
New York, headed by Fred A. Toote in 1929, and by Lionel 
Francis in 1931. Part of the American-based movement re- 
mained loyal to Garvey, notably the Garvey Club and the Ti- 
ger Division of New York. In 1935, after being deported from 
America and spending a few years in Jamaica, Garvey moved 
his headquarters to London. After his death in 1940, Gar- 
veyite loyalists elected a new slate of officers in New York, 
and the headquarters of the parent body was moved to Cle- 
veland under the direction of a new president general, James 
Stewart, who eventually relocated to Monrovia, Liberia. 

www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/peopleevents/e_unia.html 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/peopleevents/p_hoover.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/peopleevents/e_unia.html
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Amy Ashwood Garvey 

Amy Ashwood Garvey (10 January 1897 — 11 May 1969) was a Jamaican Pan-Africanist activist 

and the first wife of Marcus Garvey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amy Ashwood Garvey 
1897-1969 

Born in Port Antonio, lived in Panama, returned to Jamaica as a teenager, attended 
Westwood High School in Trelawney, where she met Marcus Garvey, with whom 
she founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) in 1914. 
Organised a women's section of the UNIA, and in 1918, she moved to the USA, as Garvey's 
aide and as Secretary of the UNIA's New York branch. Became a director of the Black Star 
Line Steamship Corporation and founded the Negro World newspaper. Moved to Britain 
and together with Ladipo Solanke founded the Nigerian Progress Union, and she later 
supported Solanke's West African Students’ Union. 
1924 - returned to New York, produced comedies with Sam Manning, a Trinidadian 
calypsonian who was one of the world's pioneering black recording artists. 
1934 - returned to London, and with Manning opened the Florence Mills Social Club, a jazz 
club which became a gathering spot for supporters of Pan-Africanism. 
Helped establish the International African Service Bureau and the London Afro-Women's 
Centre. Returned to New York and then Jamaica, where she was affiliated with J.A.G Smith’s 
political activities. 
1944 - returned to New York, joined the West Indies National Council and the Council on 
African Affairs and also campaigned for Adam Clayton Powell. 
She chaired the first session of the 5th Pan-African Congress in Manchester in 1945. 
1946 - Ashwood moved to Liberia for three years, where she began a relationship with 
the country's president, William Tubman. Returned to London, helped set up the Afro 
Peoples Centre in 1953. 
1958 - In the wake of the Notting Hill riots, she co-founded the Association for the Advance 
ment of Coloured People 
1959 - she chaired an enquiry into race relations following the murder of Kelso Cochrane in 
London, before returning to Africa in 1960. She later toured the Americas. 
She died in 1969, aged 72. 
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AMY EUPHEMIA JACQUES GARVEY 

31 December 1895 – 25, July 1973, was the Jamaican-born 

second wife of Marcus Garvey, and a journalist and activist 

in her own right. She was one of the pioneering Black wo- 

men journalists and publishers of the 20th century. 
 
 

 
 Amy Euphemia Jacques Garvey , journalist and activist born in Kingston, Jamaica 

 1917 arrived in New York and became involved with publishing of The Negro World in Harlem in 
1918. 

 

 1919, she became the Secretary General of the UNIA, a post she held for over half a century 
proselytizing and propagating Garvey's philosophy of black consciousness, self-help and 
economic independence. 

1922, July 27 she married Garvey. She and Garvey had two sons, Marcus Jr. and Julius. 

 From 1924 to 1927 as Associate Editor of the paper, she added a page called "Our Women and What 
They Think". 

 She was primarily responsible for the publication in the 1923 and 1925 of both volumes of the 
Philosophy & Opinions of Marcus Garvey. 

 

 After her husband's death in 1940, she became a contributing editor to a journal, the African, 
published in Harlem in the 1940s. She also persevered, writing countless articles and letters in the 
struggle for black nationalism. 

 

 1944 she wrote “A Memorandum Correlative of Africa, West Indies and the Americas,” which she 
used to convince U.N. representatives to adopt an African Freedom Charter. 

1963 - Amy Jacques Garvey visited Nigeria as a guest of Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe who was being 
installed as that nation's first  Governor-General. 

 By 1963, she published her own book, Garvey and Garveyism and later published two collections 
of essays, “Black Power in America” and “The Impact of Garvey in Africa and Jamaica,” as well as 
a booklet, Black Power in America: The Power of the Human Spirit in 1968. 

 

 Her final work was the Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey volume III, written in 
conjunction with E.U. Essien-Udom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nigerian brothers and 

sisters in GARVEY 

clothes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sista Ijahnya Christian with Dr Julius GARVEY. 

(Photo by Dave Rodney) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcus_Garvey
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IJAHNYA CHRISTIAN 
Athlyi Rogers Pan-African Study Center 

Kabele 0.10/P. O. Box 633, Shashemene, Oromo Region, Ethiopia 

Email: ardiasporacenter@gmail Cel. +251(0) 92 192 9241   Skype: ijahnya.christian 

 

May 19, 2015 

H. E. Ambassador Ras L. Franklin Francis 
49 St. Mary’s Street 
St. John’s 
Antigua & Barbuda 

Your Excellency 

Re: Congratulations on your appointment as non-resident Ambassador to Ethiopia 

Warmest Greetings from the Land of Daily Miracles. It is with a mixture of pride and pleasure 
that I extend warmest congratulations to you on your recent appointment as Antigua and Bar- 
buda’s non-resident Ambassador to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. 

The Government of Antigua and Barbuda has conferred this honor upon you because they, 
like many, are confident of the quality of representation you will bring to this ambassador- 
ship. As an Ethiopian by culture, I am certain that you will bring the strength of that relation- 
ship to your post as well. 
 

Let me take this opportunity to express the hope that you will use every appropriate oppor- 
tunity to bring to attention, situation of CARICOM citizens who have repatriated and are resi- 
dent in Ethiopia. We strive to become permanent residents via a special mechanism that will 
recognize us as returning Africans. 
 

Though your itinerary may not be completely flexible I invite you to include a visit to the 
Shashemene Land Grant, when you travel to Ethiopia to present your letters of credence. The 
repatriated community in Shashemene would be interested in meeting you even informally, if 
your schedule does not permit the opportunity for a formal community meeting. Of course, 
the Nyahbinghi Tabernacle Center there, would be happy to provide accommodation if you 
can spend more than one day with us. 

Finally, please let me know if I can assist you in your role in any way and if there is anything I 
can add, to what I am sure are already excellent arrangements, please do not hesitate to ask. 

May the Most High JAH Ras Tafari grant you the wise mind and every other quality needed to 
make your ambassadorial stint as outstanding as the person you are. I look forward to wel- 
coming you to Ethiopia. 

Blessings of health, strength and one perfect love. 
 

 

 

Sister Ijahnya Christian 
Coordinator 

Copy -Caribbean Rastafari Organisation 
-Caribbean Pan-African Network 
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05/22/2015 

 PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

The Guyana Rastafari Council, on behalf of the Rastafari Community of Guyana, take this 

opportunity to extend congratulations to His Excellency President David A. Granger and the 

Honourable Prime Minister Moses Nagamootoo, on their recent victory at the 2015 National 

Elections. 

This victory would not have been possible without both leaders subsuming their individual 

interests and egos in support of the higher ideal and aspiration of National Unity. It serves as 

a testimony to the kind and quality of leadership that they bring to the service of the nation. 

As such, we feel that we speak for all Guyanese in saying that Guyana looks to the future 

with much confidence in the hope that has been cherished by generations that our full human 

and natural potential would one day be realized. 

So, as we commence this new chapter in our nation’s history, the Rastafari council as a rep- 

resentative of a faith based movement sees it fitting at this point to impart to our new leaders 

some advice imparted to us by our father Kedamawi Haile Selassie, that “the true leader is 

one who realizes by faith that he is an instrument in the hands of God, and dedicates himself 

to be a guide and inspirer of the nobler sentiments and aspirations of the people.” 

The Rastafari Council and Rastafari community of Guyana stand ready and willing to make 

our contribution to the process of achieving National Unity, Progress and Development. 

Congratulations once again. May Kedamawi Haile Selassie bless you and keep you; and 

make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May He lift up His countenance 

upon you and give you peace. 

 
 

Ras Simeon 

President 
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Empress Yejide NjamBi Parry 
 

Empress Yejide Parry creator and owner of the authentic movement 
Bac-2-my-Roots, is unstoppable! Yejide is an Ethnic, Afro-fashion de- 
signer, family herbalist, certified masseuse, loctician and natural hair 
culturist and is pursuing her love for Health and Wellness as a Naturo- 
path. 

 

From as far back as she can remember, she has had a love of “The Na- 
tural”. Raised in the mountainous area of Hamilton Estate in a family 
of Seventh day Adventists, they were taught to love nature, eat healthy 
wholesome foods, and to love and accept themselves for who they are. 
Days were spent cultivating the fields with corn, sweet potato, tannia, 
sorrel, pigeon peas, yams and other crops to feed the family. Her grand- 
mothers, Helen Parry (father’s side) and Susanna Boddie (mother’s 

side) were great teachers of “da Herbs”. From them, she learnt about many herbs and their 
uses. She remembers one grandmother rolling the back of the painkiller bush with a Bryson 
bottle to wrap her arthritic knee, and the other sending her into the backyard to collect worm 
bush or aloe vera for a “clean out” before school resumed after the long, adventurous summer 
vacation. 

 

At the early age of about thirteen her skills as a hair stylist were already blooming. She re- 
members having a notebook that she filled with various hairstyles for her high school days and 
also utilized them on people in her small village. Her classmates remember her styling other 
students hair in school during breaks and lunch periods. Often times she was sent by her mo- 
ther to “do the hair” of some person in the small community. 

 

After high school she immigrated to French St. Martin, where she studied computer science. It 
was while she lived in there, the love of fashion emerged. The French, known for their exqui- 
site taste and sophistication in their dresscode was what caught her attention. She began expe- 
rimenting with her own color coordination and blending of colors and fabrics, matching them 
with jewelry and other accessories. She especially liked the cultural and 
natural way in which the Rastafarians dressed, with their Afrikan prints, 
turbans or headwraps, long flowing skirts and beautiful sandals. She had 
also found her livity, her roots, and so she was re’born, RasTafari empress. 

 

She has since then been designing, but first ripping the runway as a Model. 
After about 10 years living in French St. Martin she returned home to her 
country of Nevis. She worked in the offshore banking world for a period of 
6 years, but her passion prevailed, and so in 2005 she opened the first 
DreadLoc and Natural hair care Salon in Nevis. Combined with her Fas- 
hion designing and her natural line of cosmetic products to compliment her 
salon, she was soon becoming a trendsetter. “Back then people were still a 
little opposed to DreadLocs and natural hair and what it represented” she says, “But all I saw 
were beautifulpeople that needed to know that they were beautiful in every way, and for them 
to embrace their naturalness: hair and skin.” She continued her intensive research into herbs 
and healing and gravitated to the Eden Life Center, situated in Church Ground, Nevis, where 
she was employed as a Chiropractor’s Assistant and Masseuse for 2 years. During her stint, 
she was exposed to different modalities of healing, for e.g Acupuncture, kinesiology, Reiki, 
and detoxification. Yejide is now pursuing a doctorate in traditional naturopathy. 



10  

Empress Yejide has learned to balance her passion and so is always at the core of Culture, 

as reflected by her RasTafari Livity. The Culturama Festival here on the island of Nevis has 

always over the years engaged her services whether as a designer, judge or hair stylist for 

their many competitions such as the culture queen pageant , teenage pageant and or Mr. 

cool contest, just to name a few. Her unique designs are sought after and have sold as far as 

Norway. Her design techniques include unique Afrikan prints, Tie dyes, batik, hair brushing 

and more 

Her business Bac-2-my-ROOTS, has since then moved from her Church Ground location 
to the heart of Charlestown. Now re-established under the name Bac-2-my-ROOTS Holis- 
tic Center. It is indeed what the doctor ordered! Going Bac-2-my-ROOTS, you will be 
amazed at what her passion for herbs and natural healing has to offer….the variety of ser- 
vices you will experience. After a hard weeks work you can book an appointment for a re- 
laxing full body therapeutic massage that is sure to leave you “JUST FLOATING ON AIR! 
or for those who need to put their best face forward, there are Herbal Facials that utilizes 
the goodness of mother nature. Local herbs and oils are a unique twist to these therapies. 
herbal manicures, pedicures and natural hair care, with a specialty in dread Locks, are just 
icing on the cake! 

 

Her love for the natural has also pushed her to create her very own line of natural hair and 
skin products, which includes hair oils, shampoos, lotions, foot scrubs, facial wash bath 
soaps and so much more, all made from local organic herbs and oils, NO CHEMICALS! 
Her products are now available at the 5 star four seasons Hotel, Nevis. They can also be 
purchased at her Charlestown location. 

 

Her vegetarian and ROOTS juice Bar will tantalize you with healthy and wholesome 
snacks, fresh juices, bush teas, smoothies and more. 

 

Free Health Consultations, are also available by calling this number 1 869 760 4177, or via 
email: bac2myroots@yahoo.com. ROCKING IT NATURAL is what she is about! 

 

This year Empress Yejide is taking it up a notch! She is journeying to Jamaica where she 
will be partnering with a local company there to open the Sankofa Wellness Center! It is 
located in the beautiful town of Mandeville, Manchester. Here, she will be delivering an 
exclusive service to her clientele, by appointments only. Her services will include an Orga- 
nic Juice Bar, herbal manicures & pedicures, massages, Organic body treatments, Sauna 
detoxification, and natural hair care. She notes : “Jamaica is a huge place, the market there 
is quite extensive and I have already felt the magnetic pull that is making my desire to take 
my natural hair and skin products and services to another level. It is also culturally rich 
with Arts & Crafts, Music, Traditional foods, People, Nature, Herbs…and more 
Herbs….Real roots! You are welcome to make the link via email: sankofawellness- 
center@gmail.com, on Facebook add the Sankofa Wellnesscenter, or call 1 876 294 7965. 

 

And so JAMDONG, Here I come!! 

Blessed Love and RasTafari Honour!!! 

Herbal baths 

mailto:bac2myroots@yahoo.com
mailto:center@gmail.com
mailto:center@gmail.com
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 THE RASTA WOMAN 

 By Sister Catherine Howell 
 
 
 

Rasta woman hair is her crown of glory, 

Natural and beautiful is her inner story, 

Some women wear makeup to enhance their beauty, 

Rasta woman enhances her soul through selfless duty. 

 

Some women work out everyday to look fly, 

Rasta woman treats her body as a temple of the Most High 

Some women strive to rise to power; 

Rasta women pour out love like a morning shower; 
 

 
Some women are verbose and presumptuous; 

 

 
Rasta women are humble and righteous. 

Some women make bad choices and suffer the consequences; 

Rasta women turn their lemons into lemon Aid and fortify all their defenses. 
 

 
Some women look for love in all the wrong places; 

Rasta women look for love within and share it with all races. 

Some women are confident because of money; 

A Rasta woman is self-reliant like the bee that makes honey 
 

 
Some women are recklessly promiscuous, provocative in their sexuality, 

Rasta women express self respect, discretion and clean morality; 

Some women feel fearless, that they alone can take on life's trials; 

Rasta women devote their life to Jah and count on Him all the while. 
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Caribbean Rastafari Organiza- 

tion’s report on the 2nd Caricom 

Reparations Conference. 

Antigua/Barbuda October 12th  to 14th 2014. 

Theme: An expert’s conference on Caribbean Reparations – 

Scientific engagement and community mobilization. 

Objectives: To workshop and intensify the scientific and popular 

discourse on the CRC’s ten point plan on Reparatory Justice. 

Aims: For regional experts to consider the ten point plan, cri- 

tique it, and expand and develop it where necessary. 

I traveled from St. Lucia to Antigua on Sunday 12th 

October (7.20 am) and arrived in Antigua at 10.30 am 

where I was met at the airport by King Frank I. We 

waited for the arrival of other Rastafari delegates 

from Barbados, Guyana and St. Kitts/Nevis. 

The opening ceremony took place on Sunday 12th Oc- 

tober from 5.00pm at the Multi-Purpose Cultural Cen- 

ter in St. Johns. 

The main speakers at the opening ceremony were 

Prof. Hilary Beckles, Mr. P.J. Patterson, PM Gaston 

Brown (Anu), Mr. Stanley Liauw Angie of Suriname 

(Indigenous peoples), Dr. Douglas Slater (Caricom sec- 

retariat) and Dr. Julius Garvey (son of Rt. Hon. Marcus 

M. Garvey) who delivered the feature address. Speeches were 

interspaced with cultural presentations by home grown artists. 

Prof. Beckles and Dr. Slater, in their presentations hinted that 

they “are now ready to stand upon the shoulders of the Rastafa- 

ri in their pursuit for Reparatory Justice”. However both were 

reminded that Rastafari will not allow them to stand upon “our 

shoulders”, for this campaign must be fought “shoulder to shoul- 

der” and not one upon the other’s shoulder. 

Dr. Garvey in his presentation reminded the Caricom heads that 

if they are serious about making any headway within the Repa- 

rations campaign, it must be done within a Pan African context. 

There must be a Global Reparations Commission in place and 

not just a Caricom Reparations Commission. It must include the 

African mainland as well as all the African diaspora of the world. 

Dr. Garvey went further to admonish the heads that they must 

not use Rastafari as any “window dressing”, but that they must 

have Rastafari integrally involved in the decision making pro- 

cess. 

Monday 13th October. 

Monday 13th October saw the passage of Tropical Storm 

“Gonzalo” doing untold damages to the island of Antigua/ 

Barbuda and causing a late start to the day’s proceedings. 

The Caribbean Rastafari Organization, as a regional body repre- 

senting the Rastafari community was invited to make a contri- 

bution in two of the seven round table discussions. Round Table 

1 – Faith Based 

Leaders for Reparations (Ras Bobby) and Round Table 5 – Com- 

munity Activists and Grassroots Organizations for Reparations 

(Bongo Wisely Tafari). 

The other Round Table discussions centered on the following: 

Round Table 2: Lawyers for Reparations. 

Round Table 3: Economists for Reparations. 

Round Table 4: Academics for Reparations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Round Table 6: Scientists for Reparations. 

Round Table 7: Journalists and Artists for Reparations. 
 

As a result of the passage of storm “Gonzalo” flights into Anti- 

gua were disrupted leaving a number of presenters stranded 

and unable to arrive in Antigua. There was some reshuffling of 

the day’s program to accommodate those who were present. 

Monday saw presentations from the lawyers, economists and 

academics. 

In my opinion, apart from the lawyers, most of the other pre- 

senters drifted from the topic at hand. Their presentations, 

though intellectually sound had little bearing on Reparations or 

the ten point plan submitted by the CRC. 

Tuesday 14th October. 

Due to the absence of some presenters, furthMONA 
 

er adjustments had to be done to catch up with the time lost on 

Monday. Round Tables 1 and 5 were joined into one table 

presentation and Round Table 7 abandoned due to the absence 

of expected presenters. The combination of tables 1 and 5 saw 

the two CRO presenters and one presenter representing FBO’s 

in Barbados making presentations. 
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The post lunch period saw the setting up of “Break out 

Groups” to make recommendations towards the ten points 

plan. Due to the limitation of time the groups had to rush their 

discussions to try and come up with appropriate recommen- 

dations within the given time. 

The conference came to an end with the closing plenary ses- 

sion dealing with the future role of Parliamentarians and Dip- 

lomats for Reparations followed by a press conference. 

We are still awaiting the official report emanating from this 

the 2nd Caricom Reparations Conference which will be circulat- 

ed upon receipt. 

 Observations/concerns: 

As far as the aims of the conference, as stated by the 

chairperson of the ABRSC, is concerned; very few of 

the regional experts dealt with the ten points plan, 

i.e. either to critique or expand upon where neces- 

sary. The CRO was the only presenters who analyzed 

the ten point plan in detail and made some changes/ 

recommendations to that presented by the CRC. 

This confirms the fact that long before the politicians and aca- 

demia showed any interest in the subject, Rastafari and other 

Pan Africanist groups have been spearheading the Reparations 

campaign, and we intend to maintain such momentum. We 

cannot afford to give in to the politicians and academia right 

now; we cannot afford to get weary right now. We must never 

cease the fyah, until Babylon walls fall down flat to the 

ground. 

Are those Caricom mandated NRC’s doomed to failure? 

Caricom has mandated the formation of NRCs in 

countries that had not yet establish Reparations 

Commissions as of July 2013. Very few of the NRCs 

have any budgetary allocations given to them in- 

order to be able to accomplish their given tasks. Is 

that not a recipe for failure? Presently there has 

been a very limited involvement/participation of 

grassroots organizations within the Reparations 

discourse. This was apparently evidence by the non 

-appearance of a number of invited (even locals) 

CSOs and Grassroots Organs at the conference. 

The approach taken by Leigh & Day, in recommending 

that the CRC use the CERD’s convention to claim 

for Reparations as against the route of the General 

Assembly of the United Nations. Most of the CSOs 

and Grassroots organizations of the region are not 

comfortable with the presence of Leigh & Day 

heading such a campaign. Isn’t that a continuation 

of the top down approach by Caricom? 

We observed that very little official recordings of the 

CRC’s proceedings were being done by the ABRSC 

or the Caricom Secretariat. Most of the recordings 

done were made by individuals in their private/ 

personal capacity. I am hoping that the ABRSC and 

the Caricom Secretariat will be able to get access to 

those recordings for the sake of documentation as 

well as to be able to report back to the various NRCs 

and other invited groups and individuals. 

The Guyana Nyahbinghi Council in collaboration with the 

Guyana Reparations Committee has agreed to host a 

Rastafari Conference on Reparations in April 2015. 

Give thanks for such news. Let us hope and pray that 

Rastafari in the region will be able to utilize this time 

and space to put in place the necessary structure/ 

secretariat that will be able to facilitate a united front 

for Rastafari in the region so that we can all speak 

with one voice on issues such as Reparations, Canna- 

bis Reforms, Repatriation, Community and Economic 

Developments etc. etc. 

Giving thanks and ises unto Qedamawi Haile Selassie & Em- 

press Menen who made it possible that I an I were present in 

Antigua to make representations on behalf of the Rastafari 

communities of the region. The CRO was represented by 

Chairman Bongo Wisely; Co-chair Ras Iral; PRO King Frank I; 

Ras Bone; Ras Bobby; Ras Dabo Penny and Ras Andre. We also 

welcomed the presence of Woziero Esther Gittens of the Guy- 

ana Nyahbinghi House, who is also the secretary of the Guy- 

ana Reparations Committee. We were also graced with the 

presence of Ras Miguel Lorne and Ras Michael Barnett from 

Jamaica. 

 

 
“Up you mighty race, you can accomplish that you will” 

M. M. Garvey 
 

 
Bongo Wisely Tafari 

Chairman / CRO. Tel: 1758-4546793; 1758-7206071. 
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 THE UWI MONA BEGINS MARIJUANA CULTIVATION 
 

The University of the West Indies, Mona is to begin the controlled 

growing of specific strains of marijuana in an attempt to identify 

the DNA profiles of the plants. The initiative will provide cannabis 

plants which can then be tested to determine how the different 

strains interact with the human body, identify best practices for 

growing marijuana as well as develop products which may be 

used in the treatment of various illnesses and 

diseases.This is one of the main outcomes 

which will follow from the signing of a Memo- 

randum of Understanding on Wednesday, July 

1, 2015 between The UWI, Mona and a US-based company Citiva Jamaica 

LLC. The MOU was signed by Professor Archibald McDonald, Pro Vice Chancellor and Principal 

of The UWI, Mona Campus, and CEO/Founder of Citiva Jamaica LLC, Mr. Josh Stanley, one of 

the largest marijuana growers and dispensary owners in Colorado, USA.The purpose of the 

MOU is to define the specific areas for fundamental academic research and collaboration bet- 

ween The UWI, Mona and Citiva Jamaica LLC which will result in the development of the medi- 

cal cannabis industry in Jamaica and internationally. The aim is to identify the biological and che- 

mical properties of Medical cannabis (or medical marijuana), with a view to determining how the 

plant works to treat disease or alleviate the symptoms of disease. In this regard, The UWI, Mo- 

na will utilize its capabilities in analytical botanical chemistry and biological areas for small scale, 

controlled research growth, focusing on all aspects of the strain, including growing conditions and 

DNA sequencing. 

 
Speaking at the signing ceremony, Professor McDonald stated that this was an important step for 

the University, since it followed on the granting of a licence to the institution to grow marijuana for 

research purposes. He noted that The UWI, Mona had always taken a lead role in marijuana 

research, pointing to the development of the drug Canasol, used in the treatment of glaucoma, 

and Asmasol, used for treating asthma, both of which had been developed within the Department 

of Pharmacology at Mona. The Principal added that this latest step would have a significant im- 

pact on the economy as it would result in the creation of significant employment opportunities 

across the island. 

 
In response, Mr. Stanley indicated that his company was seeking to provide cutting edge canna- 

binoid based products and to establish programmes to target illnesses and diseases including 

childhood epilepsy, cancer, central nervous 

disorders and other ailments. He remarked 

that marijuana-derived medication had already 

showed tremendous potential in the treatment 

of these illnesses; however long-term studies 

were necessary in order to determine the effi- 

cacy of the products. He said that The UWI, 

Mona would facilitate the necessary research. 

 
Office of the Campus Registrar Marketing, 

Recruitment & Communications, 
July 2, 2015 
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NATTY DREAD IN A BABYLON: 
 

Update from ICAR Barbados , 7, 13, 2015 
 

Reparations are the main focus of this update although a number 
of other activities in which ICAR has participated are reported. 
In Newsletter No 4, July-Sept 2012, Ras Iral, the Chair of CRO 

Sub-committee Reparations and Repatriation addressed the relevance of these issues to 
RastafarI because some of InI are not too clear about why this is important. At that time 
ICAR Barbados had already given priority to the issue since the International Year for 
People of African Descent by formalizing the ad hoc RastafarI Reparations Repatriation 
Working Group (RRRWG) with the objective of strengthening InI overstanding and reaso- 
ning on this matter within the House of Nyahbinghi as well as to engage in some concrete 
actions towards repatriation. 

 

Some long-term plans included: use of the magazine “Our African Heritage” being produ- 
ced by Ras Simba as a major communication tool; preparing ones and ones for repatriation 
by ensuring that InI have certified skills - as instructed by His Imperial Majesty; more vi- 
brant celebrations of Emancipation Day; annual RastafarI Trade Exposition and Fair; more 
conferencing and liaison with individual and organisations of Rases throughout the Disapo- 
ra; and, a Fact-Finding Mission to Africa to find out about Repatriation initiatives on the 
continent. 

 

The first action attempted, the “Training Programme”, did not attract the participation of 
Rases to the same extent that it received their blessings, their Facebook signatures and big 
time encouragement. A Rally of African Solidarity (RAS) was much better supported. Pro- 
gress is being made regarding liaising with other Rases and RastafarI organisations. At this 
time of writing a member of the RRRWG who is currently in London is making face to face 
linkages with Ras Shango Baku and the UK RastafarI Council. Ras Trini Levi, who serves 
on the Reparations Commission in Trinidad and Tobago as well as the All Mansions of Ras- 
tafari Council, recently visited and reasoned with RRRWG. As part of 2015 Earthlight cele- 
brations of His Imperial Majesty, a member of RRRWG will participate in the July 25 Ras- 
tafarI Sistrens Conference in St. Vincent. 

 

RRRWG became very visible with the resurgence of Reparations in the regions over the 
past two years. A RRRWG member serves on the official Reparations Task Force of Barba- 
dos. RRRWG mobilized across Mansions and prepared a “Position Paper of the RastafarI 
Community in Barbados” and was able to present it to the Chair of the Barbados Task Force 
in the presence of the CARICOM Reparations Commission during their January 2014 mee- 
ting at UWI Cave Hill. RRRWG was also able to dialogue with the CRC. In June 2014 
RRRWG also submitted the “Reparations for Settlement in Africa” (RSAP) project to the 
Barbados Task Force. The project had been shared with other members of the CRO delega- 
tion which participated in EWF’s African Liberation Day celebration, May 2014, in Marti- 
nique. The project was approved by the RastafarI community meeting held in Temple Yard 
in Barbados. 

 

RRRWG assisted in preparing the CRO power point presentation on the CARICOM 10 

Point Plan, and participated in the CARICOM Reparations Conference, Antigua 2014, toge- 

ther with Bongo Wisely and other Rases. RRRWG took the lead in converting this presenta- 

tion to a full article for publication in a journal as requested by the editorial group. 
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The article, which is available from CRO, is entitled “In the Whirlwind”. ICAR is also the 
CRO representative on the Caribbean Pan African Network (CPAN) and attended its recent 
meeting in Antigua which took place immediately after CARICOM’s Conference. ICAR is 
active in the follow-up Skype meetings of CPAN’s executive. 

 

RRRWG gave an update of its reparations related activities to the community during 2015 
African Liberation Day celebrations in Temple Yard. RRRWG participates in the local Pan 
African Coalition of Organisations (PACO) which has been formed to coordinate activities 
and pool resources for reparations outreach. This follows the coalition model that reparations 
activist organisations used successfully to get the United Nations to declare 2015-2024 the 
“Decade for Africans and People of African Descent”. RRRWG therefore had a pivotal role 
in PACO’s launch of the Decade, and has been contributing fully to the planning meetings to 
develop an action programme for implementation during the Decade. 

 

The impact of RastafarI participating in the two CARICOM conferences, in national forums, 
and in written submissions, is seen in the expansion from 6 areas of focus to a CRC 10 point 
plan. Repatriation and African centered Knowledge have been included due to InI persistent 
demands. InI also welcome the appointing of King Frank I as non-resident Ambassador to 
Ethiopia by the Government of Antigua. If RastafarI had remained aloof and not made strong 
representation at every opportunity such progress would not have been attained at the official 
level. InI are concerned however that RRRWG’s proposal for debt cancellation for Africa has 
been appropriated only to CARICOM. Also of concern is the fact that the ‘style and fashion’ 
of crediting RastafarI for standing firm on reparations is not matched by support for InI de- 
mand that the Heads of Governments apologize to InI for the state directed violence, social 
discrimination and other atrocities InI have endured. InI must continue to agitate until these 
matters are fully accomplished, especially as the RRRWG’s experience in dealing with offi- 
cials in Barbados as regards reparations has been less than satisfactory. The Chair of CRC, 
the Chair of the Reparations Task Force, the Minister of Culture under whose portfolio repa- 
rations is located, and the Attorney General have all avoided meeting on a one-on-one with 
RastafarI on issues raised in our submissions. These include: Apology, RSAP, linking with 
African Union, Legalization of Ganja, the article “In the Whirlwind”, and RastafarI Pro- 
gramme of Action for the Decade. This attitude is a reminder that InI could besidelined at 
any stage of the reparations process. InI must remain engaged and insist that reparations have 
been InI business from the inception. Natty Dread in a Babylon!! 

 

ICAR continues meanwhile to make its presence felt in various public arenas. Among other 
events, for example, ICAR also attended the Consultation on the Review and Update of the 
World Bank’s Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies, January 15, 2015, in view of InI 
special livity and the impacts that these international agencies can have on national level po- 
licies. ICAR participated in the National Conference on Juvenile Justice April 21-23. 2015. 
This forum which was concerned with reform of the legal system has implications for wider 
ranging reforms, good or bad, and removal of colonial laws that linger on the statutes. 

 

ICAR will participate, during July, in a review panel of the Commission for Pan African Af- 
fairs which will select persons from among a group of nominees, to receive the Oshe Emeka 
Award (Give thanks for Great Deeds) at a gala to be held on Marcus Garvey Day August 17. 
2015. This will be to honour those Pan-Africanists who have made an outstanding contribu- 
tion to developing the segment of Barbadian culture that is derived from Africa. 

 

Submitted by ICAR Barbados July 13, 2015 
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 RASTAFARI SISTREN’S CONFERENCE 

The first RastafarI Sistren’s Conference in St. Vincent was convened with the objective “to 

stimulate some discussion among Sistrens about where RastafarI is as a movement, where 

we want to be and how to get there”. Empress Ideisha Jackson with full support from Sister 

Takai and other sistrens worked hard to ensure a successful gathering. Much love and ises 

to the team of brethren in the kitchen kept the pot bubbling, the fruit juices flowing, and 

made sure that sistrens were nourished throughout the day. 

Twenty-seven adult sistrens, 2 youth dawtas, and 5 small youts attended the full day ses- 

sion which consisted of a feature address by Sis Keturah Babb, presentations by 3 sistrens 

concerning their trod, and a product demonstration by 1 sistren. Sistrens reasoned on var- 

ious matters affecting RastafarI and stress the correct way that Dawtas of Empress Menen 

should trod. Shortcomings in the administrative, economic, social, educational aspects of 

the Nyahbinghi House were highlighted and the following suggests for improvement made. 

Vacation Programmes – this is an opportunity for youts to be with each other 

Social club activities for adolescent youth to assist with their maturing process 

Afro centric Preschool 

Regular meeting of sistrens, in the mode of a Sistrens Council to discuss matters per- 

taining to woman 

Yoga and Nutrition class specifically for Sistrens 

All Mansions Family Days 

Regular fund-raising 

Sistrens are due to meet to make a formal report to the House and to decide which sugges- 

tions should be pursued first. Meanwhile the organizers are committed to a follow-up con- 

ference next year to assess the progress made. 
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C.R.O MEETING IN ST LUCIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caribbean Rastafari Organization’s Executive Meeting. 

27th, September, 2013 

PRESENT: Sis. Ashaya, Ras Iroy, Ras Marcus, King Frank I, Ras Levi, Ras Iral, Bongo Wisely, Sis. Sera’el 

After some opening Ises, the meeting began with Bongo Wisely proposing that each 

officer present a report on activities in their island. Ras Frank I begun with greetings 

from Wadadli and then outlined various activities ongoing there. He spoke of two im- 

portant things down for discussion: the report from the Reparations Conference in St. 

Vincent, and what should be done in terms of formulating a position on the herb – 

strike while the iron is hot. These (Reparations and Decriminalization of the herb) he 

would like to see Caricom Heads deliberate on when they meet soon. He also said that 

some form of communication be sent to the Prime Minister of St. Lucia, as we’re here. 

Frank I resumed his reasoning giving thanks for the truce presently in effect between 

the mansions (the two binghi camps) in Wadadli – Big Creek and Ras Freeman.  He 

spoke on ways they engage in to generate finance such as Ital food sales every week; 

importation and retailing of soya chunks, as well as medicinal herb runnings for specif- 

ic activities. He spoke on the current undertaking of construction of a tabernacle and 

that they see its completion as a sort of vanguard. Frank I spoke of the hurdle they’ve 

crossed in the chopping off of locks on entering jail, though the sisters are still subject- 

ed to the uncovering of the head for passport photos. Frank I cautioned that due to the 

dreadness of the times big congregations should not be expected. He said that in Anti- 

gua/Wadadli, RFUR’s registration has lapsed due to certain bureaucracy. The two Bin- 

ghi mansions on island _ Ras Freeman and Big Creek were not talking to each other but 

have recently reunited. Big Creek has opened a school for primary schoolers which is 

registered with the Ministry of Education. He said they’ve spent quite a sum on the 

construction of their tabernacle which is yet to be completed. He lamented on the low 

level of communication coming from Wadadli. As regarding the CRO account, there 

were some difficulties encountered in the past which made it difficult to access. Bro 

Frank I, then indicated how he sought the approval of the chairman and co-chair in uti- 

lizing $1000.00EC from the account to facilitate his travel to St. Lucia for the board 

meeting. 
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He brought forward a financial statement from the bank, indicating CRO’s financial 

position. $934.32EC is the present financial position of the CRO. He spoke of the lapse 

of registration of CRO and that we should seek legal counsel.  Wisely indicated that  he 

is presently in consultation with a local Rastafari lawyer who recently told him that 

CRO could not be registered as a non-profit organization. Frank I noted on the lull in 

local organizations. The general attitude toward CRO is still  favorable,  and  that as 

soon as they are in good standing hoping to resume their subscriptions to  CRO. 

Iral gave thanks for being in St.Lucia and seeing ones. He strengthened Frank I’s rea- 

soning, focusing on pressing issues  – reparations  and  decriminalization  of  the  herb.  He 

said  that  from  experience,  functioning  as  a  regional   body   is   difficult:   economics,   the 

high cost of travel is sometimes prohibitive. He suggested a set of cultural exchange 

programs be organized at national events seeing that we seem  to  energize  each  other 

when we meet (face to face communication). He conveyed love  from  the  House  in  Bar- 

bados, even as the  local  organization  (ICAR)  is  going  through  challenges.  He  said  that 

the reparations issue seems to be acting as a catalyst presently, to refocus the local or- 

ganization. Iral spoke of the need  to  have  the  organization  registered,  especially  as  we 

may    want    to    speak    on  reparations 

issue. He made reference to Sis Ke- 

turah’s work in civil society  and 

whom InI may call upon for advice as 

Bongo Wisely spoke of a hitch with 

registering CRO as a non-profit or- 

ganization. Ones felt he should get a 

second opinion. A meeting with the 

lawyer was stated as the best way 

forward. Ras Iral asked whether the 

organization can be registered in one 

country favorable to the non-profit 

stipulation   and   then   operate   in an- 

other. Frank I added that this situation should not impede InI from moving forward on 

certain issues. 

Ras Iral conveyed that during the International Year for People of Aafrican Descent 

(IYAD)-2011, ICAR-B’dos initiated a sub committee – the Rastafari Reparations & Re- 

patriation Working Group (RRRWG) which had as one of its main objectives to facilitate 

training programs that would empower brethrens and sistrens from the Rastafari and 

wider community in skills that would prepare InI along the journey of Reparations/ 

Repatriation. Topics such as Business Development, Public Relations, Event Planning, 

Information Technology, Legal issues re organization/small business etc, were intro- 

duced through a series of programs over a four month period. 

Despite a decline in interest during 2012, ICAR is now endeavouring to revive RRRWG 

at this time especially since the Reparations is currently at the governmental/ 

CARICOM level for discussion and also that Rastafari must let our voices be heard and 

taken seriously both nationally and regionally. 
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Ras Iroy gave thanks for being in St. Lucia amongst ones and for the renewed strength. 

He also thanked Marcus for the  strength  on  this  trod,  and  went  on  to  briefly  outline 

the activities underway in Nevis. He reported that the One Love organization is still op- 

erating where they do donations to schools, Black History  Month,  African  Liberation 

Day, etc. At the (CRO’s) last summit in Nevis they spoke of strengthening ties with 

mansions in St. Kitts. They’ve set up the ORU (Organization of Rastafari Unity) of 

which he (Ras Iroy) is the Chairman. They commute (Nevis to St. Kitts), holding meet- 

ings back and forth. They used CRO’s constitution to pattern theirs and they are now 

ready for membership in CRO. They’ve held two marches this year – a protest on Mar- 

cus Garvey day where they focused on the herb. They’re looking for input from CRO. 

He said they’ve sort of lapsed on fundraising although they run a Farmer’s Coop, hold- 

ing market days on the square. He spoke of the rift in St.  Kitts  and  Nevis  and  the 

passing of Ras Zambo and how it has impacted on the community; especially leaving a 

financial dent. They are looking into setting up an ital shop, a much needed venture 

presently. They are also looking to renovate a hall which in the past was used by Mar- 

cus Garvey but has fallen into ruin. He brought forward a publication from Sis Ijahnya 

being used for fundraising. He also reported that Ras Bobby is  presently  in  St.  Kitts 

doing some works and is planning on coming over to Nevis. 

Ras Markus asked for stronger com- 

munication within CRO. He  prays 

that the meeting will advance this 

cause. Reasoning ensued on the 

strides made in Nevis re exemption 

from immunization for Rastafari chil- 

dren. 

Sis Ashaya spoke of her organization 

“Rastafari Way” where they gather 

for Ises. Their main focus is on Or- 

ganic Agriculture where they’ve got a 

retailing of dried herbs in operation. 

They   intend   to   open   an   Ital   shop. 

She said there are many Rastafari youth awakening and it is their hope  to  unite. 

They’ve also produced a Rastafari calendar. On exhibit was a sample of their pack- 

aged dried herbs and calendar.  The works were lauded. 

Wisely spoke of the situation of ICAR in St. Lucia, briefly outlining what has led up to 

it being stagnant presently. He spoke of the dissolution of the past board where an in- 

terim committee was set up. He was Chairman of the IC. He spoke of the new execu- 

tive, which it never really functioned; bringing things to a low ebb. The new Executive 

refused to follow up on the report of the Interim Committee. Frank I asked of the pre- 

vailing attitude of ICAR members toward CRO to which Wisely responded by saying 

that it is still favorable by some. Frank I reiterated same sentiments in Wadadli.  Wise- 

ly spoke of the works of the Nyahbinghi House where an Elder’s Council has been  es- 

tablished to look after the affairs of the House. He also spoke of the Bobo House in St. 

Lucia who according to its Congress, will not join ICAR but has indicated their willing- 

ness to work together for the common good. 
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Levi said he’ll attempt to address the question of CRO and what it is doing. He said 

that organizations are supposed to have a program of  activity.  He  also  said  that  a 

needs assessment component is lacking in the local  organization  as  well  as  CRO,  and 

that it is important to know one’s needs in order to work hand in hand with the people 

being represented. He sees that CRO is supposed to have a regional program filtered 

down to the national program and that we must improve on our delivery program. 

He spoke of the lack  of  commitment  in  officers  at  the  organizational  level.  Levi 

said that ICAR has done a lot: we’ve held meetings with the Prime Minister, the Com- 

missioner of Police, etc. He spoke of a recent meeting with the Legal Affairs Minister 

who flatly refused to entertain the issue of the decriminalization of the herb, saying it’s 

not on the government’s agenda. He highlighted the works of the Binghi House, the 

structuring  of  the  administration.    He  made  mention  of  the  successful  Marcus   Garvey 

Day activity and the chaplaincy program where  every 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of the month, a delegation from the House 

visits the prison, ministering to the inmates. 

He also mentioned the $50,000 annual  contribution from 

the past government towards the Garvey Day activity which 

was the major catalyst for the downfall of the organization 

presently – issues dealing with lack of transparency and ac- 

countability of all funds. 

Marcus asked, what can CRO do for the local organizations? 

Wisely responded by saying that there is “His Majesty’s Service” program which offers 

some form of training/capacity building to its members upon request. National bodies 

need to communicate copies of their program of activities to CRO. Then can follow up 

action be expected. Frank I highlighted the example of Ras Bobby’s Health seminars in 

Antigua/Wadadli which has raised the profile of the local organization there. 

Wisely gave a brief report on the CRO from its formation to present, also tying in the 

works of the Millennium Council (MC)  and  how  the  two  organs  can  work  together. 

CRO has maintained an active Reparations and Repatriation Committee and the  News- 

letter publication. He spoke of the need to keep the Newsletter going. There have been 

some delays of late due to computer problems at the secretariat and by Sis Ashaya. In 

April 2013, CRO was officially accepted as a member of the CPDC (Caribbean Policy De- 

velopment Centre). This has linked CRO  with  the  Commonwealth  Foundation  which 

may present opportunities for capacity building for CRO’s members. CRO has also es- 

tablished good working relations with the CARICOM Secretariat. 

Frank I spoke of the reality of CRO having to interface with many organizations interna- 

tionally. He spoke of the Sizzla’s debacle with one organ wanting to represent the en- 

tire Rastafari nation.   We need to complement each other, he said. 

Levi asked of CRO’s position on the EWF Inc, who claims to be the sole custodian of the 

Shashamane land grant. Frank I responded that the antagonism which existed ten or 

fifteen years aback is no longer present. Presently CRO’s secretariat has a good  work- 

ing relationship with the international secretariat of the EWF Inc in New York, where 

they share information amongst each other. 
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The CRO has written to CARICOM seeking assistance in carrying out the Repatriation 

Census. Frank I commended the Newsletter and have committed to giving a greater in- 

put in its publication in the future. He also called for a greater presence in the regional 

and international media. Also a press release should be issued coming from this meet- 

ing. 

28th September, 2013 

Reasoning resumed in the evening with Bongo Wisely welcoming all to the continuation 

of the meeting which will concentrate mainly on the next day’s Reparations meeting. 

Frank I addressed the meeting on his recent trod to the St. Vincent’s Reparations Con- 

ference. He spoke of the recent mandate given to CARICOM Heads to establish Repara- 

tions  Commissions  in  each  island. 

He said we’ve reached a juncture now that Reparations issue is in the hands of the pol- 

itician. We need to make our  voices  be  heard  in  unison;  loud  and  clear.Frank  I  said 

that they have always been asking Baldwin Spencer (Prime Minister  of  Antigua)  to 

bring the Reparations issue to his CARICOM colleagues. In Wadadli they invited both 

Spencer and Ralph Gonsalves to address their  ALD  (African  Liberation  Day)  session. 

The Antiguan Reparations committee was started in 2007 and included  Rastafari  and 

other Pan-African groups in their activities. He said there was a heavy Rastafari pres- 

ence at the conference in St. Vincent. Bunny Wailer gave an electrifying performance 

at the opening ceremony which was televised and live streamed. The call went out for 

an apology from CARICOM Heads to Rastafari for past persecutions. Ralph Gonsalves 

invited three lawyers (Leigh Day & Co) who successfully represented the Mau Mau, in a 

recent reparations case to the gathering. There were some objections to their presence 

at the conference. They felt that Lord Anthony Gifford, who has done a lot of works of 

the Reparations issue would be a better option. He said that Ras Miguel Lorne pointed 

out the case against the Queen of England brought about by the EABIC (Bobo Shanti) 

who have done a lot of works in that aspect. Bro Miguel also noted that in the recent, 

past both Bruce Goldwin and Portia Simpson-Miller have declined to address the issue 

of Reparations. Kamlar Bissessar (Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago) said she was 

not convinced on the matter, but having seen the works of Sir Hilary Beckles she has 

had a change of heart. He suggested that the motion come from a parliamentary com- 

mittee – a bipartisan approach. Frank I and Jah Bones have both been on Antigua’s 

Reparations committee from 2007.  There  are  three  Rastas  including  Sister  Mitzie  on 

the Jamaica’s Reparations Commission. The evening of the last day of the conference 

saw the convening of a Rastafari caucus meeting of ones who attended the conference 

with the local Rastafari community.   The  meeting was very    fruitful. 

Wisely read an excerpt from “PARCOE” warning against the use of the law firm which 

Ralph Gonsalves brought in at the conference and gave a few other names of notable 

lawyers who can lead the claims. A lively reasoning ensued. Another aspect pertaining 

to Rastafari at the conference was the closer links with Africa and wider civil society in- 

volvement. At the end of conference Rastafari ones in attendance appointed Brother 

Jahlani to formulate a Rastafari position paper on Rastafari’s reaction and sentiments 

at the conference. Ras Frank I suggested we write to Gonsalves commending the con- 

ference and Rastafari works, highlighting how positioned InI are to work on the 
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Reparations issue and that CRO should be on the sub-committees appointed and local 

commissions. He noted the scanty presence of St. Lucia at the conference.  Other   cas- 

es of Reparations should be noted, example Germany and the Jews. Prime Minister 

Gonsalves who will assume the Chairmanship of CARICOM in January has promised to 

tackle both the Reparations and Decriminalization of Cannabis  issues. 

Sunday 29th  September, 2013. 

Sunday 29th saw the convening of an open house reasoning on “REPARATIONS” be- 

tween the executive council of the CRO and the wider Rastafari community in St. Lucia. 

The purpose of the meeting was: 

Introduction of CRO executive to local     community. 

Update local community with outcome of SVG’s Reparations conference. 

Get the local perspective re: Repatriation  with    Reparations. 

Highlight the works of CRO in relation to Repatriation with Repatriations. 

Discus  the  decriminalization/legalization  of  Cannabis. 

The meeting which was held at the Vieux-Fort Primary School, started at about 

5.30pm with prayers led by Bongo Wisely. He then started off by introducing the works 

of CRO to the community. Bongo Wisely then introduced the chairman of the CRO’s 

Reparations Committee, Bro Iral who chaired the discussions on Reparations. 

Bro Iral highlighted the works of the Reparations committee starting from the WCAR in 

South Afrika in 2001. He discussed the position paper on Repatriation presented by 

CRO at various institutions, e.g. Caricom, AU, GAC, and    UN. 

Bro Frank I, who was a member of the Antigua Reparations Commission at the SVG’s 

conference gave the gathering an update as to what transpired at the St. Vincent meet- 

ing. He indicated that the contributions of Rastafari towards keeping the Afrikan con- 

sciousness alive was highlighted at the meeting, but hinted that we should not feel sat- 

isfied with that but be willing to lead the charge as it relates to the Reparations cam- 

paign. He hinted as to the formation of a Caricom Reparations Commission (CRC) 

headed by professor Hilary Beckles of the UWI. Out of the Rastafari caucus came the 

need for an apology from our heads of governments towards the atrocities meted out to 

the Rastafari communities of the region. 

Priest Westmore of the EABIC addressed the gathering on the works of the EABIC as it 

relates to Repatriation with Reparations. He supported the call for an apology from our 

political leaders. He also highlighted the importance of education for our youths,  edu- 

cating ones on the values of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 

Priest Westmore spoke about the contributions of His Excellency Prince Charles Ed- 

wards of the EABIC in making representation to the UN, AU, ICJ and the Queen of Eng- 

land as it pertains to Repatriation. The importance of a repatriation census was also 

highlighted, noting that CRO has already written to the Caricom secretariat seeking as- 

sistance in facilitating a repatriation census in the region. An open discussion on repa- 

rations was facilitated to gather points from the audience  which  can  be  used  in  the 

road map to be presented by the CRO to the CRC. 



Issues emanating from the open discussions: 

The need to study more Afrikan   history. 

The importance of grass roots organs utilizing reparations. 

Methods  of  repatriation  –  do  we  integrate  or  segregate    up- 

on repatriation? 

The importance of proper housing and education to our 

people. 

Reparations campaign should not be left to the Rastafari community alone. 

The importance of an effective research team to do necessary research. 

Rastafari needs to be mindful of the role of the politicians in the past as it relates to 

previous  Repatriation initiatives. 

At the end of the CRO’s executive meeting, two bits of communication were  issued. 

To the chairman of the CRC, Hon Freundel Stuart, (copied to Pro.Hilary Beckles) 

making a case for the inclusion of the CRO’s Reparations committee members, 

Bro Iral Jabari Talma and Sis Ijahnya Christian into the sub-committees of the 

CRC. 

Letter to the prime ministers of (St. Lucia and St. Kitts/Nevis) proposing the urgent 

establishment of Reparations Committees in their lands and that the Rastafari 

community be prominently represented on such. 

In concluding, I an I would like to thank all the officers of CRO who made it to St. Lucia 

for this very important meeting. We regret the absence  of  those  who  could  not  have 

made it, however our meeting was very crucial in terms of indicating the way forward 

for CRO. The meeting brought officers together collectively for the first time in a face to 

face  meeting  since  August 2009. 

Main points highlighted: 

The streamling of the works of the secretariat i.e. Getting 

officers at home to fill in the gaps within the secretariat. 

The sourcing of funding for capacity building of executive 

body. 

Reactivation of the CRO programs towards upliftment of 

CRO’s aims and objectives. 

The importance of commitment and will power on the part 

of  officers  to accomplish  their task. 

The incorporation of CRO (in transition for   now). 

Letter sent to CRO’s treasurer seeking her intentions/desire to continue to function 

in  such  position. 

The importance of having effective and functional national bodies to transcend the 

visibility of CRO in the    region. 

“All for one and one for all; working together in such manner there can be no failure.” 

Qedamawi Haile Selassie. 

Bongo Wisely Tafari Sis  Serael Tafari 

Chairman-CRO Secretary-CRO. 
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All Excerpts Adapted from The Ethiopian Herald 

Amicable Ties that Bind 

28 Jul 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jazz great Duke Ellington toasts with Emperor Haile-Selassie after receiving Ethiopia's Medal of Honour in 

1973. (Photo: Ethiopiancrown.org) 
 

The relationship between Ethiopia and the United States of America was first established in 1903 during the Menilek 
II reign and has remained in good standing to the present day. The people-to-people level relations is much older, in 
particular, with African Americans. As history has it, the early Ethiopians travellers travelled to the ‘New World’ 
and learned of the African presence in the Americas. In 1808 merchants from Ethiopia arrived at New York’s fa- 
mous Wall Street. 
For African Americans, Ethiopia is synonymous with freedom, black dignity and self-worth. Scholar Fikru Negash 
Gebrekidan notes that, when Italian colonialists encroached on Ethiopian territory and were soundly defeated in the 
Battle of Adwa in 1896, the victory resounded loud and clear, a metaphor for racial pride and anti-colonial defiance, 
living proof that skin colour or hair texture bore no significance on intellect and character. “Soon, African Americans 
and blacks from the Caribbean Islands began to make their way to Abyssinia.” 

 

African American identification with Ethiopia stemmed from Biblical references to the Nubian kingdom, especially 
the prophecy in the Book of Psalms that “Princes shall come out of Egypt and Ethiopia shall soon stretch forth her 
hands unto God”. This Ethiopianist tradition, which worked its way into the language of both antebellum abolition- 
ists such as David Walker and Frederick Douglass and post-war activists like Marcus Garvey. 
As in earlier times, the terms ‘Ethiopian’ and ‘Ethiop’ continued to be utilized by Harlem writers and poets to instil 
black pride. In other US cities like Chicago, actors calling themselves the ‘National Ethiopian Art Players’ per- 
formed The Chip Woman’s Fortune by Willis Richardson, the first serious play by a black writer to hit Broadway. 
Although African-American awareness of modern Ethiopia and its fight against colonialism can be traced to the 
1896 Battle of Adwa, use of the term “Ethiopia” as a synonym for all of Africa and the subsequent movement of 
American Ethiopianism dates to America’s colonial days. As the historian William R. Scott notes, the term 
“Ethiopia” was commonly used to designate non-Caucasians, especially in British domain. Therefore, even African 
slaves, who were primarily brought from the West Coast of Africa, thought of themselves as Ethiopians. 
Meanwhile, in the international spotlight, 1919 was the year the League of Nations was created, of which Ethiopia 
became the first member from the African continent. In the same year, an official Ethiopian goodwill mission was 
sent to the US, the first African delegation of diplomats, in hopes of creating amicable ties with the American people 
and government. As a result of the invitation extended by the delegates, later in 1931 the Emperor granted eight hun- 
dred acres for settlement by African Americans, who accept the invitation and migrated to Ethiopia. 
The African-American response to Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia was a significant event in both African and African- 
American history. As William Scott noted, African-Americans, especially in the press, wrote and spoke about the 
conflict with “strongly nationalistic rhetoric,” demonstrating that they considered themselves members of the same 
race and culture as the Ethiopians. This nationalistic rhetoric was in line with the ideals of African nationalism and 
Pan-Africanism that peaked under Marcus Garvey in the 1920s… 

 

An Obama-style rhetoric represents American concerns for human rights and freedom of press as expressions not of 
a partisan outlook but of what have become globally accepted standards. That could remind us all of how important 
has been Ethiopia’s wish to be treated in accord with those standards. After all, it was the failure of the League of 
Nations to live up to those standards that made Ethiopia an icon for the principle of collective security. Indeed, it was 
the then Imperial government's wish to abide by those standards that induced her to decree an end to the Slave Trade 
as in 1923, and to follow that with an imperial proclamation outlawing slavery in 1942. 

 

Written BY MESEREKM LEMMA 
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C.R.O in Martinique for African liberation 

day 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.R.O at CARICOM Reparations Conference in Antigua 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WADADLI Herb March, Antigua 2015 
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CLEMENT PAYNE MOVEMENT 

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRAXIS OF REPARATIONS 
The campaign to achieve the "payment" of Repa- 
rations to the nations and people of the Pan- 
African World for the atrocities committed 
against their ancestors and the damage inflicted 
on their civilization during the centuries of Euro- 
pean-imposed slave trade, slavery and colonial 
domination is well and truly underway! 

 

Not only do we now have a CARICOM Reparations Commission representing 15 
national governments and nation-states of the Caribbean, but we have also witnessed 
the recent establishment of such important Black civil-society institutions as the Na- 
tional African-American Reparations Commission and the European Commis- 
sion For Reparations, and we are aware that similar Brazilian, Canadian and conti- 
nental African initiatives are currently in various stages of preparation. 

 
Furthermore, these important developments have taken place against the background 
of the commencement, on 1st January 2015, of the United Nations International 
Decade For People of African Descent– a specially designated ten year period du- 
ring which the critical issues facing people of African descent are to take centre-stage 
and to engage the full attention of the international community. In light of these histo- 
ric happenings, there can be no better time than the present for conscious Black, Afri- 
can or African-descended brothers and sisters to get onboard the Reparations 
Movement! 

 
I therefore wish to encourage and foster such a development by outlining what I con- 
sider to be the ten fundamental principles of Reparations (or of the Reparations 
Movement), and by also dispensing practical advice as to how an interested brother or 
sister who has joined together with other like-minded persons to establish a local, 
community-based Reparations organization can use such an organization to actualize 
these fundamental principles. 

 

So, here we go :-- 
 

1. VALIDATION OF OUR HUMANITY 
 
The first and most basic principle of the Reparations Movement is that the very de- 
mand for Reparations constitutes– in itself– an indispensable validation by us of our 
own precious humanity! You see, if we fail to demand that the present-day repre- 
sentatives and beneficiaries of those persons, institutions and nations that committed 
the most horrible crimes imaginable against our ancestors be held accountable and 
made to pay restitution, we would be implicitly sending a message to ourselves and to 
the world at large that we do not consider our ancestors (or ourselves) to be sacred 
beings imbued with inalienable rights and deserving of respect and justice! And so, the 
mere act of demanding Reparations is important, and is a critical component of the 
process, that we must engage in as individuals and as a collective, of repairing 
ourselves! But clearly, any such validation of our humanity will have to begin with a 
knowledge of who we were as a people BEFORE the criminal European impositions of 
slavery and colonialism. Thus, the first and most basic activity of the local, community 
-based Reparations organization must be "study": the members of the Reparations or- 
ganization should make it a priority to engage in a study of our pre-slavery, pre- 
colonial African civilization, as well as a study of our history of European (and Arab) 
orchestrated enslavement and its effects on our civilization. 
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2. COMPLETION OF THE EMANCIPATION PROCESS 
 
Of course, the point must be made that the racist oppression of black or African 
people did not end with the formal abolition of slavery! Indeed, after the abolition of 
slavery n the 19th century our historical oppressors deliberately entrapped our an- 
cestors in economic, political and social arrangements that were designed to handi- 
cap them and to serve the interests of the former en-slavers– arrangements that 
have persisted (in modified form) down to the present day. The struggle for Repara- 
tions must therefore be– among other things– a struggle to expose and put an end 
to such arrangements and to complete the Emancipation process! This is the second 
fundamental principle of the Reparations Movement. It goes without saying there- 
fore that the local community based Reparations organization will be required to 
make a study of our post-slavery history (with a view to identifying the many ways 
in which our historical oppressors unlawfully enmeshed and entrapped post-slavery 
generations), as well as a study of the present-day existence of such debilitating and 
oppressive arrangements. But such studies should be seen as necessary preludes to 
and preparation for action! Indeed, having properly educated and informed itself, 
the Reparations organization should undertake a continuous campaign of public ex- 
posure of such racist present-day arrangements; should advance public demands 
that they be terminated; and should undertake public protests, boycotts and other 
forms of individual and collective action to bring about the termination of such still 
existing racist arrangements. 

 

  3. COMPENSATION MUST BE PROPORTIONATE TO THE CRIME 
 
The demand for compensation from the present-day representatives of those who 
inflicted horrendous crimes on our ancestors and who damaged and disabled suc- 
ceeding generations must consist of a demand for the transfer of material resources 
in an amount proportionate to the enormity of the crimes and their deleterious ef- 
fects— resources to enable us to counter the economic and social imbalances deri- 
ved from those centuries of criminality. It will be very important therefore for the 
members of the Reparations organization to collectively discuss, work out, and docu- 
ment ideas for appropriate Reparations initiatives, payments and programmes that 
are capable of achieving such an objective. 

 

  4. REPARATIONS MUST PRODUCE THE JUST SOCIETY 
 
The fourth fundamental principle of the Reparations Movement is that the campaign 
for Reparations or for Reparative Justice must be designed to produce the "just so- 
ciety", in that the demand for Reparations must be formulated as a demand for a 
fundamental transformation of the currently existing inequitable and exploitative 
economic and power relations that exist in the international arena and in our domes- 
tic societies. And here again, it will be incumbent on the members of the local, com- 
munity-based Reparations organization to collectively discuss, work out and docu- 
ment ideas for appropriate payments and programmes that are imbued with the po- 
tential to achieve this very ambitious (but critical) goal. 

 

5. WE MUST EXERCISE AUTONOMY THROUGHOUT THE PROCESS 
 
It is extremely important that in the midst of the presentation of our demand for the 
payment of compensation ( in financial and material resources as well as in develop- 
mental programmes) from the present-day representatives and beneficiaries of our 
historical oppressors, we make it absolutely clear to all and sundry that even though 
we value the concept of collaboration with our historical debtors in addressing the 
tragic effects of the crimes of the past, that the strategies and tasks to be imple- 
mented for our psychological repair and for our economic and social empowerment 
are our own responsibility and will be conceptualized, directed and controlled by us! 
This is the fifth fundamental principle of Reparations, and the members of the Repa- 
rations organization must insist that it be adhered to!  
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6. WE MUST REPAIR OURSELVES 
 
A critical component of the campaign for Reparations must be our own inwardly di- 
rected struggle for psychological, cultural and spiritual self-repair. Thus, the members 
of the Reparations organization must - as individuals and as a collective - seek to 
identify all of the ways in which we have been and continue to be negatively affected 
by false notions of white supremacy and black inferiority, and rigorously attack them 
and eradicate the negative effects that impact on our psyches! 

 

7. SELF-REPAIR WILL GENERATE MASS SUPPORT FOR REPARATIONS 
 
The effort to "prosecute" and hold accountable the present-day representatives and 
beneficiaries of our historical oppressors will require the widespread participation of 
our people: and the attainment of such widespread popular participation will, in turn, 
be dependent on the inwardly directed struggle for self-repair and its capacity to per- 
suade a critical mass of our people to re-evaluate themselves and their history; to 
perceive the gravity of the injustice; to feel the tragic historical loss we have suf- 
fered; and to be sufficiently motivated to get involved or otherwise support the cam- 
paign for Reparations. The community - based Reparations organization must there- 
fore engage in an outreach programme to the members of our community that is de- 
signed not only to educate them about the relevant history, but to also help them to 
emotionally connect with that history and the tragic loss and injustice suffered. One of 
the ways in which the Reparations organization should approach this critical task is to 
set out to make our historical loss visible and tangible and to accord it national res- 
pect, by establishing and commemorating at the highest national level an annual 
"African Holocaust or Maafa Day", as well as by creating a major public monument 
that memorializes our ancestors, their suffering and their heroic martyrdom. Another 
relevant strategy would be to develop a Reparations research and public education 
initiative that takes the form of the periodic staging of a "People’s Tribunal On Re- 
parations" - the setting up of a people’s court in which the national governments and 
institutions that enslaved our ancestors are publicly put on trial. 

 

8. REPARATIONS MUST BE A BROAD MOVEMENT 
 
The campaign for Reparations must be designed, on the one hand, to bring on board 
with us all of our natural allies in Africa and the Diaspora, Latin America and Asia and 
to enlist the tremendous weight of world opinion on our side, and, on the other hand, 
to isolate and publicly hold up to international embarrassment and ridicule all those 
entities that perversely and unreasonably seek to deny and resist the manifest justice 
and righteousness of our claim. The Reparations organization should therefore set 
about to bring allies on board by reaching out to and educating organizations and in- 
dividuals of other ethnic backgrounds about our Reparations cause, particularly those 
belonging to non-European ethnic groups. The organization and its members should 
also systematically set out to publicly confront, embarrass and isolate organizations, 
public office holders, and even Governmental administrations that deprecate and deny 
our Reparations claim. 

 

9. OUR PEOPLE MUST BE INTIMATELY INVOLVED 
 
The masses of our people must be intimately involved in the campaign for Repara- 
tions: they must be permitted enough time and opportunity to thoroughly discuss and 
understand the issue; their right to have the final and decisive say on the concrete 
details of the Reparations claim must be respected; and they must have a say - 
through representatives specifically selected by them - as to how the compensatory 
resources are utilized. The Reparations organization should therefore systematically 
appeal to and challenge all of the relevant local and national organizations (and their 
members - particularly their black members) to put support for Reparations on their 
agenda and to include it in their programmes and Manifestos - political parties, trade 
unions, youth organizations, churches, women’s organizations, educational 
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institutions, local government administrations, and the list goes on. There must also 
be no compromise on the requirement that the "trustees" of any Reparations Fund 
that emerges out of the Reparations Campaign must include trusted representatives 
of the people directly selected by the people themselves! 

 

10. NETWORK AND ESTABLISH A NEW INTERNATIONAL LEGAL STRUCTURE 
 
The community based Reparations organization must be linked into both a national 
network and an international network that are preparing and engaging in legal, di- 
plomatic and political strategies at the national and international levels to achieve 
Reparations. 

 
And since the Reparations claim that is being advanced on behalf of the sons and 
daughters of Africa and the Diaspora is of a magnitude and complexity hitherto unk- 
nown to the currently existing international court system, it will require the setting 
up of a special new International Tribunal specifically designed to deal with and do 
justice to a Reparations claim of this historical importance and magnitude. 

 
The local, community-based Reparations organization must therefore give full and 
committed support to this critical international component of the Reparations Cam- 
paign! 

 
Onwards to the achievement of Reparations in this United Nations International 
Decade For People of African Descent! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DAVID  A. COMISSIONG 
 

President 

Clement Payne Movement 
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C.R.O CONTACTS: 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FEES AND YEARLY DUES 
 

 
 

 MEMBERSHIP TYPE  REGISTRATION FEES 

(Non-refundable) 

 YEARLY DUES 

ORGANIZATION 40.00 US$ / 100.00 EC$ 200.00 US$ / 500.00 EC$ 

FAMILY 30.00 US$ / 75.00 EC$ 100.00 US$ / 250.00 EC$ 

INDIVIDUAL 20.00 US$ / 50.00 EC$ 50.00 US$ / 125.00 EC$ 

 

 

 

 Registration Fees must be paid once, when registering for the first time. 

 Yearly Dues must be paid every year in September. The CRO year begins on 

September 11th. 

All Payments can be made by bank transfer, money order, or by paid cash to the 
Secretariat. 

Chair—Burnet Sealy ( Bongo Wisely), 
St. Lucia Assistant PRO — Empress Ashaya Abeba 

Tel. 1-758-454-6793 / 1-758-720-60-71( m)  Guadeloupe 

bongowisely_tafari@yahoo.co.uk Tel.  011-590-690-52.06.64 (m) 
rastafarisway@live.fr 

Co-Chair—Carl Talma ( Ras Iral), itegue.ashaya@hotmail.fr 
Barbados 

Tel. 1-246-433– 43-56 / 1-246-257-68-35 ( m) 
jabari@caribsurf.com 

Public Relations Officer—Ras Franki  Mwalimu 
Kwame Tafari, Antigua & Barbuda 

Tel. 1-268 -724 -67-08 
sportsline@radiozdk.com 

Secretary —Joanna Sealy /Sister Serael 
E-mail: caribbeanrastafari@yahoo.com 
Tel : 1-758-454-67-93 / 1-758-718-04-85 

Treasurer – Angella Jackson (Sister Ideisha) 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines 

Tel.  1-784-496-46-21/ 1-784-457-26-79 
ideishaj@gmail.com 

Secretariat: Caribbean Rastafari Organisation Inc 
C/o Angola House 

P.O Box 462 
Vieux-Fort, St Lucia 
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