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Michael Adonai

Editorial
Novelist and playwright, as well as painter and teacher, here is what the featured artist
said about his teaching, in a 2014 interview with Saleh ''Gadi'' Johar...
I have trained young artists, 15-17 age group and I have been doing community service
teaching many other artists as well. I have also appealed to the public to help me find
ways to transfer my skills to the young. Luckily I have the full support of the African and
Eritrean communities in Melbourne, including the full support of Australian authorities who
cater to the diverse communities living in Australia. I have found full cooperation on this
aspect and I am very grateful for that.
The one who gives us a gift of the Coptic fused with the Contemporary; from Eritrea, I am
happy to present to you, MICHAEL ADONAI.
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Art for me, it’s my life. That’s my life: whether it’s under this cruel Eritrean regime . . . for
me, it’s an obligation.
Michael Adonai
from Assenna.com

Berhane
Michael was influenced by his elder brother Berhane Adonai, a renowned painter. In the
early seventies, Berhane Adonai painted at home and Michael says, “I don’t know what I
else I would have become growing up surrounded by Berhane’s brushes and paints.”
When Michael joined the liberation struggle Berhane was also there teaching painting to
young painters. Michel was one of his students and feels lucky he had his brother and
others as teachers. Michael says, “I loved painting with passion and it became my life.”
Talking about his brother he says, “he is my teacher and my mentor.” Berhane literally
raised Michael because their father died when Michael was too young.
That is why he was destined to become an artist, and his younger sister also followed on
the footsteps of her elder brothers - Elsa Adonai is also a painter. That is the influence of
Berhane on the Adonai family.
from article by Saleh ''Gadi'' Johar
Awate.com
July 2014

Brushes
Michael Adonai was born in 1962 and joined the liberation struggle in 1977 when he was
14. During his childhood, Michael used to play with brushes and water colours because his
older brother Berhane was one of the renowned artists in the early 70s. Michael says that
his brother was his inspiration in the field of art. When he joined the revolution, Michael
was sent to a camp of young recruits, where he found the opportunity to further enhance
his basics in the arts. Besides, while taking his academic studies at Comboni Middle
School in Asmara, he took drawing as a subject.
from article by Sirak Habtemichael
Shabait.com

from Pinterest

Michael began to develop a very unique, richer, more personal, more dramatic, and more
symbolic art style in the 1980’s. The power of his traditional “Coptic Art” allegorical
expressionism increased through the war years, reflecting his experience as a freedom
fighter depicting the plights, hopes, aspirations and fortitude of the Eritrean people during
difficult times.
from Australia Africa Chamber of Commerce
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If there is money and fame that one earns, if it is a result of hard and passionate work,
then I consider it good… my focus is in expressing my thoughts and ideas on canvas
without worrying too much about other things, and what follows–fame and money–does
not concern me when I work.
During the struggle era I was also painting, telling the story of the struggle, the culture of
the people and scenes of battles, and such works. My concern was to make sure that I
reflect my ideas properly to achieve my goal of getting the message of the struggle across.
Michael Adonai
from article by Saleh ''Gadi'' Johar
Awate.com
July 2014

Melbourne
MICHAEL Adonai has used his paint brush to reflect the agony of refugees all over the
world. The Hoppers Crossing artist migrated to Melbourne from Eritrea in 2012 and is
showing his first solo exhibition, I Did Not Choose To Be A Refugee, in Australia during
Refugee Week.
His series of 20 paintings pays homage to the 359 asylum seekers who drowned after their
boat sank off the Italian island of Lampedusa last year. Adonai has previously exhibited in
New York, Paris and Spain and this month will exhibit his moving work at The Joel Gallery
in Altona from June 14.
from article by Sarah Anderson – Wyndham Leader
Herald Sun
June 2014

Altona
Adonai, who lives in Werribee, said that his latest works paid tribute to the 359 asylum
seekers who died in the sea on October 3.
“In particular, the exhibition pays homage to an Eritrean woman, seven months pregnant,
who prematurely gave birth to a baby boy while drowning. When rescue divers pulled them
from the sea bed, the mother and baby were still connected by the umbilical cord.”
Adonai’s exhibition will be at Altona’s Joel Gallery from June 14-27. The Louis Joel Arts
and Community Centre is $1000 shy of the funds needed to frame Adonai’s pieces.
Centre manager Jill Bilston said it was a coup to secure Adonai’s solo exhibition.
“He has had exhibitions in New York, Washington and several European countries,” she
said.
“We are so proud to have this exhibition in Altona.
“So far, the centre has received two lots of funding totalling $1500. We need another
$1000 to enable all his work to be framed to a high standard.”
The exhibition is supported by Hobsons Bay council and Multicultural Arts Victoria. Adonai
now works with Wyndham council to share his skills with aspiring young artists.
from Review Property
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from Digob.com

Grateful
“Altona was the place where I held my first exhibition since coming here in November. It
was held at the Joel Gallery with the help of wonderful local friends. I am expecting to have
my solo exhibition soon and hope to start teaching classes to young and promising artists.
I am grateful with this community for giving me the opportunity to show part of the beauty
of my motherland,” says Michael.
from Indian Sun

Thoughtful
With over thirty years’ experience of work in painting and writing, Michael Adonai is one of
the most celebrated contemporary Eritrean artists whose vibrant works offer a personal
reflection on the effect of ones experience of the human condition. Using a unique blend of
traditional Coptic art with contemporary techniques and colourful aesthetic, the solo
exhibition showcases Michael’s bold, passionate, thoughtful, haunting and delightful style.
from Salt
African Australian News Magazine

Spiritual
His fine brush strokes, painterly styles, aesthetic taste and colour palettes are his subject’s
emotional voice and mirror. They are extensive, bold, passionate, spiritual, cultural,
responsive, spontaneous, sensitive, heartfelt and at times haunting or humorous.
from Australia Africa Chamber of Commerce

from Hin and Cha
I want my art to be a voice for the voiceless,” he said. “A voice [for] many victims, [for]
those who take the chance for themselves and their children of a better future.
Michael Adonai
from Assenna.com

from Michael Adonai Facebook

The Hard One Victory

from Michael Adonai Facebook

FOOTSCRAY
Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre as part of Refugee Week 2015.
Celebrated Eritrean artist, Michael Adonai presents his rich and vibrant works offering a
personal reflection on the effect of ones experience of the human condition.
from Footscray Community Arts Centre

We hope everyone is feeling well as we settle into winter!
For the next Catalyst Co-Lab event we'll be attending the exhibition opening of celebrated
Eritrean artist, Michael Adonai at Footscray Community Arts Centre(FCAC). We'll meet at
the Happy River cafe for a quick coffee before viewing his work. This exhibition is part of
FCAC refugee week celebrations
Jade M from Catalyst Co-Lab

MICHAEL ADONAI PAINTING MASTERCLASS
Explore the unique Coptic Art style of Michael Adonai and learn the processes and
approach he uses in his visual art.
Footscray Community Arts Centre Workshop
from TryBooking

Michael first started working with FCAC as part of their Emerging Cultural Leaders
program, a 5 month mentorship program for people from CALD backgrounds interested in
community-engaged arts. He has since run workshops on Coptic art with the FCAC.
from Salt
African Australian News Magazine

Diversity and Harmony
from Michael Adonai Facebook

Hard Times
from Michael Adonai Facebook

Sacred
A Nun (Figure 20), by Michael Adonai (1989), is a pencil drawing portraying an elderly nun
in sacred meditation. The rosary, which is used as aid to devotion, along with the head cap
and special prayer stick add to the dignity and grace of the elderly nun. Michael has
demonstrated a skilful application of shade and light.

Traditional
In drawing Traditional Dance in Mogoraib (Figure 21), Michael applied a unique style,
which is a radical departure from what we had seen so far. The patterns and density of
colour are impressive.

Poetry
Folk poetry is practised in Eritrea, particularly in the high lands. Masse or awlo, which is a
poetry style, is practised at weddings while woyye is used in lamentation or eulogy when
someone of some substance, like a dignitary or a beloved one, passes away.
excerpts from Traditions of Eritrea: Linking The Past To The Future
edited by Tesfa G. Gebremedhin and Gebre H. Tesfagiorgis

from Multi Cultural Arts Victoria
''I came on November 1 because there was a very bad political situation in Eritrea and
someone, a head official from Eritrea, told me to leave the country to save myself.''
“I didn’t bring my original work because I ran away from my country because of the political
situation.”
Adonai says his country’s culture is his favourite subject matter, but painting about politics
is inescapable.
“Some of my paintings are political because I am living in a volatile area of east Africa, so
it’s unavoidable for me as an artist and a citizen to express my inner feelings.
from Assenna.com

I want to reflect the agony of refugees all over the world
Michael Adonai
from article by Sarah Anderson – Wyndham Leader
Herald Sun
June 2014

Author
Apart from painting, Michael also has a talent in the field of literature. He had his base
during the 70s where he wrote small stage dramas for his school and in fact has his record
in the revolution for writing the first published book of original work, which was titled Ab Igri
Ta Abay Kewhi, (At The Foot of the Great Rock). Later after independence, Michael
published his first novel, which was called Mesakuti Mai Mne, (The Gates of Mai Mne),
which he says was “A flashback of my experience in the highland areas of the Mai Mne
village.
from article by Sirak Habtemichael – Shabait.com
His works have been exhibited in the USA, Europe, the Middle East, Singapore and
Japan. Today, he is a bestselling painter, muralist, cartoonist and teacher as well as
author. He has written a number of award-winning books and dramas.
from article by Luciana Manrique
Asmarino Independent
Dec.2013
He is a five-time winner of Eritrea’s national painting competitions, including the
prestigious Raimok prize in 2002. In addition to his visual art, he has authored five books
and co-authored two. He lives in Asmara, where he works as a professional and full time
artist.
from Warscapes:Three Eritrean Painters

Videos
Voice of Assenna: Interview with Famous Artist Michael Adonai – 1.00.01
Eritrean Artist Michael Adonai – 15.28
Michael Adonai Has Arrived For Eritrean Carnival – 3.18
Eritrean Painters – 2.55
Emerging Cultural Leader 2013 – Michael Adonai – 2.47

The Plight of Senafe
from Warscapes: Three Eritrean Painters

EXHIBITIONS
Solo and Group

Eritrea - Ethiopia
South Africa - Sudan
Sweden - Italy
United Kingdom
United Arab Emirates
Kuwait - Dubai
Singapore - Japan
America

Solace

from Warscapes: Three Eritrean Painters

Love
I love my country. I grew up in its culture. I've taken the character that represents the
peoples’ lives to show the world how we are. My Eritrean Traditional art was influenced by
the Coptic style and what pushed me to use vivid colours and fine brushstrokes to spring
the sense of energy and hope through my work.
from article by Luciana Manrique - Asmarino Independent - Dec.2013

Limitless
In my case, I live for my artistic message. My behaviour is dictated by the content of my
message. And I carry the message of my people as I have always done: the suffering, the
limitless oppression, I simply tell the story of my people. I grew up carrying and reflecting
these kinds of messages and I still carry limitless love for my people… I will firmly stay the
course, always trying to do whatever I can to help.
from article by Saleh ''Gadi'' Johar - Awate.com – July 2014

Ambassador
In 2012, UNESCO invited top artists from 30 countries to represent their countries and
exhibit their work in Andorra! Michael was selected to represent Eritrea, he explains: “Of
course, the exhibition I am holding right now in Melbourne is equally important to me, but
in Andorra I was an ambassador of my country and that is not something I take lightly… it
is a big responsibility and I did represent my country to the best of my ability.
from article by Saleh ''Gadi'' Johar - Awate.com - July 2014

from Herald Sun

Michael
Adonai

