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Jean Baptiste Rukundo

Editorial
A recipient of support when it was most needed, this featured artist gives back as much as
he can, especially to the children and the youth.
He uses mixed media; oil, acrylic, wire, wood, clay, water colours, re-cycled items:
whatever he believes will enhance the telling of the story.
A community activist, mentor and teacher, as well as artist, I am happy to present to you,
from Rwanda, JEAN BAPTISTE RUKUNDO.
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Behind The City
from Pearls on Wheels

Kicukiro
Born in Kicukiro, Kigali Rwanda, RUKUNDO is a gifted visual artist, sculptor and painter.
He is passionate about depicting the daily lives of different societies.
from Go Down Art Centre: Creative Entrepreneurship Course
Born 24 years ago in Kicukiro District in Kigali, Rukundo was only four years old when
tragedy struck his family. He was still too young at that age to comprehend how it
happened, why it had to happen and what actually happened. But when it was all over and
his eyes opened to the world, he found himself as one of the multitude of orphans who had
lost their parents during the mad moment of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi.
from article by Joseph Oindo
The New Times
Sept.2014

Rubavu
...when he finished his primary and later, O-level education at Kicukiro Secondary School,
it was natural for him, owing to his intrinsic talent, to join Nyundo School of Arts in Rubavu
District. This is a school where young artists are taught to explore their creative talents.
“When I arrived at the arts school, I felt like a camel that had reached an oasis. Art was my
passion and here there was an opportunity in front of me to harness my talent. I felt
elated.”
from article by Joseph Oindo
The New Times
Sept.2014
A former student of Nyundo Art School, the 27-year old has been practising art since 2010,
when he joined Ivuka Art Centre
from article by Andrew I Kazibwe
The East African – June 2017

from Imago Mundi
Kurema, Kureba, Kwiga (translated: To Create, To See, To Learn) is an expressionfocused, public art project. It uses visual and street arts to address social issues in
Rwanda. Its aim is to further the world of Rwandan art. Read more about the initiative
here.
Jean Baptiste Rukundo is a visual artist. He works with paint, mixed media, and sculpture.
He is a professional artist and educator of Rwandan art
Public art is an opportunity to share one’s knowledge of art with other people. I feel like I
can express my ideas and opinions this way. After understanding the objective behind
Kurema, I decided to join.
I’m interested in this as something new for the Rwandan art world. It’s a good place to
share my ideas with a bigger audience. I want to share my art with more people.
Kurema is a good platform for meeting and sharing my work to new audiences. Most of my
art is seen within a gallery or studio. These works of public art, on the other hand, are
created through the Kurema project and are exhibited outside of it. This way, our works are
being shared with people who have no access to Rwandan art. That, to me, is very
important. From article by Judith Kane - Hai Africa - 2017

Somewhere in Kigali
from Kampala Art Auction

God, in his mysterious ways, turns an ugly and despised caterpillar into a gay and
beautiful butterfly. That's my raw definition of metamorphosis. But the Ivuka quartet of
Shadrack Kayiranga, Bonfilis Ngabonziza, Jean Baptiste Rukundo and Isakari Umuhire
used it as the title of their colorful visual art exhibition that was held from November 14-28.
The theme of the exhibition was about how human beings can learn from nature. Most of
the abstract, semi-abstract and realism paintings that graced the walls of Ivuka art gallery
during the two weeks portrayed salient lessons that human beings can derive from the
natural phenomenon. Birds were painted as free and fluttering butterflies as having
evolved from their loathsome immobile existence. There was live music and free cocktails,
including traditional drink Urwagwa that added colour to the event. This was an exciting
event where art met fun to produce a memorable occasion.
from article by Joseph Onido
All Africa
Dec.2015

Dorothy
The parents were gone, and he was miraculously left with his elder sister and two brothers
in a world where he didn’t have a clue of or any surviving family he could share his
wretched sorrow with, apart from his three siblings. And all of them were still too young to
fend for themselves.
Then a benevolent hand, in the name of a person he tells me is called Sister Dorothy,
emerged from darkness to be his guardian angel, seeing him not only through his
formative years where he grew up with many questions to ask the world, but also seeing to
it that he got what he needed most at that time, education and food.
“I attribute my existence to the philanthropic work of Sister Dorothy. She’s a humble
Catholic woman who made sure that I got all I could have had if both my parents were
alive. I had food, I had education and I had a motherly love. There’s nothing else I can ask
from her.”
from article by Joseph Oindo
The New Times
Sept.2014

Fabien
Born with a natural talent, he excels at working in a variety of mediums; wire, wood and
clay for sculpting; acrylics and watercolor for his paintings.
His friend and mentor, Fabien, introduced Rukundo to Ivuka Arts Studio in 2011. Rukundo
developed a strong direction towards abstract stylization in his paintings and continues to
explore this further in his sculpting.
from Artists Networking

from Hai Africa

from Go Down Art Centre: Creative Entrepreneurship Course

First of all I would like to thank the Godown Arts Center for this opportunity and thank my
fellows class mates for all this time, we have been together, sharing ideas and exchanging
experiences.
I liked your welcoming culture and warmth of the Kenyan people. On my end I will ask you
that whenever you will come to my country, Rwanda, feel free to ask me about any help
and I cannot forget to thank those, who were able to help me.
Jean Baptiste Rukundo
from Go Down Art Centre: Creative Entrepreneurship Course

Ivuka
Ivuka’s founder is the artist Collin Sekajugo, who was born in Uganda and raised in Kenya,
and has made community activism his forte, setting up Saturday art classes at three
orphanages in Kigali, and creating a music and dance troupe for disadvantaged children
called RwaMakondera.
He opened the Ivuka Arts Centre in 2007 (Ivuka means in Kinyarwanda “to be born”), and
it has received considerable international recognition in the intervening years.
Sekajugo’s approach to developing arts to serve the community has been replicated by
several other artists who, having begun their artistic careers at Ivuka, have gone on to set
up galleries and art centres in Kigali of their own – including the Inema Arts Centre, Bwiza
Arts Kigali and Uburanga Arts. These all owe a debt of gratitude to Ivuka for Sekajugo
blazing a trail that they followed.
from article by Stephen Williams – New African Magazine – Aug.2014.

Founded in 2007 by artist Colin Sekajugo, Ivuka Arts started as a center to introduce
modern art to Rwanda. A group of seven at the outset, the artists had a place to work
together and work with the local community. The lack of arts education in Rwanda inspired
the group to invite young locals to learn to paint.
Encouraging young artists has kept Ivuka moving – and growing. In the beginning the
artists were just surviving on the earnings from their art. Now, the ever-expanding group
(15+ artists in 2012) are internationally recognized. They’ve done exhibits and installations
in the US, the UK, Japan, and Rwanda, of course.
So now you really want to check out the centre. Visitors are warmly welcomed to see the
gallery, watch the artists at work, and just hang out and enjoy the great company and the
view. Ivuka is open every day between 8am and 7pm.
from article by Lia – Living in Kigali – June 2012

from Go Down Art Centre: Creative Entrepreneurship Course

Rukundo remembers that right from his primary school; he knew that he was talented in
art.” From that young age, I used to do clay molding, toy vehicles out of wires and make
models of houses using split sorghum stalks.”
This early foray into art endeared him to his teachers who assigned him the role of making
teaching materials like charts among other objects that they used in class to reinforce their
lessons.
from article by Joseph Oindo
The New Times
Sept.2014

from Hai Africa

I’d like to see Rwandans to seek and understand the meaning behind artworks. Currently,
there are few people who look to examine and understand the significance of a piece of
Rwandan art. This comes back to the issue of accessibility.
This is a core issue which I hope Kurema can help fix. Our projects are conducted not just
in cities and towns, but also in villages, where people have very little access to Rwandan
art. We actively seek to increase their interest and appreciation in visual arts and creativity.
From the government, we’d like to see more support towards the arts to simplify
procedures to secure permissions for the public works we create. In five years, I hope that
artists can express themselves via muraling and public arts more easily, taking less time to
get the permissions and approvals.
When people have a better understanding and appreciation of Rwandan art, we’ll be better
able to paint freely on walls and to change the look of communities
Jean Baptiste Rukundo
from article by Judith Kane – Hai Africa – 2017

Mukorogo

Among his paintings at Concept Art Studio in Kacyiru, Kigali, is “Mukorogo” — a collection
inspired through Rukundo’s experience around girls and women. According to Rukundo,
women and girls have lost their self-esteem and pride for their original natural form by use
of bleaching products.
Mukorogo means a mixture of various skin ointments, whose end objective is skin
lightening. Using portraits, the works depict faces of women, but in a rather odd dimension.
To Rukundo, girls and women are better off without these skin bleaching cosmetics.
“The skin complexions we see these days are quite indescribable, which explains the vast
colours,” he explained.
The faces are a complexion of various colour tones — from yellow and green, dark blue
and light tones. This shows the result of bleaching.
from article by Andrew I Kazibwe
The East African – June 2017

from Twitter

Vision
Changing society through arts and collaboration, exchanging and international recognition
as a Rwandan Artist

Mission
People accessing art in easy ways by using live painting and public arts in different areas
of the country
Helping the young and talented to improve their skills and participate in different Arts and
cultural activities.
quotes by Jean Baptiste Rukundo
from Go Down Art Centre: Creative Entrepreneurship Course

Childrens
Without a shoulder to lean on, Rukundo started off as an itinerant painter. “I would be
called by shopkeepers to design for them a notice board here and a billboard there. I
would be called by homeowners to decorate their children’s rooms. Any work that came
before me, I would take with both hands just to sustain myself.”
Months later, he joined Uburanga Arts Studio, where he says that he did his apprenticeship
under established artists there...

Hope
He delivered art lessons at Kigali’s Hope Kids Academy, from 2013 to 2014 before
embarking on a solo career.

Club

And founded an art club at Mwiko Primary School

all excerpts from Go Down Art Centre: Creative Entrepreneurship Course
When he is not creating artworks, he enjoys playing basketball and listening to classical
orchestra music. From article by Judith Kane – Hai Africa – 2017

from Go Down Art Centre: Creative Entrepreneurship Course

Jean Baptiste Rukundo who started art in 2010 says that with this exhibition, he hopes to
convince Rwandans that art is a craft that can be enjoyed and exploited for good
purposes.
''I started drawing and making illustrations at a tender age and I think that my passion is to
relay the message that if you really get to understand art it is something enjoyable. It
shouldn't only be foreigners who show interest, even Rwandans can, as these messages
are meant for them, ''Rukundo explains.
from article by Julius Bizimungu
The New Times
Nov.2015
Metamorphosis Exhibition
Ivuka Arts Studio

Mentor
Visual artists Zacharie Niyigena and Jean-Baptiste Rukundo spent the month of February
facilitating several workshops on art for disadvantaged children around the country. The
workshops and mentorship focused on children from orphanages, those under the care of
NGOs, and school-going children.
The two are co-founders of DM250 Art, a coalition of Rwandan visual artists whose aim is
to “promote, improve, establish and educate the art industry both in the national and
international context,” according to Niyigena. DM250 was behind both the workshops and
a subsequent visual art exhibition featuring works of the winners chosen from the
workshops.
DM250 is an acronym for Rwanda Dushake Impano mu Rwanda (Find Talent in Rwanda).
The beneficiaries were drawn from places like the Gikondo Hope Home for Children,
Umucyo Wejo Transit Center, Kimisagara Youth Center, and Nyamata. The workshops that
lasted a week each were made possible by the volunteer hands of other established visual
artists like Tabaro Poupoute, and Umuhoza Naomi. Art students from the Nyundo Art
School also volunteered to take the budding artists through the drills.
After the workshops, twelve children were chosen for their outstanding art works which
culminated in a group visual exhibition at the Impact Hub in Kiyovu.
from article by Moses Opobo - The New Times - May 2017

Soldier
But Rukundo is optimistic that despite the challenges that dog the arts industry in Rwanda,
he has the steel in him to ensure that he makes it in life through it. “This is my talent and
passion. We don’t earn a lot in Rwanda from art—artists are just struggling to make ends
meet, but we have to soldier on.”
from article by Joseph Oindo - The New Times – Sept.2014

from Kurema, Kureba, Kwiga

The former street vendor said that everyone gets inspiration through their own everyday
life - and for him, growing up in difficult situations encouraged him to work hard to pursue
his goal and inspire others.
Rukundo wants to be a famous artist one day, whose art will be remembered not only for
its beauty, but also for the awareness it raised and the positive changes it brought along
the way.
He also intends to organise free workshops that will offer young people, especially
vulnerable children, the platform to express their talents in art.
from article by Benjamin Rusagara
The New Times
Oct.2017

from Concept Arts – Wandulu Studios
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