












































The Future Of Reggae 

and The Clash Between Lloyd Coxone and David Rodigan.

In early April 2017, the world of reggae reverberated with the shock waves of Coxone, as 
he went on a tirade against legendary radio DJ David Rodigan. Huuuh, wow, that was 
unexpected, but what is worse is that the words of Coxone seemed to be driven by race. 
Again, I say “seemed to be driven by race” because Coxone spoke about Sir David 
Rodigan within the context of him being a white man, or outsider to the Black race and 
how he was winning awards for the popularization of reggae to the detriment and by the 
exclusion of the Black music sound system pioneers that were there before David. OMG, 
but was he right?

At this point, I need to say that a number of people, Black people from Oxford remember 
David Rodigan with high respect because he used to run a reggae record stall at Oxford 
Market in Blackbird Leys. Many sound people bought their music on Sunday mornings at 
the Greyhound Race track that was the venue from which Rodigan emerged to become a 
major figure in reggae.

Because of a lack of space, this subject is covered on YouTube, so search for “The Dub 
Interview – David Rodigan Reggae Rewind” and “The Future of Reggae and 1 Billion 
People Online” to get a full overview of what is taking place in the reggae world.

In his earth shaking video Coxone made a statement about how there is a growth of 
European Reggae and the demise of Jamaican recorded and exported reggae as physical 
product to the world. The problem Coxone identified can be understood when we see EMI,
one of the biggest record labels in the world that brought us The Beatles, The Spice Girls
and Coldplay going bankrupt in 2011. With the rise of the digital age, major labels have 
had to figure out new business models for their artists. EMI was UK based and with a 
population of 75 million, EMI found it difficult to find the artists that would keep it afloat. The
signing of Robbie Williams (Take That) with the hope that he would be a profit magnet, 
FAILED. Now, if we go to Jamaica with a population of 2.7 million, and the inability to find 
or create more Bob Marleys, the same that happened to EMI has taken place in Jamaica.

As more people go online the easier it is for those who make music to find that what they 
sing is never paid for.

You will have to judge for yourself if you think Coxone was blaming David Rodigan for the 
problems of Reggae. I don’t think he was, but Coxone seemed to have a problem with 
David being given awards and making a living from Reggae. Muuuh!!!!!!!!

David Rodigan is a Radio DJ and like Oprah Winfrey, has an audience. The film Belle
(2013), starring a cast of British actors, a British Director and a Black British leading lady 
was championed by Oprah, in America, on her TV show with the vigour of a cheerleader 
wanting her team to win a cup match. David Rodigan is nowhere near as big as Oprah in 
terms of global profile but, he does for Reggae what Oprah did for Belle and many of the 
books and films that are on her TV show. Oprah’s show is a reflection of what she likes, it’s
her house and she can cook the food she likes, that’s her prerogative. David has his 
prerogative too and only plays what he likes.



I can think of a few white people I know who have an encyclopedic knowledge of Black 
music, Ethan Brown and Danny Smith as cases in point. As for David Boutte, he is a better
Caribbean cook than me, (way better). The people named do not make me less Black 
because they know more and choose to engage more than me. The issue that some have 
with David Rodigan is that he is a white DJ on a big platform. But again, David has to be 
where I can’t because he knows more.

With any good journalist, the objective is to raise the profile of the material that you cover. 
Whether war in an unknown part of the world, or banking fraud, the job of a journalist is to 
tell you something you don’t know. David Rodigan has emerged as a knowledgeable 
media spokeman for reggae because he knows what he is talking about. So we are now in
an Oprah Winfrey parallel situation here. He has an encyclopedic knowledge of reggae, 
and for a “White man” that is an anomaly, not a crime.

If we then go to the issues spoken about that look at the demise of music sales and 
pressing plants in Jamaica, well the same has happened in the UK too.

Last week I was in London’s Sprint Records who manage the pressing for many reggae 
labels and they went through a huge decline in sales. As the digital age and the IPod 
become the major way to listen to music, plastic dies.

If I want my film to be successful, I will use every means possible to get exposure. If I 
choose to give David Rodigan a Dub Plate, firstly, I have to have the sense enough to 
know that if what I make isn’t to David’s liking, he will never play it. If it is, then, with an 
audience, maybe not to the size of Oprah’s, David’s exposure will help.

And as for the future of Reggae, well fortunately, I am involved in a project that will need 
the exposure that Oprah Winfrey and David Rodigan can assist with, yep, that’s an 
anomaly.

In this world where an American group by the name of Fifth Harmony got a billion views of 
two of their tracks on social media, we will see more reggae music artists that become 
anomalies.

Derek James

See video on YouTube entitled The Future of Reggae and 1 Billion
People Online, directed by Derek James





































 PRINCE  ALLA

Dear Reader. You know its good to sit on the
balcony, when the sun is out - and contemplate the

word 'conqueror'. Friday gone, at The Dub
Exhibition launch at the Ark-T Centre, we were

given a truly uplifting demonstration of the word,
when the visually impaired ROZ KEENE danced for

us, in a piece inspired by the African Studies
course, I've been delivering to the OAB -

Oxfordshire Association for the Blind. There were
other highlights, such as the poetry by Euton Daley
and Amantha Edmead - and the acapello vocals by
Unity Sistren (Loraine and Vicky), as well as the dj
selections by Garvin Dan and Dan-I; but if I never
see it again, that dance by Roz - using the map of
Africa - will be remembered as a piece of creativity

to be treasured: and a great example of the
conquering spirit.






