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MAASAI
John Ndambo



Editorial Note
With palette knife, this Kenyan artist has dedicated his artistic career to portraying one of
Africa's most recognised people – the Maasai. Walking, sitting, daytime and evening, he

gives us a glimpse of their lives: a people intent on living by their own code, from a
blueprint thousands of years old.

I am happy to present to you, JOHN NDAMBO.

Editor – Natty Mark Samuels – bantudub06@gmail.com – An African School Production
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Biographical Note
Ndambo hails from the Mwawache village in the Chawai area of Taita Taveta in 
Kenya. He is now in his 60s. John derives his inspiration from the tribes people 
he saw while growing up and watching them go about their daily routine. The 
colors and vibrancy that these people showed, without their realization as to 
their beauty, made him pay attention to details of life in his area.

Ndambo studied at Mwawache Primary School and then Mwafuga High School. 
His skills with the palette knife came to him naturally and he was able to impress
both his school mates and teachers when he painted their portraits.
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Onward to the next salt lick

Tall and slender
Like a thin pilaster,

Accompanied by his stick.
Wrapped in a shuka

Through the savannah,
Onward to the next salt lick.

Natty Mark Samuels



Huts and Cows

Now in his late 40’s Ndambo paints the Maasai tribe because he loves their culture and
radiant red clothing. He finds inspiration observing the Maasai African tribes at their huts,

or with their cows in Kenya, as well as in Arusha, Tanzania.

He has exhibited his work in the United States, London, and The Edinburgh Art Festival
organized by the Royal Overseas League.

Ndambo lives in Nairobi, Kenya with his wife and three children.
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Give Thanks to Enkai

Early in the morning
As the cows are milked,

You give thanks to Enkai.
Late in the evening

They're safe in the kraal,
You give thanks to Enkai.

Around the night fire
You send a prayer,

In gratitude to the Most High.

Natty Mark Samuels



My Passion
His very first African artworks were made in 1992 and were of horse riding and a Market

scene. They were bought by the famous Gallery Watatu "which really gave me the moral to
switch to painting full time" John says. "It's my passion now." 
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Exhibitions
Ndambo has exhibited his work in London and the Edinburgh Art Festival in Scotland in

1995, 1997 and 2010. These events were organized by the Royal Overseas League who
offered a special invitation to a few select African artists concentrating on paintings. 
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Blue Mountain Chant
to those who've lost their land

I see you young herder,
Staring at the blue monument,

Your ''Mountain of God'':
Glad to see Ol Doinyo Lengai.

He whispers
''Come to me, when conquered by uncertainty.''

Others are stuck in the city,
Selling phones and whatever,

But you are here:
Closer to Ol Doinyo Lengai

He whispers
''Find your way here, when the wind takes away your plea.''

They have made rules,
'You cannot go here',

'Must not take from there':
You'll always have Ol Doinyo Lengai

He whispers
''My door is open, as it was for your ancestry.''

Natty Mark Samuels



                        


