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The Healer and the Rainbow

GIBRIL BANGURA

Editorial
As soon as I came across these paintings by the featured artist, I started to put this issue
together. As the friendship of strangers have helped to sustain him over the years, here
and there, he uses his art to uplift all those he comes across. He is the Healer, using all
the colours that the rainbow can give him.
Here is an excerpt from Hot Urban Spot...
Join us for a special discussion with Gibril Bangura, a painter from Sierra Leone who
came to Canada in 2014 as a political refugee.
Bangura’s first exhibition was at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris at age 19. He has
since exhibited in embassies in Sierra Leone and Guinea, and more recently at The Edge
Gallery, Frame Arts Warehouse and IRCOM in Winnipeg. He has been a full-time artist for
the last 26 years. He will talk about art and reconciliation.
I am happy to present to you, GIBRIL BANGURA.
Editor – Natty Mark Samuels – africanschool.weebly.com – An African School Production
Cover Photograph – from the Edge Gallery
https://reggaediscography.blogspot.co.uk/2017/09/izibongo-magazine-2017_28.html
http://rastaites.com/izibongo-issues-21-25/

"Colour is language that has no barriers. Colour is a language that unifies the universe.
Colour speaks, even without a word."
Gibril Bangura
from article by Danelle Granger
CBC News Manitoba
Nov.2016

from 40 Acres Canada

Gibril
Bangura

from Hot Urban Spot

Freetown
Bangura was just seven years old when he was given his first paint brush by a man he had
never met. He had been living on the streets of Freetown, Sierra Leone, for months when
an American approached him after watching him draw in the sand.
“He took me to the orphanage and he gave me my first colour set,” said Bangura. “It was a
miracle to be able to apply colours to those sketches.

What began is a therapy of sorts, a way to escape the “darkness” around him, has
now become something he hopes will help others.''
from article by Lauren McNabb

Global News
April 2017

Conakry
Gibril ﬂed from Sierra Leone to Guinea in 1998 due to political persecution. The
persecution came due to his paintings which exposed the underbelly of government
powers. He lived in Guinea as a political refugee until he was granted resettlement to
Canada in February 2014.
from Manitoba Interfaith Immigration Council

from Metro News

"If someone says something contrary to what I believe, you are only pushing me forward.
That's what I believe." Bangura said."I know the only person who can stop me is me
myself.
from CBC News Manitoba
July 2015

from CBC News Manitoba

from Wall to Wall WPG

Winnepeg
Bangura fled his west African country in 2014 with his wife and three children, arriving
homeless in Winnipeg in the bitter February cold.

Winter
While Bangura cycled around, winter or summer, trying to sell art cards, he would
encounter naysayers who told him he would never make it as an artist in the city.

Welcome
The family stayed at Welcome Place— a temporary residence for refugees offered by the
Manitoba Interfaith Immigration Council Inc.— then moved into a co-op housing unit.
While Bangura cycled around, winter or summer, trying to sell art cards, he would
encounter naysayers who told him he would never make it as an artist in the city.

all excerpts from CBC News Manitoba
July 2015

from MHC Gallery - Mennonite Church Canada

An experiential exhibition of Yorùbá language and culture
by 'Segun Olude and Gibril Bangura
Colourful Faith is the brainchild of Winnipeg artist and educator ’Segun Olude. The exhibit
includes his original photographs and creations based on a book on Yorùbá life he has
written and designed.
Paintings by Gibril Bangura will also be featured, as will contemporary paintings Olude has
collected in Nigeria. A number of events will take place during the run of the exhibition,
bringing Yorùbá language and culture to life. Come learn and celebrate
from MHC Gallery

from Twitter

Bangura calls his work "happy paintings," something he has struggled with.
"I had this upbringing where I really suffered a whole lot, and this has been a problem
within me," he told CBC's Up to Speed host Ismaila Alfa.
"I was fighting hard to get away from all the things on my mind, it has always been there.
Then I began to go away from the kind of anger I used to show in my paintings back then,
and I began to paint beautiful colours. I try to go away from reality."
Now, when he picks up a paint brush, he said he feels the "joyous flow" coming through it.
He said for him, it is all about connecting with people.

from CBC News Manitoba
April 2015

from Global News

"My paintings began to have life, and the more I painted [these] colourful paintings, the
more I began to experience a kind of break free in my own life. I began to experience
peace, happiness," he said. "The more I paint these things, the more I feel liberated. I first
of all saw the healing powers of colours transforming my own life."
Gibril Bangura
from article by Danelle Granger
CBC News Manitoba
Nov.2016

United Nations
Gibril Bangura's work will first be part of an exhibition for the United Nations in New York
this summer. It will then be sent on to London to be auctioned off to raise money for Ebola
victims and their families.

Canada

In April 2015, he was invited to put his art up in Seven Oaks Hospital, becoming the first
artist to utilize a new gallery space in one of the main hallways at the hospital.
His work was then picked up by the Gurevich Gallery in Winnipeg's Exchange District.

England
A refugee from Sierra Leone who peddled his artwork around Winnipeg on a bicycle has
signed a contract with a gallery in London, England.
The London Gallery found Bangura's work on Facebook.
all excerpts from CBC News Manitoba
July 2015

from Just Pretend Like You Know What You're Doing

Our second interviewee was another painter by the name of Gibril Bangura. Another close
friend to many volunteers, Gibril not only participated in our little video project but also
helped to organize all the artists for the show. He was a great contact to the very
connected community of artists in Conakry. The other artists readily trusted him thanks to
his first profession of being a pastor. It was nice to see that throughout the entire weekend
of showings they all called him Father, regardless if they were Christian or not. Like
James, Gibril is a refugee and has been living in Conakry for some time pastoring and
painting to support his family. He too has a rich back story that could inspire a Lifetime
movie. I’ve never interviewed anyone until these two and I found out how intimate of a
process it truly is. I was very happy and humbled to hear such personal stories from both
of the above artists.
from article by Dante
Just Pretend Like You Know What You're Doing
Dec.2013

from Culture Days

People say they weren't having a good day but his art helped transform their life, Bangura
said. Helping them transform has brightened his life, too.
"It did liberate me and it's liberating others. My mission now is to add colours to the lives of
people to just make them happy," he said.
from article by Danelle Granger
CBC News Manitoba
Nov.2016

from Community News Commons

Seven Oaks General Hospital has dedicated a hallway to be a permanent, rotating gallery
wall.
This inaugural exhibit is part of the hospital’s initiative to showcase emerging artists and
create a healing environment for patients and visitors.
The goal is to ignite patients’ spirits, connect them to compelling stories in the artist’s work
and embrace those in our community who have overcome challenges and healed.
A portion of the proceeds from each painting sold during the exhibit will go to the Seven
Oaks Hospital Foundation.
Gibril Bangura is the first artist whose ‘happy paintings’ will brighten Seven Oaks Hospital’s
hallway for the next four months.
The opening reception of this unique and inspiring program was held on Thurs. Apr. 30.
Gibrill Bangura will be doing an artist talk at the Edge Gallery April 23 from 4-5:
from article by Doug Kretchmer
Community News Commons
May 2015

