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Editorial
When we think of oil drums, we tend to think of Trinidad; of steel pan and Carnival. So let
me take you to Haiti, where they are used to create sculpture: the penultimate page of this
issue tells you how.
The featured artist is the greatest living exponent of this art form, in which he served an
apprenticeship in the early seventies. Like Bonwire, which is the heartland town of kente
production in Ghana, his home town, Croix de Bouquet, is the original and paramount
place of cut metal sculpture in Haiti.
In a 2014 Smithsonian Institute video, he says ''When we started, there were about ten
people working in cut metal. Now, there are more than 2000 workers.''
From Haiti, I am happy to present to you, SERGE JOLIMEAU.
Editor: Natty Mark Samuels – africanschool.weebly.com – An African School Production
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Vodou
Because these images often come from Haiti’s voudou tradition, which blends West
African Yoruba religion and French Catholicism, Croix des Bouquet metalwork has earned
an important place in Haiti’s cultural milieu. The town’s metalsmiths, who live and work not
far from the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince, are not only artists, they are entrepreneurs,
and cultural and community leaders, too.
from IFAM: International Folk Art Market

Mermaids
The sculptures are representations of mermaids, snakes, dragons, angels, devils and
other beasts, that, for the foreigner, defy description. For the artists themselves each piece
has a significance or tells a story that more often than not, is strongly influenced by Vodou.
from The Haiti Support Group

Ghouls
There are winged zobop (ghouls with both animal and human features), baka (demons
and devils) and loupgaru (werewolves).
from article by Marjorie Charlot
Sankofa Archives
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Noailles
I’ve visited Noailles twice in the past year, both times starting my tour of its many artistic
wonders at Serge Jolimeau’s Workshop. Both times I’ve been surprised to meet Jolimeau
there. I mean, it’s not everyday that you get to meet an absolute legend in the art world at
his home and workshop. Ever-so-humble, though, Jolimeau always says, “Where else
would I be?”
from article by Steve Bennett
Uncommon Caribbean
Sept.2015

Croix de Bouquet
Known as the godfather of Croix-des-Bouquets, Jolimeau opened up his land to the
artisans so they have a place to work for free and learn the trade through apprenticeships.
Today, Croix-des-Bouquets has over 1,000 metal artisans with over 60 different shops and
studios creating social change and opportunity within the community. It is a magical, happy
place filled with energy and life. Although Jolimeau travels the world with his art, he
continues to reside in Croix-des-Bouquets where he supposedly never even bothers to
lock his door. It is that kind of close-knit community; a sharp contrast to some of the
neighbouring slums.
from Third Eye Mom

Sante Fe
His artwork has been exhibited internationally since 1979. Jolimeau has participated in the
Sante Fe International Folk Market annually since 2005.
from Wikipedia
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Peters
Though now integral to Haitian visual culture, Croix des Bouquet metalwork came into
focus only in the 1940s, when American water colourist DeWitt Peters and local
metalsmith Georges Liautaud struck up a relationship. Peters founded Port-au-Prince’s
Centre d’Art in 1944. His advocacy on behalf first of painters and subsequently of other
craftspeople helped carve out a central place for the arts in Haiti, as well as markets at
home and abroad.
from IFAM: International Folk Art Market

Liataud
Born 1952 in the village of Croix des Bouquets. Croix-des-Bouquets is home to such great
Haitian sculptors as the late Georges Liautaud and Murat Brierre, the brothers Louisjuste,
and Gabriel Bien-Aimé.
from Indigo Arts Gallery

Louis-Juste
Jolimeau was an apprentice under Seresier Louis-Juste after high school, and joined the
Centre d’Art, Haiti, in 1972 where he met his mentor Murat Brierre. He stands out with
Gabriel Bien-Aimé as one of the most gifted metal sculptors (traditional sculptural art of
carved metal, particularly from steel drums, inaugurated in Haiti by Georges Liautaud) of
his generation.
from Wikipedia
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Master
Among the other Haitian artists whose work is featured in the collection is Serge Jolimeau.
A star among Haitian artists, Jolimeau is a master metalworker from Croix-des-Bouquets,
a town with a metalworking tradition that goes back to the 1930s.
from article by Greg Allen
NPR
Oct.2010

Elder
He created his own mythological bestiary and his unique style places him amongst the
most famous Haitian artists. Today, he is considered to be the elder of the artistic village of
Noailles...
from Le Centre d'Art

Leader
...we also are proud to present the work of sculptor and metal artist, Serge Jolimeau. His
work as a community leader is impressive, encouraging the whole village of Croix des
Bouquets to continue an ancestral tradition of metalworking that came from Africa with the
slaves centuries ago.
from article by Yolanda Sanchez and Edourad Dual Carrie
South Terminal Gallery
Miami International Airport
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Rich
Jonas Soulouque was born in Croix-des-Bouquet, Haiti. He began his artistic career
working with the legendary Haitian master Serge Jolimeau. The complexity and richness of
this culture are most evident in his artwork, most of which are devoted to birds, musicians
and voodoo subjects.
from Haitian Painting

Magical
Down the road we pass dozens of workshops and shops. At one we meet Serge Jolimeau,
one of the stars of Haitian art, whose work hangs all around us: huge, textured heads
surging with vitality. In Jolimeau’s hands the metal becomes fluid and magical.
from article by Kevin Rusby
The Guardian
Nov.2015

Community
These men are not only talented artists, but they have become leading social
entrepreneurs - creating jobs, invigorating the art community and training new generations
of artists to pass along their traditions.
from Indigo Arts Gallery
talking of Croix des Bouquet
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Monosiet
He was noticed by Pierre Monosiet, director and curator of the Museum of Haitian Art,
while working at the workshop of Sérisier Louis-Juste. Monosiet directed Jolimeau to the
Art Center where the young artist was able to benefit from his advice and those of
Francine Murat.
from Emeraude Michel.com

Clinton
Jolimeau along with Micah Ramil Remy and Toyin Folorunso were artists selected by Bill
Clinton to create commemorative works for the Clinton Global Citizen Awards as part of
the Clinton Global Initiative. At the end of 2010, following the Haiti earthquake and in
cooperation with the Clinton Global Initiative, Macy's agreed to sell Croix-des-Bouquetes
artisan created works from Jolimeau's shop in their stores throughout the United States
from Wikipedia

Bien-Aime
Today, Jolimeau along with Gabriel Bien-Aime are the two most recognized and successful
sculptors in Haiti. Different takes on metal sculpture emerged in the 90's from artists in
Port-au-Prince, but Croix-des- Bouquetes maintained it's workshop for the sculpture forged
from oil cans.
from Gail Pellett Productions
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Oil Drums
Metal drums, once used for transporting oil or other products are purchased near the port
in the capitol city of Port au Prince. They are brought to the neighboring town of Croix-desBouquets by hand cart or on top of a taxi to the metal artists' workshop. Croix-desBouquets is the center of the Haitian metalwork movement. When driving through the
streets of the city, a common sound is the cacophony from the pounding on the drums, as
the metal artists toil away at their craft. As in any art form, some metal work is far superior
to others, and some artists, such as Jolimeau, have elevated their art to the highest levels
of creativity, even finding their way into museums.
from Worth Point

Cane Leaves
Using recycled 55-gallon oil drums, the artist first removes both round ends of the drum
and places these inside the cylinder along with dried banana or sugar cane leaves. He
sets this on fire, to burn off any paint or residue. When the drums are cooled down, the
artist then cuts the cylinder from top to bottom. The flattening process is a sight to behold,
as one of the artist's helpers will climb inside the drum and using all his weight, push with
feet, legs, arms and shoulders to open it up. It is then pounded into a flattened "metal
canvas" of approximately 3" x 6". With chalk, the design is drawn (freehand, or from a
stencil) onto the metal sheet.
from Worth Point

Hammer and Chisel
Using hammer, chisel and various elementary tools, the shape is cut and the various
decorative patterns are pounded into the metal, creating a unique and treasured piece.
from Worth Point

from Haiti Culture

