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Lema Kusa

Editorial
I hope that in conjunction with the art community, the government of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, honours this pioneering figure of Congolese Modern Art, while he
is still with us physically. In lieu of a retrospective exhibition or celebratory conference,
here are samples of his work, dedicated to African womanhood.
Now 73, I am happy to present to you, Lucien Lema Kusa.
Editor – Natty Mark Samuels – africanschool.weebly.com – An African School Production
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from Quarantenaire du Cerdotola

Kinkenge
Lema Kusa was born on 24 July 1944 in Kinkenge in Bas-Congo.

Kimpese
He was educated at the Protestant school of pastors in Kimpese.

Kinshasa
In 1958 he entered the Academy of Fine Arts in Kinshasa to study advertising, painting and
illustrations.
all excerpts from Wikipedia

The Congo is also known for its art. Traditional art includes masks and wooden statues.
Notable contemporary artists and fashion designers are Odette Maniema Krempin, Lema
Kusa, Henri Kalama Akulez, Nshole, Mavinga, Claudy Khan et Chéri Samba.
from Cooper Hewitt

from Por Amor Al Arte

from Peintures Congo
French is the

Lingua
French is the ligua franca of the country and nearly everyone has a basic to moderate
understanding of French. In Kinshasa and much of the Western DRC, nearly everyone is
fluent in French with Kinshasa being the second or third largest French-speaking city in the
world (depending on your source), although locals may be heard speaking Lingala
amongst themselves. Much of the eastern and southern half speaks Swahili or related
languages. The rest of the country speaks either Kikongo, Lingala, Tshiluba, or a smaller
tribal language
from Enjoy Congo

Liege
He was awarded a diploma and a scholarship to study graphic arts at the Saint Luc Higher
Institute of Fine Arts in Liege, Belgium. He also took courses at the Liege Graduate School
of Business
from Wikipedia

Louvain
A visiting student at the University of Louvain's Institute of Political and Social Science. He
then completed his professional development through work in the University of Louvain
External Relations department
from Wikipedia
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Academy
As soon as he returned to Zaire, Lema Kusa took the position of professor and head of
advertising of the newly formed Academy of Fine Arts (l'Académie des Beaux-Arts).
From 1981 he was deputy section chief in charge of teaching at the Academy of Fine Arts

Institute
He also became CEO of the National Institute of Arts, Kinshasa, a position he was holding
in 2008, while also a professor at the Academy of Fine Arts.

Association
He is a member of the National Association of Artists in Fine Arts and an associate
member of AICA / Zaire.

His work has been shown at numerous exhibitions including the Third Extraordinary
Congress of the International Association of Art Critics at Kinshasa N'Sele (1973),
exhibition of avant-garde painters in Paris (1975), Festival of Basel (1978) and solo
exhibitions in New York and Atlanta (1980). He participated in the National Symposium on
Authenticity in September 1981 at N'Sele held by the Writers' Union of Zaire. He is a
member of the National Association of Artists in Fine Arts and an associate member of
AICA / Zaire.
all excerpts from Wikipedia
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Exceptional
Exceptional presentation of African culture exhibitions of statues from Tanganenge
(Zimbabwe), paintings Lema Kusa (Congo), artistic carvings of the Makonde tribe (South
Tanzania) and an exhibition documenting the most important expeditions of Czech
travelers (Emil Holub, Zikmund and Hanzelka, expeditions Lambarene, the wandering of
Jiří Baum and Ladislav Brom).
from K2 Studio
July 2006

Artistic
This space includes a private gallery and the workshop of this great Congolese painter,
also a professor at the Academy of Fine Arts of which he is a member. He also has other
professional activities such as advertising and photography. The vocation of this place was
also an opportunity for Lema to bring the artistic life to the heart of the City, and to arouse
an interest among the population in relation to his work and art in general. Expressionist
painting by Lema Kusa depicts everyday life, most often represented by women, in a very
lively and colourful way. He has to his credit many exhibitions on the international level.
from Petit Fute

Powerhouse
It also boasts a rich cultural history and has birthed such talented creative powerhouses
as painters Chéri Samba and Lema Kusa, writer Sony Lab’ou Tansi, poet Clémentine
Nzuji, and sculptors Freddy Tsimba and Alfred Liyolo.
from article by Celia San Miguel – Sicka Than Average – May 2013
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PEACE
The Art for Peace is a benefit exhibition featuring 11 of the Democratic Republic of
Congo's most renowned visual artists.
The exhibition is aimed at increasing awareness and drawing attention to women and
children survivors of the endemic sexual violence in the eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo.
The warfare has raged in the eastern DRC since 1996, resulting in serious sexual abuses
against women and girls. The survivors of these horrible incidents have few resources and
rehabilitation facilities to rely on, and desperately require support and intervention. The
main beneficiary from the exhibition will be the Panzi Hospital, founded in 1999 by Dr
Mukwege, a Congolese gynaecologist. Panzi Hospital treats its patients at no charge, and
the benefit from this will be an extension of services to those women and girls who would
otherwise not receive any attention because of the shortage of resources.
Scheduled to take place from Tuesday, 29 March, 2011 at the Sandton Craft and Design
Centre within Nelson Mandela Square, the exhibition will feature artworks that the eleven
artists have created specifically for the exhibition. The participating artists, Roger
Botembe, Lema Kusa, Alfred Liyolo, Henri Kalama, Egide N'shole, Doudou Mbemba
Lumbu, Maludi, Franck Dikisongele, Papy Malambu, Mavinga and Freddy Nsimba are all
internationally renowned as world-class artists with a uniquely Congolese perspective.
Their collective achievements on the Congolese and international arts platforms are
considerable - each of the artists is a consistent feature on the international arts exhibition
scene, have been recognized and awarded by art institutes the world over, and their work
is sought after by art collectors worldwide. (Artist biographies available on request).
The Art for Peace exhibition is the collaborative brainchild of Dreamcatcher, a South
African based event coordination and publicity agency, in partnership with The Pygma
Group, a South African and DRC based advertising firm, with the sponsorship support of
AngloGold Ashanti.
"We must strive to make a difference and restore to these women and children the dignity
they deserve, even if it is one step at a time" comments exhibition organiser Phindile
Mkhabela - Art for Peace is our way of contributing to the solution. After all, as South
Africans, we've seen firsthand the power of collective action in creating change. We're also
extremely heartened by AngloGold Ashanti's support, and that of the participating artists it is precisely this type of collective effort that yields meaningful results. We have no doubt
that the collaboration will make a real difference to Panzi Hospital."
from article by Dreamcatcher – Artslink – March. 2011
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