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I wanted to fight the corner for so-called big women who in their day were disliked and even imprisoned by
the attitude that they weren't beautiful

Augustin Kassi

Editorial Note
From a 2012 Africa Report article by Francis L.Sackitey...
But what do African women think of Kassi's work? Most women who see Kassi's work
applaud him and urge him to continue to represent them in this style. "We are the true
women of Africa and we find comfort in what Kassi is doing," said Fatuma, one of the
women who appreciates Kassi's work.
From the Ivory Coast, I am happy to present to you, AUGUSTIN KASSI.
Editor – Natty Mark Samuels – bantudub06@gmail.com – An African School Production.
https://reggaediscography.blogspot.co.uk/2017/09/izibongo-magazine-2017_28.html
http://rastaites.com/izibongo-issues-18-20/

from Abidjan in Motion

from Augustin Kassi blog

Assoumoukro
He is born 18th February 1966 in Assoumoukro, a small village near a town called Mbatto.
from Minasek

ABIDJAN
Big, bold and beautiful. Augustin Kassi's latest giant canvases continue his life's work of
paying homage to the women he sees around him in Ivory Coast.
John James
from BBC News Africa
Sept.2012

Axelle
I think its original because we're used to seeing paintings of landscapes or thin women
and it shows the value of large women. I really appreciate it, especially being large and
beautiful myself.
Axelle Osombo
from BBC News Africa
May 2012

from Google Plus

I have many many thoughts around the subject, which I will continue to share, but today, I would
like to focus on the artist, Augustin Kassi.
He says he was inspired to start painting the 'Big and Beautiful' women after he witnessed a
woman being asked to pay double on a bus ride because of her size. I think he's a Prince!
So, here's the million dollar question.
Who and what is Beautiful? And who determines that?
Yes, we say Africa has been bombarded with the influence of Western culture, I get that, but come
over to the West and the women here are suffering even more than the ones in Africa!
From my 'fashion' point of view, in Africa, we have our 'cloth' and you can at least have something
tailor made for you in whatever size you are, but shopping for clothes for the Plus size woman here
is the most depressing experience! I have to say!
Again, let me not get lost here. Today, I would simply like to honor this Prince, this man who is
standing up for Big and beautiful African women. As an African woman, an Artist, a Feminist and a
Fashion Designer, I am truly inspired by him. He has taken a 'subject' who is particularly looked
down upon and he's created something beautiful.
I really hope we all find something to be inspired by and something to learn from Augustin Kassi.
Leonarda
from Renaissance Women
Sept.2012

from Pinterest

I love his work...didn't know much.... ok (nothing - lol) 'bout him or his work but love...love
it. He's a renowned "Ivoirien" (there's no translation for the word...so my English speaking
people ..bear with me please ) painter who digs deep in the "Naif African Art" category ...
(l'Art a l'oeil nu...what u see is what u get)
In one interview, he explains his fascination with the curves of the African woman; by
saying that way back in time ...when African definition of beauty was not westernized
yet...men loved our curves...we were proud ourselves of our butts, chests, thighs...
He wants to reconnect with the regular African Mama. Celebrate and revive them through
his vivacious use of colours and his descriptions of "everyday" activities...
from We African Women Are Doing It And Doing It Well

from BBC News Africa

They're pretty and it represents real African women, said another visitor Awa Toure,
because in Africa when you have one or two children you take on a new form and that's
what the painter shows us in his work.
Awa Toure
BBC News Africa
May 2012

Ivory Coast Man
I saw a Baule Man today,
High up in their hierarchy.
On his head he wore a hat,
On that hat was a gold leaf face,
Representing his ancestry.
The mystical face shone out,
Face of a former king.
Carved in wood,
Covered in gold,
Head of ancestral blessings.
Natty Mark Samuels
from The Golden Calabash and other poems
Celebrating the traditional gold working of the Akan
and other peoples of West Africa

Beautiful
The Rotonde des Arts is a center of contemporary art created by the Fondation Nour Al
Hayat and managed by the association Initiativephoto-rotonde_Fotor pour l'art
contemporain. His artistic direction is assured by Yacouba Konaté, an eminent figure in the
world of Ivorian Fine Arts, with the help of his collaborator Yaya Savane who died in 2014,
another eminent figure in the artistic and intellectual scene. On the first floor, the
permanent exhibition offers a glimpse of the history of contemporary Ivorian art: works by
Frédéric Bruly-Bouabré, Christian Lattier, Ananias Leki Dago, Jems Robert Koko Bi, Michel
Kodjo, James Houra, Samir Stenka, Augustin Kassi, Monnè Bou, Mathieu Tano, Salif
Diabagate, Mathieu Jean Gensin, Mathilde Moro and Aboudia. The ground floor, on the
other hand, hosts thematic exhibitions and exhibitions of contemporary Ivorian and
international artists. The company publishes and sells the exhibition catalogs of the
various events organized now and in the past, and also offers various cultural works for
sale. Professional and warm welcome. One of the most beautiful galleries in Abidjan.
from Potato Mike – Art as Life
Ivory Coast artist Augustin Kassi's paintings of large African women have been showcased
around the world.
from BBC News Africa

Foundation
As he believes big women have been neglected, Kassi said he is determined to bring them
into the spotlight, which he does through a foundation he established called Foundation Art
Monde. The aims of the foundation, funded by the artist, are to fight poverty and protect
the environment. Kassi added that his art promotes culture for future generations.
from article by Francis L.Sackitey
Africa Report
Dec.2012

from Pinterest

from Pinterest
Ivorian artist Augustin Kassi's paintings of African women are bold, bright and brash. The
true African woman, as he shows in his art, is well-endowed and very curvaceous,
simultaneously representing the bountiful mother and the sultry temptress. Kassi also
portrays another aspect of the African women's beauty, which is her round and chubby
face - faces always beaming with a smile in spite of the harsh economic and weather
conditions that exist in Africa.
"I don't only paint fat and plump African women. They [the women in my paintings]
represent one of the most important [aspects] of African heritage, which I portray in my
work," he told ChinAfrica. According to Kassi, big women make up more than half the
African population and that is why he chose to depict them this way in his paintings. He
said God appreciates variety, and that is why he created people in different shapes and
sizes.
from article by Francis L.Sackitey
Africa Report
Dec.2012

from Augustin Kassi blog

