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First Elder of Rwandan Art

Epaphrodite Binamungu

Editorial
When we think of art centres like Inema and Ivuka – and artists such as Bosco Bakunzi
and JMV Munezero, we know there is a vibrant arts scene in Rwanda. The featured artist
is like the First Elder of Rwandan Art; his first exhibition was held in the early seventies
and he who went on to found the Iganzo Arts Centre. From a Moses Opobo New Times
article, November 2016, when asked about the size of the centre, he answered...
“This place is not mine alone. It’s for all artists. It’s a place to think and reflect on the future
of Rwandan art. I have homework that I have given myself, and that is to help young
artists. I look at art as a marathon. You can’t run alone in a marathon. You have to do it
with many people, then you will have purpose to go with them and arrive at a destination.
This is why I’m close to all artistes both young and old. I work with them because they
inspire me, and my duty is to share with them my own experience. My dream was to have
space where I can invite colleagues, a place for thinking and doing what we need to do for
society.”
A custodian of culture, here is what he said concerning his heritage work, in a Donna Kiiza
July 2017 article, also published in the New Times.
“As we may know, most people have forgotten about some of our cultural norms like telling
each other our proverbs especially among the youth. And what is unfortunate is a number
of them do not know even the meanings of these proverbs that they hear,” said
Binamungu.
In recognition of his historical activism, published here is Verse for Nyginya.
I am happy to present to you, EPAPHRODITE BINAMUNGU.
Editor – Natty Mark Samuels - bantudub06@gmail.com – An African School Production
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Epa Binamungu

Binamungu
“Epa is a short form of the Christian name, Epaphroditus,” he reveals; “It is my artiste
name just like musicians have stage names. Binamungu is my family name and it means
someone who is from God.
excerpt from article by Moses Opobo
The New Times
Oct.2017

Butare and Bukuvu
Born in 1954 in Butare, in the south of the country, he studied in Bukavu, east of the
former Zaire. Graduate in biochemistry at the Higher Institute of Education (ISP) in 1978,
he began teaching. Not his discipline, but in aesthetics. "My artistic vocation was born in
primary school," explains Binamungu. I understood more the ideas by penciling them. Like
my father, I developed a drawing talent. "
excerpt from article by Tshitenge Lubabu
Jeune Afrique
Oct.2007

Burundi
One of the five African countries Epa has exhibited in, as well as homeland Rwanda. The
other three are Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania
information sourced from article by Gloria Anyango
The New Times
Dec.2009
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OUR VISION
Inganzo Arts Centre is striving to become a regional hub for visual artists and a space for
culture celebration and heritage.
THE FOUNDER

EPA BINAMUNGU
Epa Binamungu is Rwanda's leading painter. He has 44 years of experience in painting
and art workshops, working with local, regional and international visual artists.
from Inganzo Art Gallery website
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A fine artist since childhood, he has been drawing and painting and these skills have
become a natural and vital part of his life.
From realism to abstraction, Epa Binamungu is a 55 year-old painter who is engaged with
rigour and sensitivity in the study of materials. He uses fiscus, sand, wood, objects like
pearls or shells, and many more to depict life through his paintings.
excerpt from article by Gloria Anyango
The New Times
Dec.2009

Exhibitions
In 1973, he presented his first solo exhibit in the Congo, where he was exiled
from childhood until 1994. He has had numerous exhibitions in Africa, Europe,
the United States and China, and most notably at Expo 2000 in Hanover, and
Expo 2010 in Shanghai. Several of Epaphrodite Binamungu’s works feature in
the public collections of Rwanda, including the Gisozi and Murambi memorials,
in the Institute of National Museums, as well as in several banks and ministries.
from Lumieres D'Afriques

Father Lacoste
Epa held his first-ever exhibition in the DRC, thanks to a Belgian Catholic White Father
named Andre Lacoste, who had earlier spotted his incredible talent.
And this was no ordinary art exhibition by any standards, more so for an artist that was still
finding their footing.
“For this exhibition I read the first two books of the bible, Genesis and Exodus, and I retold
the story using images only. It was very fantastic,” he reveals.
Father Lacoste covered Epa’s expenses by giving him some money and materials like
canvass and paints.
“All the paintings I exhibited were bought by this Father and he also paid my tuition for two
years,” he reveals with the tone of a man forever indebted to the Father’s kind gesture.
“This man trained and educated me to be an artist, he taught me what is art.”
excerpt from article by Moses Opobo
The New Times
Oct.2017

Videos
Menya Ubuzima Urugendo Rw'umuny abugeni Epa Binamungu – 35.57 - Kinyarwanda
Rwanda: Display of Talent Through Paintings – 10.17
Parlotes Discretes (Dedie a Epa Binamungu) – 5.08
Le Mirror S02 Avec Epa Binamungu – 3.18 – French

VERSE for NYIGINYA
to the people of Rwanda
I hear you talking of genocide and gorillas. But there is more than that to Rwandan history.
In telling you of Rwanda, come with me into the 17th century.
To speak of Ruganzu Ndori and his kingdom called Nyiginya. Shared power with the
Queen Mother - and the royal drum Karinga. Of his royal herd and a bull called Rusanga.
His son Semugeshi and Mpande, their diviner. Of the cult of Kibogo, the celebrated
rainmaker. The eternal fire, of legendary King Gihanga. Of the sacred hills, the traditional
healers. Hutu woman, Tutsi man and the original ones, BaTwa. The farmer, the herder and
the forest dweller. Of sorghum porridge, honey beer - the cooking of banana. Iron goods,
ivory and the barkcloth of the weaver.
I heard you talking of ethnic poison and endangered primates. Now you know something
else from the Rwandan story. Of Nyiginya and it's first great King, the man called Ruganzu
Ndori.
Natty Mark Samuels

photo by Moses Opobo
The New Times
Oct.2017
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photo by Moses Opobo
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Oct.2017

“Art is what brings me near to the next person. It is the best platform from which I talk to
people. I don’t talk to people using words like we are doing now. I talk to people through
my artistic expression. Life questions me, and my answer is the art that I create.
“Art is what I do whenever I need to rest and relax. It’s what I do when I need my freedom.
Art is priceless to me because it’s life itself. You can’t value life in monetary terms,” he
says
excerpt from article by Moses Opobo
The New Times
Oct.2017

