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Shine and Rahab

Editorial
The first gallery featured in this magazine, is based in the Nairobi area. It was founded by
two artists: the husband and wife team of Shine Tani and Rahab Shine. With a focus on
East Africa, it has mainly presented artists from Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya, as well as
from Ethiopia, South Sudan and the Republic of the Congo.
Here is an excerpt from a June 2016 article in The Star, written by Kari Mutu...
On any given day, a number of artists and their families are resident in the back compound
of the gallery, and it’s not unusual to find children running around. That’s because Rahab
and Shine know first-hand the life of struggling artists.
Art was not taught in his school but Shine managed to pick up some skills at home from
his older brothers, enough for him teach art classes to interested pupils. Unable to further
his secondary education, Tani dropped out of school and after a brief career as a village
acrobat, he ended up living on the streets.
It was during this time that he saw art displayed in gallery windows and this motivated him
to resume painting. Through a sponsorship from Gallery Watatu, Tani was able to
purchase art materials and the rest, as they say, is history. Tani’s works have appeared in
different galleries in Kenya and around the world, and he won the Missio Art Award in
1997.
Rahab Tani is also a self-taught artist, drawn to the art world when she met future husband
while she was still a teenager. Over the years, she has honed her skills while raising a
family. Rahab creates impressionist images that often portray ordinary life in rural settings
and low-income urban areas. She shows a refined mix of colours, and the end-result are
paintings are both reminiscent and captivating.
I am happy to present to you, the BANANA HILL ART GALLERY.

Editor – Natty Mark Samuels – africanschool.weebly.com – An African School Production
https://reggaediscography.blogspot.co.uk/2017/09/izibongo-magazine-2017_28.html
http://rastaites.com/izibongo-issues-18-20/
All posters from Nairobi Now, apart from the last one, sourced from Banana Hil Art Gallery.

Giving thanks to Margaretta Wa Gacheru, who is flying the flag of art journalism in East
Africa: and to the seven German academics who researched and gave us Sanaa Mtaani

from ArtsouthAfrica

Shine

from Banana Hill Art Gallery

Rahab and Shine

Banana Hill
Our Gallery in the town of Banana Hill, just north of the famous Village Market in Nairobi is
well worth a visit for any lover of contemporary art from Kenya and Africa.
from Banana Hill Art Gallery
A leading exhibition space for contemporary African art in Nairobi, the Banana Hill Art
Gallery has exhibited the work of over 70 artists and sculptors, principally from Kenya and
East Africa. Founded by Shine Tani, a talented local artist, together with 12 other artists,
the gallery was officially opened in 2006. Dedicated to opening up the continent’s
incredible art source and promoting local art appreciation, the gallery holds exhibitions
every two weeks. It showcases a large number of striking colorful paintings and
remarkable sculptures which reflect a range of subjects related to the African context and
landscape. Situated on the outskirts of Nairobi, north of the famous Village Market, the
Banana Hill Art Gallery is worth the drive.
Lilian Diarra
Culture Trip
Sept.2016
I spent a lot of time at the Banana Hill art studio meeting the artists and purchasing their
paintings. The studio and gallery are primarily run by Shine Tani, a well-respected and
internationally acclaimed Kenyan artist. In the compound of the studio is a residential area
behind the gallery where many of the resident artists live and raise their families. This
make for a very lively atmosphere where kids are scampering around and everything is
very casual.
Tom Schaffer
from Inside African Art
Banana Hill Art Gallery is one of the busiest art centres in Kenya, featuring artists from all
around the East and Central African region, including Kenya. The one factor that makes
this so is the Gallery’s roving art dealer and self-taught painter, Shine Tani.
from Business Daily

Genuine
Banana Hill Art Gallery is a lovely gallery on the outskirts of Nairobi. With a superb
selection over over 60 local artists; this is the place to visit if you want genuine paintings
and sculptures at reasonable prices.
The subject matter ranges from daily life in the African community, to portraits, abstract art
and stylized mixed media paintings. There are some sculptures on display in the open
gallery and solo exhibitions featuring local artists run every month.
from Sunbird-Kenya

Good for the Soul
It’s good to dance a little sidestep now and then.
So whenever I’m in danger of taking the weightiness of art as a window on the soul just a
mite too seriously, a trip to Banana Hill Art Gallery is a must.
There, wildly painted cockerels crow, impossible women sway on the walls and wild beasts
cavort among the racks.
Landscapes stream with light while canvases full of folk going about their business in our
usual disorderly fashion reflect the merry chaos of our lives.
The sheer joy of it is the perfect antidote to all our ills. Good for the soul, as well.

from article by Frank Whalley
The East African
June 2017

Our Sacred Souvenirs
to Wangari Maathai
There is mud under your toenails, your feet camouflaged by dust. Come, Great Sister of
ours, place them in these calabashes of water, so I can wash away all the dirt. After drying
them, I shall bless them with oil.
Some have gone to prepare food, especially for you. Another has gone to bring water, to
quench your thirst.
You, who have struggled to improve our lives; please give us some time, so we can
demonstrate our gratitude. You have given us a way to go forward, like a donation of
dignity. Wangari Maathai, you lead us on the path, that keeps our heads held high.
After this washing, these two calabashes shall no longer be in use. They will hang on the
wall of my dwelling, or where my sistren think best. Special mementos; of she who pointed
us, then walked beside us, in the direction we should go. No longer to be used for the
storing of porridge, or beer mixed with honey. They will be our Sacred Souvenirs, of Our
Lady of the Trees.
Natty Mark Samuels

Alex Wainaina
Andrew Kamondia
Bezalel Ngabo
Francis Kahuri
George Kimani
Haji Chilonga
Hasan Mukiibi
Ismael Kateregga
Jack Kalula
Jeff Wambugu

Less than 10 per cent of businesses make it past the five-year milestone, so the Banana
Hill Art Gallery has more than enough reason to boast about reaching 25 years. For a
quarter of a century, the gallery has been serving up a diverse portfolio from artists around
East Africa, many of them self-taught and all of them, “Packed with tales from the heart of
Africa, seen through the eyes of African artists.”
Currently the gallery, located in the town of Banana Hill on the outskirts of Nairobi, is
showing a range of paintings, soapstone carvings and wood sculptures. There are
watercolours by Stephen Lobalu of South Sudan, and Uganda’s Ssali Yusuf has oil and
acrylic paintings depicting beautifully dressed African women.
Junk metal dragonflies by Alex Wainaina hang on the walls and there are tree statues
made of green and brown bottles. In one corner are some of Jack Kaluva’s guitars carved
in softwood, part of his ‘marvellous musical instruments’ collection.

from article by Kari Mutu
The Star
June 2016

Jjuko Hoods
Julius Kimemia
Kivuthi Mbuno
Martin Muhoro
Patrick Kinuthia
Paulo Akiki
Peter Kibunja
Rahab Shine
Salum Kambi
Sebastian Kiarie

Many More
Shine Tani hopes his Banana Hill Art Gallery will one day feature artists from all over
Africa. For now, he's only managed to exhibit artists from East and Central Africa including
Kenya.
Currently exhibiting the art of Ugandan artist Hassan Mukiibi, Shine has also worked with
such artists as Haji Chilonga of Tanzania, Ismael Kateregga of Uganda, Mims Minzi,
Tanzania, Ssali Yusuf, Uganda, Mark Kassi, Uganda, Bosco Bakunzi from Rwanda, Paulo
Akiiki Uganda, Bezalel Ngabo from the DRC, Paul Kaspa Uganda, Salum Kambi Tanzania,
Lutengano Mwakishopile Tanzania, Phidelis Tanzania, Robino Ntila Tanzania, Ludovick
Kaija Tanzania, Bilungi Uganda, Ngura Yusuf Uganda, George Lilanga Tanzania, Tindi
Ugaganda, Jjukko Hood Uganda, Sebandeke Uganda, Damba Uganda, Ndamlila Uganda,
Issa Mlaponi Tanzania and many more.
from Margaretta's Jua Kali Diary
March 2013

Inspired
She says she was inspired by Elimo Njau, who co-founded Kenya’s first indigenous African
art centre, Paa ya Paa, and Shine Tani, who also established his own commercial art
gallery at Banana Hill.
from article by Margaretta Wa Gacheru
talking with Wambui Kamiru of The Art Space
Daily Nation
Nov. 2015

Shine Tani
Ssali Yusuf
Stephen Njenga

RAHAB SHINE
Njambi Rahab Shine is one of Kenya’s most exciting young female artists.
Her work of 24 paintings was just recently on show at the Banana Hill Art Gallery (Alex
Wainaina’s wonderful African Masks are up there now) and the show gives one an
opportunity to see how rapidly the woman has refined her colourful, impressionistic style.
Njambi’s a self-taught artist who got her start as a painter by making herself an integral
part from the outset of the Banana Hill Art Studio.
What’s remarkable about Njambi’s work over the past two or three years is that one has
seen a rapid evolution and refinement of style that is increasingly almost Turner-esque in
its evocative and semi-abstract presentation of Kenyan rural life. Her blending of colors
has become more subtle and sophisticated, and the effects of these advances have made
her paintings increasingly impressionistic and startling for their beauty.

from article by Margaretta Wa Gacheru
Fine Arts – Kenyan Poet
June. 2016

Beautiful
A true art gem situated on the outskirts of Nairobi, the Banana Hill Art Gallery exhibits a
superb selection of beautiful African contemporary artwork and has showcased over 70
artists and sculptors principally from Kenya and East Africa. The gallery displays a variety
of stunning and vibrant paintings and a few sculptures illustrating a range of subjects,
uniquely captured through each artist’s personal interpretation reflecting day-to-day life in
cities and rural areas, abstract art, cultural traditions, and Kenya’s rich wildlife and
landscapes.
Founded by Shine Tani, a brilliant artist himself, the gallery’s vision is to bring exposure to
African artists and promote art appreciation in the region. Bezalel Ngabo is one of the
artists that has displays a variety of mind-blowing and outstanding paintings in the gallery.
from The Guardian: Life

Wonderful
For those of us who are cultured, a trip is incomplete without gracing the local art scene
with our presence. Among the most outstanding and engaging art galleries in Nairobi, is
Banana Hill Art Gallery. This is one, among many, of the most comprehensive art galleries
featuring East African talent. The stunning sculptures and painting will take our breath
away. Just on the fringes of Nairobi, near the Village Market, Banana Hill Gallery is a
wonderful place to go and appreciate local artistic talents.

from Travel Start Kenya

from Inside African Art

The Art we exhibit in our art gallery in Nairobi is full of life; artists express themselves in
many ways through their works, and we are proud to allow this freedom of expression.
Subjects vary from daily life in urban and rural settings, to still lives, to wildlife scenery, to
abstract arts and traditional African settings, colours and patterns. What all our Art has in
common is that they are packed with tales from the heart of Africa, seen through the eyes
of African artists.
from Banana Hill Art Gallery

