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Caribbean Rastafari Organization’s report on the 2nd Caricom Reparations Conference. 

Antigua/Barbuda October 12th to 14th 2014. 

Theme: An expert’s conference on Caribbean Reparations – Scientific engagement and community mobilization. 

Objectives: To workshop and intensify the scientific and popular discourse on the CRC’s ten point plan on Reparatory 

Justice. 

Aims: For regional experts to consider the ten point plan, critique it, and expand and develop it where necessary. 

I traveled from St. Lucia to Antigua on Sunday 12th October (7.20 am) and arrived in Antigua at 10.30 am where I was 

met at the airport by King Frank I. We waited for the arrival of other Rastafari delegates from Barbados, Guyana and St. 

Kitts/Nevis. 

The opening ceremony took place on Sunday 12th October from 5.00pm at the Multi-Purpose Cultural Center in St. 

Johns. 

The main speakers at the opening ceremony were Prof. Hilary Beckles, Mr. P.J. Patterson, PM Gaston Brown (Anu), Mr. 

Stanley Liauw Angie of Suriname (Indigenous peoples), Dr. Douglas Slater (Caricom secretariat) and Dr. Julius Garvey 

(son of Rt. Hon. Marcus M. Garvey) who delivered the feature address. Speeches were interspaced with cultural 

presentations by home grown artists.   

Prof. Beckles and Dr. Slater, in their presentations hinted that they “are now ready to stand upon the shoulders of the 

Rastafari in their pursuit for Reparatory Justice”. However both were reminded that Rastafari will not allow them to 

stand upon “our shoulders”, for this campaign must be fought “shoulder to shoulder” and not one upon the other’s 

shoulder. 

Dr. Garvey in his presentation reminded the Caricom heads that if they are serious about making any headway within 

the Reparations campaign, it must be done within a Pan African context. There must be a Global Reparations 

Commission in place and not just a Caricom Reparations Commission. It must include the African mainland as well as all 

the African diaspora of the world. 

Dr. Garvey went further to admonish the heads that they must not use Rastafari as any “window dressing”, but that they 

must have Rastafari integrally involved in the decision making process.  

Monday 13th October. 

Monday 13th October saw the passage of Tropical Storm “Gonzalo” doing untold damages to the island of 

Antigua/Barbuda and causing a late start to the day’s proceedings. 

The Caribbean Rastafari Organization, as a regional body representing the Rastafari community was invited to make a 

contribution in two of the seven round table discussions. Round Table 1 – Faith Based Leaders for Reparations (Ras 

Bobby) and Round Table 5 – Community Activists and Grassroots Organizations for Reparations (Bongo Wisely Tafari). 

The other Round Table discussions centered on the following: 

Round Table 2: Lawyers for Reparations. 

Round Table 3: Economists for Reparations. 
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Round Table 4: Academics for Reparations. 

Round Table 6: Scientists for Reparations. 

Round Table 7: Journalists and Artists for Reparations. 

As a result of the passage of storm “Gonzalo” flights into Antigua were disrupted leaving a number of presenters 

stranded and unable to arrive in Antigua. There was some reshuffling of the day’s program to accommodate those who 

were present. Monday saw presentations from the lawyers, economists and academics. 

In my opinion, apart from the lawyers, most of the other presenters drifted from the topic at hand. Their presentations, 

though intellectually sound had little bearing on Reparations or the ten point plan submitted by the CRC. 

Tuesday 14th October. 

Due to the absence of some presenters, further adjustments had to be done to catch up with the time lost on Monday. 

Round Tables 1 and 5 were joined into one table presentation and Round Table 7 abandoned due to the absence of 

expected presenters. The combination of tables 1 and 5 saw the two CRO presenters and one presenter representing 

FBO’s in Barbados making presentations. 

The poste lunch period saw the setting up of “Break out Groups” to make recommendations towards the ten points 

plan. Due to the limitation of time the groups had to rush their discussions to try and come up with appropriate 

recommendations within the given time. 

The conference came to an end with the closing plenary session dealing with the future role of Parliamentarians and 

Diplomats for Reparations followed by a press conference. 

We are still awaiting the official report emanating from this the 2nd Caricom Reparations Conference which will be 

circulated upon receipt. 

   Observations/concerns: 

1. As far as the aims of the conference, as stated by the chairperson of the ABRSC, is concerned; very few of the 

regional experts dealt with the ten points plan, i.e. either to critique or expand upon where necessary. The CRO 

was the only presenters who analyzed the ten point plan in detail and made some changes/recommendations to 

that presented by the CRC. 

This confirms the fact that long before the politicians and academia showed any interest in the subject, Rastafari and 

other Pan Africanist groups have been spearheading the Reparations campaign, and we intend to maintain such 

momentum. We cannot afford to give in to the politicians and academia right now; we cannot afford to get weary right 

now. We must never cease the fyah, until Babylon walls fall down flat to the ground. 

2. Are those Caricom mandated NRC’s doomed to failure? Caricom has mandated the formation of NRCs in 

countries that had not yet establish Reparations Commissions as of July 2013. Very few of the NRCs have any 

budgetary allocations given to them in-order to be able to accomplish their given tasks. Is that not a recipe for 

failure? Presently there has been a very limited involvement/participation of grassroots organizations within the 

Reparations discourse. This was apparently evidence by the non-appearance of a number of invited (even locals) 

CSOs and Grassroots Organs at the conference.  

3. The approach taken by Leigh & Day, in recommending that the CRC use the CERD’s convention to claim for 

Reparations as against the route of the General Assembly of the United Nations. Most of the CSOs and 



Grassroots organizations of the region are not comfortable with the presence of Leigh & Day heading such a 

campaign. Isn’t that a continuation of the top down approach by Caricom? 

4. We observed that very little official recordings of the CRC’s proceedings were being done by the ABRSC or the 

Caricom Secretariat. Most of the recordings done were made by individuals in their private/personal capacity. I 

am hoping that the ABRSC and the Caricom Secretariat will be able to get access to those recordings for the sake 

of documentation as well as to be able to report back to the various NRCs and other invited groups and 

individuals. 

5. The Guyana Nyahbinghi Council in collaboration with the Guyana Reparations Committee has agreed to host a 

Rastafari Conference on Reparations in April 2015. Give thanks for such news. Let us hope and pray that 

Rastafari in the region will be able to utilize this time and space to put in place the necessary 

structure/secretariat that will be able to facilitate a united front for Rastafari in the region so that we can all 

speak with one voice on issues such as Reparations, Cannabis Reforms, Repatriation, Community and Economic 

Developments etc. etc. 

Giving thanks and ises unto Qedamawi Haile Selassie & Empress Menen who made it possible that I an I  were present in 

Antigua to make representations on behalf of the Rastafari communities of the region. The CRO was represented by 

Chairman Bongo Wisely; Co-chair Ras Iral; PRO King Frank I; Ras Bone; Ras Bobby; Ras Dabo Penny and Ras Andre. We 

also welcomed the presence of Woziero Esther Gittens of the Guyana Nyahbinghi House, who is also the secretary of the 

Guyana Reparations Committee. We were also graced with the presence of Ras Miguel Lorne and Ras Michael Barnett 

from Jamaica.  

“Up you mighty race, you can accomplish that you will” M. M. Garvey  

 

Bongo Wisely Tafari 

Chairman / CRO. Tel: 1758-4546793; 1758-7206071. 


