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Editorial
A lover of cultures, as well as of art and teaching, although he has lived in America for the
last forty years and absorbed Western art movements, the featured artist retains a strong
hold on his roots, which continue to be very visible throughout his creative offerings. Here
is a quote from him...
A wide nose and thick lips are frequent in most of my work. I use these features not as
cultural stereotypes, but to emphasize the natural beauty of African features. I am drawn
to these features and continue to use them in my work, because I find them sculpturally
strong, ruggedly handsome and spiritually connected to my work. The multi-coloured,
mask-like images and abstract designs in my drawings reflect the fusion of both the
Guyanese-African and indigenous cultures and the rich pageantry of carnival.
From Guyana, I am happy to present to you, STANWYCK CROMWELL.
Editor – Natty Mark Samuels – africanschool.weebly.com – An African School Production
Front Cover painting – Passions of the Soul – from Fine Art America
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Stanwyck Cromwell
from Guyana Times International

from Naples and Hartford in Season

Indigenous Spirits
from Piccsr

Africa
The usage of the black-eye pea and other seeds are very frequent in both my drawings
and paintings. The black-eye pea has dual meaning. It represents part of our national
cuisine and cultural linkage to Africa, and is also symbolic of the racial make up of
America. Most of the subjects that I create are drawn from the diversity of African folklores.
from Hunter Editions

Caribbean
A reception will be held on September 13 at 4:00 p.m. to formally introduce the exhibit of
the Guyanese artist. The exhibit will feature Cromwell’s ongoing series of artwork that
originated in the late nineties themed, “Autumn Through Caribbean Eyes.” The majority of
his work is rendered in color, although his black-and-white images are designed to
metaphorically project and create the allusion of color. The exhibition draws parallels
between the colors of Cromwell’s Caribbean palette and those of autumn found in the
United States.
from The Art Guide

America
In July of 1970, he migrated to the United States to pursue his passion for art. Studying at
Central Connecticut State University and Charter Oak State College, where he earned a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, he is currently pursuing a Master of Fine Arts degree,
majoring in painting.
from UMassAmherst Fine Arts Centre

from Hartford Courant

from Fiveprime

Bananas
My memories of Guyana are rich and abundant, but the most striking are the physical and
aesthetic distances, between the cultures of Guyana and the United States of America. A
visual kaleidoscope from this exotic place is referenced in my art. These references serve
as visual footnotes to my artmaking practice, by allowing me a rich palette of sights from
which to draw. The yellows of lemons and bananas are different, so are the oranges found
in sunsets versus tangarines.
Stanwyck Cromwell
from WEUSI Art Collective

Cinnamon
Stanwyck E. Cromwell is a third generation artist born in Georgetown, Guyana, South
America, and is committed to the rich, illustrious and colorful heritage of his homeland.
Applying his paint in layers allows the viewer to almost taste its “flavors” - lime green,
lemon yellow, cinnamon brown, orange, tomato red and banana, being just a few of his
favourites.
from UMassAmherst Fine Arts Centre

Black Eye Peas
The usage of the black-eye pea and other seeds are very frequent in both my drawings
and paintings. The black-eye pea has dual meaning. It represents part of our national
cuisine and cultural linkage to Africa, and is also symbolic of the racial make up of
America. Most of the subjects that I create are drawn from the diversity of African folklores.
Stanwcyk Cromwell - from Hunter Editions

from Fine Art America

from Fiveprime

Surrealism
In addition to work in his familiar style, Cromwell also is exhibiting watercolor-gouache
landscapes, graphite drawings and experimentation with surrealism that he created early
in his career. The earliest piece in the show is a charmingly rustic mahogany carving of a
woman, which he made in 1965, his first piece of art.
from article by Susan Dunne
Hartford Courant
Sept.2016

Abstract
Saturated colours, patterns and textures reveal themselves in my collages, sculptures,
paintings and drawings. Sometimes, my subject matter is abstract forms, while other
artwork is about self.
Stanwyck Cromwell
from WEUSI Artist Collective

Cubisim
Through the use of symbols, shapes and vibrant colours I have been able to project a
combination of cubistic and surrealistic designs. The movement and vibrancy of my work is
like an aesthetic chess game, where one move affects the other.
Stanwyck Cromwell
from Hunter Editions

both this and following painting from Five Prime

Rich
This exhibition, is a visual documentation of my journey as a Guyanese-born artist, living in
a multi-cultural America. Despite my lengthy absence from my country of origin, my
memories of Guyana are very rich and abundant.
from UCONN

Magnificent
Magnificent! So colourful!
from quote by Cildemer
Naples and Hartford in Season
July 2011

Ancestry
And of his paintings he says, “The images in my paintings are reflective of both my
Caribbean heritage and African ancestry.”
In an interview, Cromwell said that he has rich and abundant memories of Guyana that are
referenced in his art.
from Self Portraits of Colour

Farmworkers
from Flickr

from Naples and Hartford in Season

Celebrate
His use of materials celebrates the legacy of his proud Guyanese heritage and in some
pieces utilizes graphite and coloured pencils, often created into a collage with various
paper or found objects. The multicoloured, mask-like images and abstract designs in his
drawings reflect the fusion of both the Guyanese-African and indigenous cultures and the
rich pageantry of carnival while dismantling stereotypes and dogmas.
from STCC: Springfield Technical Community College

Global
Cromwell uses the materials and language of traditional painting and collage—saturated
colors, patterns, textures, and found objects—to create works imbued with history and the
way memories and personal experiences shape history. In this case, Cromwell fused
memories of the Caribbean with American experiences, merging the past with the present
and personal experiences with global movements.
from Connecticut Historical Society
about the 2011 'Echoes from Across the Ocean' exhibition

Cultures
"As a native of Guyana, South America, my work is culturally linked to the Caribbean
through cultural similarities and practices. The mixtures of cultures and sub-cultures have
been a very powerful and sometimes potent experience
Stanwyck Cromwell
from Hunter Editions

Revival
from Primetime

Migration II
from Flickr

