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Statement to the 1963 African Summit
"It has been five years since every year this day of April 15, was decreed to be celebrated as
Africa's Independence Day. This day is celebrated throughout Africa. It reminds Us of the
struggles for independence during the last twelve months and of our African brothers that are
still engaged in the fight for freedom.
"For several years in the past, as must be remembered, a large part of the African continent
was under colonial rule. In the course of that time, colonialists have stripped the Africans of
their freedom and natural rights, and used their resources for the benefit and prosperity of
their own country. Even today, colonial masters speak ill of Africans by exaggerating their poverty in the press. Africans are also blamed for the aid they receive. This aid cannot fill the
needs of their peoples overnight. From under such humiliation, Africans rose up to safeguard
their right and started to struggle to obtain their independence. This struggle began to bear
fruit after World War II.
"The first African Independent States Conference was held in Africa in 1958. The independent
states at that time were only eight. Nevertheless, the freedom fight in Africa continued with
more vigor and fervor and today the number of independent states has reached 32. This is
four times the size of those independent countries which participated in the Accra Conference. Last year alone Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, and Algeria achieved their independence and
became members of the Independent African states. Although it had been duly extended at
the appropriate time, we will again venture to express our congratulations to these friendly
countries.

“The day will come when history will speak.
But it will not be the history
which will be taught in Brussels, Paris,
Washington or the United Nations …
Africa will write its own history
and in both north and south
it will be a history of glory and dignity”.
- PATRICE LUMUMBA
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"In, our neighbor country, Kenya, a new political trend is taking shape and elections are expected to be held soon. It is our earnest wish that Kenya achieves independence immediately
after the conclusion of a successful election. That Kenya obtains her independence without
the dismemberment of her regions is the policy that Ethiopia strongly supports. Ethiopia opposes all those who try to dismember Kenya under the claim of tribalism.
"Congo has been in turmoil after independence. It has been gratifying to Us to see Katanga
reintegrated last year into the central government to form a united Congo Republic. We are
especially pleased, because Ethiopia has sent her troops to Congo in the name of the United
Nations and made substantial contribution to the unity of that country.
"In Central Africa too, political movement is quite encouraging. Under the eminent leadership
of Dr. Kamuza Banda, Nyasaland achieved local government under its nationals and the day of
her independence is anxiously being awaited in the very near future. It has also been made
clear in a recent London Conference that Northern Rhodesia has secured its right of secession
from the colonialist-run Federation, and it is fast marching towards independence.
"Meanwhile, the fate of Africans in Southern Rhodesia is in a precarious situation. Many Africans and their leaders are found arbitrarily imprisoned and consequently, the country is in
chaos, We will not hesitate to remind the British Government to make use of its responsibility
to hand over authority to the African majority so that Southern Rhodesia will also be independent. Until now the British Government has shown wisdom and sound judgment in providing independence for Africans, in a manner constructive and objective.
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"The South African racial government apartheid policy has deteriorated instead of effecting
leniency and improvement. A large number of Africans, fighting for their freedom, are from
day-to-day hauled into jails without due process of law, and are made to suffer under severe
conditions. Defying world opinion, breaking international laws and disrespecting the United
Nations Charter, the South African government continues practicing its atrocious and odious
policy. Nevertheless, Ethiopia will not deny assistance to our brother Africans who live in that
unfortunate country.
"We shall not pass without expressing our regret to the Portuguese Government, that the fate
of Africans in its colonies has not been up to now improved so as to have prepared them for
independence. What We would again remind the Portuguese Government, is to prepare Africans in its colonial territories for self-government in order to curtail heavy blood-shed. Ethiopia will not refrain from endeavoring to assist in finding solutions by which Africans under
Portuguese colonies will obtain independence.
"In general, We extend our good will greetings to all our African brethren who are still under
the yoke of foreign rule, and wish that their struggle for freedom will bear fruit so that they
would be masters of their own fate. Our help will also reach them.
"Finally, We would like to speak about the May Conference of African Heads of State to be
held here in Addis Ababa. All the 32 heads of state in the entire continent have accepted our
invitation and expressed their willingness to participate in the Conference. We are specially
pleased by the response and co-operation shown by our neighbor sister, Somalia, for her reconsideration to take part in the conference following our recommendation and advice.
"The purpose of this conference is to strengthen African unity. Since Ethiopia's hospitality is
historically known, it is the voluntary duty of every individual Ethiopian to extend the usual
courtesies to our distinguished guests who will come for the conference. We entrust, therefore, to you all that each one of you extend the best reception to our honorable guests.

“INQUIRY IS A MAGICAL POWER THAT OPENS THE DOOR TO
HIDDEN REWARDS AND MUST BE PURSUED CALMLY,
DILIGENTLY AND INTELLIGENTLY TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL.”
- HAILE SELASSIE 1ST, NOVEMBER 2ND, 1970
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"We welcome to Ethiopia in Our name and in the name of the Ethiopian Government and
people, the Heads of State and Government of independent African nations who are today
assembled in solemn conclave in Ethiopia's capital city. This conference without parallel in history, is an impressive testimonial to the devotion and dedication of which we all partake in
the cause of our mother continent and that of her sons and daughters. This is indeed a momentous and historic day for Africa and for all Africans.
"We stand today on the stage of world affairs, before the audience of world opinion. We have
come together to assert our role in the direction of world affairs and to discharge our duty to
the great continent whose two hundred and fifty million people we lead. Africa is today at
mid-course, in transition from the Africa of yesterday to the Africa of tomorrow. Even as we
stand here we move from the past into the future. The task on which we have embarked, the
making of Africa will not wait. We must act, to shape and mould the future and leave our imprint on events as they pass into history.
"We seek, at this meeting, to determine whither we are going and to chart the course of our
destiny. It is no less important that we know whence we came. An awareness of our past is
essential to the establishment of our personality and our identity as Africans.
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"This world was not created piecemeal. Africa was born no later and no earlier than any other
geographical area on this globe. Africans, no more and no less than other men, possess all human attributes, talents and deficiencies, virtues and faults. Thousands of years ago, civilizations flourished in Africa which suffer not at all by comparison with those of other continents.
In those centuries, Africans were politically free and economically independent. Their social
patterns were their own and their cultures truly indigenous.
"The obscurity which enshrouds the centuries which elapsed between those earliest days and
the rediscovery of Africa are being gradually dispersed. What is certain is that during those
long years Africans were born, lived and died. Men on other parts of this earth occupied
themselves with their own concerns and, in their conceit, proclaimed that the world began
and ended at their horizons. All unknown to them, Africa developed in its own pattern, growing in its own life and, in the Nineteenth Century, finally re-emerged into the world's consciousness.
"The events of the past hundred and fifty years require no extended recitation from Us. The
period of colonialism into which we were plunged culminated with our continent fettered and
bound, with our once proud and free peoples reduced to humiliation and slavery; with Africa's terrain cross-batched and checker-boarded by artificial and arbitrary boundaries. Many
of us, during those bitter years, were overwhelmed in battle, and those who escaped conquest did so at the cost of desperate resistance and bloodshed. Others were sold into bondage as the price extracted by the colonialists for the "protection" which they extended and
the possession of which they disposed. Africa was a physical resource to be exploited an Africans were chattels to be purchased bodily or, at best, peoples to be reduced to vassalage and
lackeyhood. Africa was the market for the produce of other nations and the source of the raw
materials with which their factories were fed.
"Today, Africa has emerged from this dark passage. Our Armageddon is past. Africa has been
reborn as a free continent and Africans have been reborn as free men. The blood that was
shed and the sufferings that were endured are today Africa's advocates for freedom and unity.
Those men who refused to accept the judgment passed upon them by the colonies, who held
unswervingly through the darkest hours to a vision of an Africa emancipated from political,
economic and spiritual domination, will be remembered and revered wherever Africans meet.
Many of them never set foot on this continent. Others were born and died here. What we
may utter today can add little to the heroic struggle of those who, by their example, have
shown us how precious are freedom and human dignity and of how little value is life without
them. Their deeds are written in history.
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AREAS OF RESISTANCE
"Africa's victory, although proclaimed, is not yet total and areas of resistance still remain. We
name as our first great task the final liberating of those Africans still dominated by foreign exploitation and control. With the goal in sight, and unqualified triumph within our grasp, let us
not now falter of lag or relax. We must make one final supreme effort, when so much has
been won that the thrilling sense of achievement has brought us near satiation. Our liberty is
meaningless unless all Africans are free. Our brothers in the Rhodesias, in Mozambique, in Angola, in South Africa cry out in anguish for our support and assistance. We must urge on their
behalf their peaceful accession to independence. We must align and identify ourselves with
all aspects of their struggle. It would be betrayal were we to pay only lip-service to the cause
of their liberation and fail to back our words with action. To them we say, your pleas shall not
go unheeded. The resources of Africa and of all freedom-loving nations are marshaled in your
service. Be of good cheer, for your deliverance is at hand.
"As we renew our vow that all of Africa shall be free, let us also resolve that old wounds shall
be healed and past scars forgotten. It was thus that Ethiopia treated the invader nearly twenty
-five years ago, and Ethiopians found peace with honor in this course. Memories of past injustice should not divert us from the more pressing business at hand. We must live in peace with
our former colonizers, shunning recrimination and bitterness and forswearing the luxury of
vengeance and retaliation, lest the acid of hatred erode our souls and poison our hearts. Let
us act as befits the dignity which we claim for ourselves as Africans, proud of our special
qualities, distinctions and abilities. Our efforts as free men must be to establish new relationships, devoid of any resentment and hostility, restored to our belief and faith in ourselves as
individuals, dealing on a basis of equality with other equally free peoples.
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"Today, we look to the future calmly, confidently and courageously. We look to the vision of an
Africa not merely free but united. In facing this new challenge, we can take comfort and encouragement form the lessons of the past. We know that there are differences among us. Africans enjoy different cultures, distinctive values, special attributes. But we also know that
unity can be and has been attained among men of the most disparate origins, that differences
of race, of religion, of culture, of tradition, are no insuperable obstacles to the coming together of peoples. History teaches us that unity is strength and cautions us to submerge and
overcome our differences in the quest for common goals, to strive with all our combined
strength, for the path to true African brotherhood and unity.
"There are those who claim that African unity is impossible, that the forces that pull us, some
in this direction, others in that, are too strong to be overcome. Around us there is no lack of
doubt and pessimism, no absence of critics and criticism. These speak of Africa, of Africa's future and of her position in the Twentieth Century in sepulchral tones. They predict dissention
and disintegration among Africans and internecine strife and chaos on our continent. Let us
confound these and, by our deeds, disperse them in confusion. There are others whose hopes
for Africa are bright, who stand with faces upturned in wonder and awe at the creation of a
new and happier life, who have dedicated themselves to its realization and are spurred on by
the example of their brothers to whom they owe the achievements of Africa's past. Let us reward their trust and merit their approval.
"The road of African unity is already lined with landmarks. The last years are crowded with
meetings, with conferences, with declarations and pronouncements. Regional organizations
have been established. Local groupings based on common interests, backgrounds and traditions have been created."
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GOAL UNITY
"But through all that has been said and written and done in these years, there runs a common
theme. Unity is the accepted goal. We argue about means; We discuss alternative paths to
the same objectives; We engage in debates about techniques and tactics. But when semantics
are stripped away, there is little argument among us. We are determined to create a union of
Africans. In a very real sense, our continent is unmade; it still awaits its creation and its creators. It is our duty and privilege to rouse the slumbering giant of Africa, not to the nationalism
of Europe in the Nineteenth Century, not to regional consciousness, but to the vision of a single African brotherhood bending its united efforts toward the achievement of a greater and
nobler goal.
"Above all, we must avoid the pitfalls of tribalism. If we are divided among ourselves on tribal
lines, we open our doors to foreign intervention and its potentially harmful consequences.
The Congo is clear proof of what We say. We should not be led to complacency because of the
present ameliorated situation in that country. The Congolese people have suffered untold
misery, and the economic growth of the country has been retarded because of tribal strife.
"But while we agree that the ultimate destiny of this continent lies in political union, we must
at the same time recognize that the obstacles to be overcome in its achievement are at once
numerous and formidable. Africa's people did not emerge into liberty under uniform conditions. Africans maintain different political systems; our economies are diverse; our social orders are rooted in differing cultures and traditions. Further no clear consensus exists on the
"how" and the "what" of this union. Is it to be, in form, federal, confederal or unitary? Is the
sovereignty of individual states to be reduced, and if so, by how much, and in what areas? On
these and other questions there is no agreement, and if we wait for agreed answers generations hence, matters will be little advanced, while the debate still rages.
"We should, therefore, not be concerned that complete union is not attained from one day to
the next. The union which we seek can only come gradually, as the day-to-day progress which
we achieve carries us slowly but inexorably along this course. We have before us the examples
of the USA and the USSR. We must remember how long these nations required to achieve
their union. When a solid foundation is laid, if the mason is able and his materials good, a
strong house can be built.
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"Thus, a period of transition is inevitable. Old relations and arrangements may, for a time linger. Regional organizations may fulfill legitimate functions and needs which cannot yet be otherwise satisfied. But the difference is in this: that we recognize these circumstances for what
they are -- temporary expedients designed to serve only until we have established the conditions which will bring total African unity within our reach."
ACTION NOW
"There is, nonetheless, much that we can do to speed this transition. There are issues on
which we stand united and questions on which there is unanimity of opinion. Let us seize on
these areas of agreement and exploit them to the fullest. Let us take action now, action
which, while taking account of present realities. nonetheless constitutes clear and unmistakable progress along the course plotted out for us by destiny. We are all adherents, whatever
our internal political systems, of the principles of democratic action. Let us apply these to the
unity we seek to create. Let us work out our own programs in all fields -- political, economic,
social and military. The opponents of Africa's growth, whose interests would be best served
by a divided and balkanized continent, would derive much satisfaction from the unhappy
spectacle of thirty and more African States so split, so paralyzed and immobilized by controversies over long-term goals that they are unable even to join their efforts in short-term
measures on which there is no dispute. Let us give neither comfort nor encouragement to
these. If we act where we may in those areas where action is possible, the inner logic of the
programs which we adopt will work for us and inevitable impel us still farther in the direction
of ultimate union.
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"What we still lack, despite the efforts of past years, is the mechanism which will enable us to
speak with one voice when we wish to do so and take and implement decisions on African
problems when we are so minded. The commentators of 1963 speak, in discussing Africa, of
the Monrovia States, the Brazzaville Group, the Casablanca Powers, of these and many more.
Let us put an end to these terms. What we require is a single African organization through
which Africa's single voice may be heard, within which Africa's problems may be studied and
resolved. We need and organization which will facilitate acceptable solutions to dispute
among Africans and promote the study and adoption of measures for common defense and
programs for co-operation in the economic and social fields. Let us, at this Conference, create
a single institution to which we will all belong, based on principles to which we all subscribe,
confident that in its councils our voices will carry their proper weight, secure in the knowledge that the decisions there will be dictated by Africans and only by Africans
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FOUNDATION FOR UNITY
"We are meeting here today to lay the basis for African unity. Let us here and now, agree upon
the basic instrument which will constitute the foundation for the future growth in peace and
harmony and oneness of this continent. Let our meetings henceforth proceed from solid accomplishments. Let us not put off, to later consideration and study, the single act, the one decision, which must emerge from this gathering if it is to have real meaning. This Conference
cannot close without adopting a single African Charter. We cannot leave here without having
created a single African organization possessed of the attributes We have described. If we fail
in this, we will have shirked our responsibility to Africa and to the peoples we lead. If we succeed, then, and only then, will we have justified our presence here.
"The organization of which We speak must possess a well-cumulated framework, having a
permanent headquarters and an adequate Secretariat providing the necessary continuity between meetings of the permanent organs. It must include specialized bodies to work in particular fields of competence assigned to the organization. Unless the political liberty for which
Africans have for so long struggled is complemented and bolstered by a corresponding economic and social growth, the breath of life which sustains our freedom may flicker out. In our
efforts to improve the standard of life of our peoples and to flesh out the bones of our independence, we count on the assistance and support of others. But this alone will not suffice,
and, alone, would only perpetuate Africa's dependence on others.
"A specialized body to facilitate and co-ordinate continent-wide economic programs and to
provide the mechanism for the provision of economic assistance among African nations is
thus required. Prompt measures can be taken to increase trade and commerce among us. Africa's mineral wealth is great; we should co-operate in its development. An African Development Program, which will make provision for the concentration by each nation on those productive activities for which its resources and its geographic and climatic conditions best fit it is
needed. We assume that each African nation has its own national development program, and
it only remains for us to come together and share our experiences for the proper plementation of a continent-wide plan. Today, travel between African nations and telegraphic and telephonic communications among us are circuitous in the extreme. Road communications between two neighboring states are often difficult or even impossible. It is little wonder that
trade among us has remained at a discouragingly low level. These anachronisms are the remnants of a heritage of which we must rid ourselves -- the legacy of the century when Africans
were isolated one from the other. These are vital areas in which efforts must be concentrated."
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DEVELOPMENT BANK
"An additional project to be implemented without delay is the creation of an African Development Bank, a proposal to which all our Governments have given full support and which has
already received intensive study. The meeting of our Finance Ministers to be held within the
coming weeks in Khartoum should transform this proposal into fact. This same meeting could
appropriately continue studies already undertaken of the impact upon Africa of existing regional economic groupings, and initiate further studies to accelerate the expansion of economic relations among us.

"The nations of Africa, as is true of every continent of the world, had from time to time dis-

pute among themselves. These quarrels must be confined to this continent and quarantined
from the contamination of non-African interference. Permanent arrangements must be
agreed upon to assist in the peaceful settlement of these disagreements which, however few
they may be, cannot be left to languish and fester. Procedures must be established for the
peaceful settlement of disputes, in order that the threat or use of force may no longer endanger the peace of our continent.
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"Steps must be taken to establish an African defense system. Military planning for the secu-

rity of this continent must be undertaken in common within a collective framework. The responsibility for protecting this continent from armed attacks from abroad is the primary concern of Africans themselves. Provision must be made for the extension of speedy and effective assistance when any African State is threatened with military aggression. We cannot rely
solely on international morality. Africa's control over her own affairs is dependent on the existence of appropriate military arrangements to assure this continent's protection against such
threats. While guarding our own independence, we must at the same time determine to live
peacefully with all nations of the world."
KNOWING OURSELVES
"Africa has come to freedom under the most difficult and trying of circumstances. No small
measure of the handicaps under which we labor derive from the low educational level attained by our peoples and from their lack of knowledge of their fellow Africans. Education
abroad is at best an unsatisfactory substitute for education at home. A massive effort must be
launched in the educational and cultural fields which will not only raise the level of literacy
and provide the cadres of skilled and trained technicians requisite to our growth and development but, as well acquaint us one with another. Ethiopia, several years ago, instituted a program of scholarships for students coming from other African lands which has proved highly
rewarding and fruitful, and We urge others to adopt projects of this sort. Serious consideration should be given to the establishment of an African University, sponsored by all African
States, where future leaders of Africa will be trained in an atmosphere of continental brotherhood. In this African institution, the supra-national aspects of African life would be emphasized and study would be directed toward the ultimate goal of complete African unity. Ethiopia stands prepared here and now to decide on the site of the University and to fix the financial contributions to be made to it.
"This is but the merest summary of what can be accomplished. Upon these measures we are
all agreed, and our agreement should now form the basis for our action."

“YOU MUST ENSURE THAT IN YOUR DESIRE TO
ACHIEVE IMMEDIATE GOALS, LONG-TERM CONSIDERATIONS
OF EQUAL OR GREATER IMPORTANCE ARE NOT IGNORED
OR IRREVOCABLY PREJUDICED”.

- HAILE SELASSIE 1 NOVEMBER 2, 1961
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A WORLD FORCE
"Africa has become an increasingly influential force in the conduct of world affairs as the combined weight of our collective opinion is brought to focus not only on matters which concern
this continent exclusively, but on those pressing problems which occupy the thoughts of all
men everywhere. As we have come to know one another better and grown in mutual trust
and confidence, it has been possible for us to co-ordinate our policies and actions and contribute to the successful settlement of pressing and critical world issues.
"This has not been easy. But coordinated action by all African States on common problems is
imperative if our opinions are to be accorded their proper weight. We Africans occupy a different -- indeed a unique position among nations of this century. Having for so long known
oppression, tyranny and subjugation, who, with better right, can claim for all the opportunity
and the right to live and grow as free men? Ourselves for long decades the victims of injustice,
whose voices can be better raised in the demand for justice and right for all? We demand an
end to colonialism because domination of one people by another is wrong. We demand an
end to nuclear testing and the arms race because these activities, which pose such dreadful
threats to man's existence and waste and squander humanity's material heritage, are wrong.
we demand and end to racial segregation as an affront to man's dignity which is wrong. We
act in these matters in the right, as a matter of high principle. We act out of the integrity and
conviction of our most deep-founded beliefs.

"If we permit ourselves to be tempted by narrow self-interest and vain ambition, if we barter
our beliefs for short-term advantage, who will listen when we claim to speak for conscience,
and who will contend that our words deserve to be heeded? We must speak out on major
world issues, courageously, openly and honestly, and in blunt terms of right and wrong. If we
yield to blandishments or threats, if we compromise when no honorable compromise is possible, our influence will be sadly diminished and our prestige woefully prejudiced and weakened. Let us not deny our ideals or sacrifice our right to stand as the champions of the poor,
the ignorant, the oppressed everywhere. The acts by which we live and the attitudes by which
we act must be clear beyond question. Principles alone can endow our deeds with force and
meaning, Let us be true to what we believe, that our beliefs may serve and honor us."

“TO

UNDERSTAND HOW ANY SOCIETY FUNCTIONS YOU MUST

UNDERSTAND THE REL ATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE MEN AND THE WOMEN .” - A N G E L A D A V
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"We reaffirm today, in the name of principle and right, our opposition to prejudice, wherever
and in whatever form it may be found, and particularly do we rededicate ourselves to the
eradication of racial discrimination from this continent. We can never rest content with our
achievements so long as men, in any part of Africa, assert on racial grounds their superiority
over the least of our brothers. Racial discrimination constitutes a negation of the spiritual and
psychological equality which we have fought to achieve and a denial of the personality and
dignity which we have struggled to establish for ourselves as Africans. Our political and economic liberty will be devoid of meaning for so long as the degrading spectacle of South Africa's apartheid continues to haunt our waking hours and to trouble our sleep. We must redouble our efforts to banish this evil from our land. If we persevere, discrimination will one
day vanish from the earth. If we use the means available to us, South Africa's apartheid, just
as colonialism, will shortly remain only as a memory. If we pool our resources and use them
well, this specter will be banished forever.
"In this effort, as in so many others, we stand united with our Asian friends and brothers. Africa shares with Asia a common background of colonialism, of exploitation, of discrimination,
of oppression. At Bandung, African and Asian States dedicated themselves to the liberation of
their two continents from foreign domination and affirmed the right of all nations to develop
in their own way, free of any external interference. The Bandung Declaration and the principles enunciated at that Conference remain today valid for us all. We hope that the leaders of
India and China, in the spirit of Bandung, will find the way to the peaceful resolution of the
dispute between their two countries."
NUCLEAR DANGER
"We must speak, also, of the dangers of the nuclear holocaust which threatens all that we
hold dear and precious, including life itself. Forced to live our daily existence with this foreboding and ominous shadow eve rat our side, we cannot lose hope or lapse into despair. The
consequences of an uncontrolled nuclear conflict are so dreadful that no sane man can countenance them. There must be an end to testing. A program of progressive disarmament must
be agreed upon. Africa must be freed and shielded, as the denuclearized zone, from the consequences of direct, albeit, involuntary involvement in the nuclear arms race.

“W E

LI V E I N A SO C I ET Y O F A N IM P O S E D F O RG ET F U LN ES S ,
A SO C I ET Y T HAT D E P E N DS O N P UB L IC A M N E S IA .”

-A N G E L A D AV IS
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"The negotiations at Geneva, where Nigeria, the United Arab Republic and Ethiopia are participating, continue, and painfully and laboriously, progress is being achieved. We cannot
know what portion of the limited advances already realized can be attributed to the increasingly important role being played by the non-aligned nations in these discussions, but we can,
surely, derive some small measure of satisfaction in even the few tentative steps taken towards ultimate agreement among the nuclear powers. We remain persuaded that in our efforts to scatter the clouds which rim the horizon of our future, success must come, if only because failure is unthinkable. Patience and grim determination are requited, and faith in the
guidance of Almighty God."
COLLECTIVE SECURITY
"We would not close without making mention of the United Nations. We personally, Who
have throughout Our lifetime been ever guided and inspired by the principle of collective security, would not now propose measures which depart from or are inconsistent with this ideal
or with the declarations of the United Nations Charter. It has withstood the test of time and
has proved its inherent value again and again in the past. It would be worse than folly to
weaken the one effective world organization which exists today and to which each of us owes
so much. It would be sheer recklessness for any of us to detract from this organization which,
however imperfect, provides the best bulwark against the incursion of any forces which would
deprive us of our hard-won liberty and dignity.
"The African Charter of which we have spoken is wholly consistent with that of the United Nations. The African organization which We envisage is not intended in any way to replace in our
national or international life the position which the United Nations has so diligently earned
and so rightfully occupies. Rather, the measure which We propose would complement and
round out programs undertaken by the United Nations and its specialized agencies and, hopefully, render both their activities and ours doubly meaningful and effective. What we seek will
multiply many times over the contribution which our joint endeavors may make to the assurance of world peace and the promotion of human well-being and understanding."

“WITHOUT DIGNITY THERE IS NO LIBERTY,
WITHOUT JUSTICE THERE IS NO DIGNITY,
AND WITHOUT INDEPENDENCE
THERE ARE NO FREE MEN”.
- PATRICE LUMUMBA
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“ S IGNIFICANTLY ALSO , WITH THE BIRTH OF THE
O RGANIZATION , THE UNMAKING OF HISTORY IN A FRICA THE DECOLONIZATION PROCESS - WHICH WAS INITIATED BY
THE STRUGGLE OF THE A FRICAN PEOPLES THEMSELVES HAS
BEEN GIVEN AN ADDED , NAY , A DECISIVE MOMENTUM .
F OR THE FIRST TIME A FRICA HAS LEARNED WHAT STRENGTH
THERE IS IN UNITY . T HUS , WE ARE WITNESSING THE GLORIOUS MARCH OF A FRICA ON THE PATH OF U NITY .”
- HAILE SELASSIE
T UESDAY M AY 24 T H , 1964
F IRST A NNIVERSARY OF THE OAU
HISTORY'S DICTUM
" A century hence, when future generations study the pages of history, seeking to follow and
fathom the growth and development of the African continent, what will they find of this Conference? Will it be remembered as an occasion on which the leaders of a liberated Africa, acting boldly and with determination, bent events to their will and shaped the future destinies of
the African people? Will this meeting be memorialized for its solid achievements, for the intelligence and maturity which marked the decisions taken here? Or will it be recalled for its failure, for the inability of Africa's leaders to transcend local prejudice and individual differences,
for the disappointment and disillusionment which followed in its train?
"The questions give us all pause. The answers are within our power to dictate. The challenges
and opportunities which open before us today are greater than those presented at any time
in Africa's millennia of history. The risks and the danger which confront us are no less great.
The immense responsibilities which history and circumstance have thrust upon us demand
balanced and sober reflection. If we succeed in the tasks which lie before us, our names will
be remembered and our deeds recalled by those who follow us. If we fail, history will puzzle
at our failure and mourn what was lost. We approach the days ahead with the prayer that we
who have assembled here may be granted the wisdom, the judgment and the inspiration
which will enable us to maintain our faith with peoples and the nations which have entrusted
their fate to our hands."
- EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE 1, MAY 23RD 1963
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African Liberation Day
African Liberation Day, also known as ALD, was founded in 1958 by Dr. Kwame Nkrumah on
the occasion of the First Conference of Independent States held in Accra, Ghana and attended
by eight independent African states. The 15th of April was declared "Africa Freedom Day," to
mark each year the onward progress of the liberation movement, and to symbolize the determination of the people of Africa to free themselves from foreign domination and exploitation.
Between 1958 and 1963 the nation/class struggle intensified in Africa and the world. Seventeen countries in Africa won their independence and 1960 was proclaimed the Year of Africa.
Further advances were made with the defeat of U.S. imperialism in Asia and the Caribbean.
Imperialism responded to this tide of victories by assassinating revolutionary leaders and
sending U.S. troops to Viet Nam. On the 25th of May 1963, thirty-one African Heads of state
convened a summit meeting to found the Organization of African Unity (OAU). They renamed
Africa Freedom Day "African Liberation Day" and changed its date to May 25th.
Today, African Liberation Day is a permanent mass institution in the world-wide Pan-African
movement. As an institution, it is stronger today because the masses of African people are
stronger and ALD is their day. As a day of work in the area of political education and organization, it reflects the fact that we have not obtained our freedom, and thus it is a day to reaffirm
our commitment to Pan-Africanism, the total liberation and unification of Africa.
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AFRIC AN WOMAN
African Woman
You are as beautiful as the moon and sun
African Woman
Your beauty radiates, even when the day is done
African Woman
Jah see and know your every cry
African Woman
Lift up your head and hold it up high
And don't you know we love you
Don't you know we really care?
Don't you know we honor you?
All 13 months of the year
So African Woman
Lift up your head
African Woman
Hold it up high
Radiant is your beauty
You light up the world with your smile
We love you
We will do more to show how much we care
We shall honor you
All 13 months of the year
African Woman
Beautiful African Woman
African Woman
Nurturing African Woman
African Woman
Highly intelligent African Woman
African Woman
Mother of creation
BONGO JOE
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MY POSITION
Our distribution of a wheel chair to a young man with cerebral palsy of

MALCOLM
KERNAHAN

Upper Wharton Street, Laventille, brought out some very negative comments from several bloggers. I was accused of acting "in the interest of an
Indian racist party that has been the worst government of T&T". One, Mr.
Okang Harris, then outlined a list of atrocities of the PP Government which
he said was unparalleled in the history of T&T. The PNM was praised as the
preferred political party of T&T with its impressive track record.

My own position is that I think people who do not carry out proper research of T&T's history should not be the ones to be quick to jump and defend the PNM policies. Please let me give you an example. In February 1970, eight years into our independence
T&T was going through a serious social & economic crisis. During this period we had an unemployment rate of well over 14% of our labour force at the National level and over 25% in East
Port of Spain communities. The then black power demonstrations attracted thousands of
young jobless people from throughout this country & specifically East Port of Spain. Afro &
Indo Trinidadian intellectual, especially on the East/West Corridor, were making out the case
that they were severely discriminated against & couldn't find employment in a post Colonial
society which was still dominated by local whites and "French Creole" elements.
The PNM government which my friends ED Reid and Okang Harris are trying to pass off as an
African party, response to this Mass Movement was ADHOC. They came up with a big make
work program called "The Prime Minister Special Works Program". This new program was totally divorced from our cultural reality, especially (here) in East Port of Spain. I am speaking
about the existence of a blooming cultural industry; a growing street type Canboulay type
steelband street parade at carnival; the rapid proliferation of steelbands in every small village
in East P.o.S; the emergence of micro entrepreneurs involved in the tuning of oil drums to
make musical instruments; the arranging of calypso & classical music by home grown steelpan
musicians etc. THESE WERE ALREADY MADE CULTURAL PRODUCTS BEGGING TO BE CONVERTED INTO A MARKETABLE COMMODITY.
But the then PNM ignored this incipient cultural industry but concentrated on developing
"The Prime Special Works Program" (DEWD, LIDP, URP, CEPEP) and all its incarnations. And
these programs are still dependent on State hand outs. NO EFFORT WAS MADE TO LINK OUR
CULTURAL PRODUCTS WITH THE ABOVE PROGRAMS SO AS TO ENSURE ITS DEVELOPMENT
AND SUSTAINABILITY. And let me remind you the steelband movement is a predominantly
Afro Trinbagonian institution. Is this the love the PNM boast of having for black people?
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RAS JAHAZIEL
TO VIEW MORE OF
RAS JAHAZIEL’S PAINTINGS,
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OF THE EXTENSIVE LIBRARY OF
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This is neither a fairy tale nor a Fari tale. It is not even the whole story
but a glimpse of a brave people who dared to dream of independence
and who, for a few days in 1967 took it, only to let it slip out of their
grasp, hopefully, not forever. Any worthwhile study of Caribbean history
would necessarily include the success of the Haitian Revolution and the
Cuban Revolution. The Calabash and its predecessor, Wisemind E-zine,
have highlighted Trinidad and Tobago’s ‘Revo’ of the 1970s and the final
MAMA IJAHYNA analysis has not yet been made of the Grenada Revolution with its invaCHRISTIAN
sion by invitation in the 1980s. This May, as Anguillians celebrate the 50 th
anniversary of the Anguilla Revolution, the jury is still out on whether the island today is the
New Anguilla the revolutionaries set out to build.
For those who do not know where Anguilla is, on better maps it is the 16 miles long by three
miles wide dot, the most northerly in the chain of islands comprising the insular Caribbean.
The islands are located between North America and South America. On lesser maps Anguilla
may not appear at all. The island is one of the British Overseas Territories in a region where its
closest neighbors are similarly tiny and tied, in various degree, to Europe and North America.
What? Are you saying colonialism is not a thing of the past? What! Colonialism in the 21 st
Century? Present day colonialism? The answer is yes and Anguilla remains dependent by
choice. But what plausible reasons can a 50-year old have for running away to taste the
sweets of freedom for a few days while still an infant only to decide against a change of
status, choosing not to become a nation, preferring to remain, in the language of the United
Nations, a Non-Self-Governing Territory. This means that the seat of power is located in the
Governor’s residence and the Governor, to date has always been a white, English person representing Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. At official events where this person is present, the
protocol demands singing the British national anthem, ‘God Save the Queen’. In recent years,
fairly young black Anguillians have served as Deputy Governor.

“ F OR THE ONLY GREAT MEN AMONG THE UNFREE AND THE OPPRESSED
ARE THOSE WHO STRUGGLE TO DESTROY THE OPPRESSOR .”
- DR. WALTER RODNEY
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Fifty is a fine age to be but not, if in so many years, one has not learned to govern one’s self. It
is the time by which if there are not yet signs of maturity, one may consider giving up and
stop looking. People tend to think of 50 as middle-aged but that is true only for those planning to be around for a mere century. Not many people make it that far but islands are different, and Anguilla, the land of my birth is no ordinary island. In retrospect, the Anguilla Revolution was not a quest for political autonomy. The revolutionaries’ vision was that of extricating
themselves from a history of dire poverty and deprivation, starvation and migration. It took
the common will and resolve of the people and the military might of its administrative power
to open the door of modern development. The transformation was indeed revolutionary and
the island enjoyed a tourism boom during the 1980s and 90s. However, life in paradise was
severely impacted by the global recession of 2008 and recovery has been slow and painful.
The demands of good governance have been equally painful and for the last decades, the rote
response to the question of independence has been lack of readiness.
Apparently, some were ready on May 29, 1967, when 1,813 of the island’s 2,554 registered
voters, gathered on the park for a referendum to decide the island’s future. By a show of
hands, the crowd overwhelmingly voted to separate from the three-island colony of St. Kitts,
Nevis and Anguilla, that had recently become an Associated State in preparation for independence. Five brave persons kept their hands down but the die had been cast. The next day,
May 30, the vanguard walked to the police station, disarmed the 16 police officers from St.
Kitts, captured their communications equipment, and by plane and boat sent them back to
the St. Kitts, the seat of central government. May 30th is now called Anguilla Day and is considered the islands most important secular holiday. Eleven days later, on June 10, a smaller
group journeyed to St. Kitts by night, engaged in the first attempted coup d’etat in the Englishspeaking Caribbean. For the next two years, the Anguillians, who had armed themselves,
waged a campaign of general unrest marked by demonstrations, shooting and burning. They
eventually earned the attention of Great Britain, who was embarrassed when its paratroopers
landed, only to find the Union Jack still aloft. The military exercise was known as Operation
Sheepskin and that series of events, as well as the aftermath of legal wrangling that resulted
in Anguilla’s secession from St. Kitts and Nevis, have become known as the Anguilla Revolution. One headline in the international press dubbed the island, ‘the mouse that roared’.
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Stories of the Anguilla Revolution abound, though some will remain in the realm of classified
material, to be revealed only the when the actors are no longer with us. The success of the
‘rock’ in attaining seccession may not seem revolutionary to outsiders, but Anguillians, in the
process of preventing themselves from becoming a colony of a colony became versed in the
principle of self-determination. It is an irony that the strength of this principle is not often
found among people who gladly opted for their own national anthems and flags. My own participation in the action was quite passive, as my 10-year old consciousness was rudely awakened by the unfamiliar sound of gunshots before dawn when the Anguillians invaded St. Kitts
on June 10. As an Anguillian family living in enemy territory, our situation was not clear. My
father, like several other Anguillians, was a senior civil servant with the government in St.
Kitts. My mother, then pregnant with our last sister, was a most apolitical housewife. Daddy
moved the extended family to the basement of our home in St. Kitts and there we slept for
several weeks. I am not sure exactly how this made us safer but since then I have had an affinity with troops in the trenches.
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There was no loss of life during the Anguilla Revolution, though one of the rebels was reportedly shot in the foot. There is another account of a British soldier who died of pneumonia after searching for arms in people’s cisterns – underground concrete structures for water catchment. However, some analysts point to the Anguilla Revolution as a major contributor to the
breakdown in law, order and discipline seen today. Anguilla has not been able to control the
inflow of small arms through its porous borders. Young people, thinking of themselves Crips
and Bloods have died at each other’s hands and several murder cases remain unsolved. In the
name of turf, some youth are unable to move freely throughout the island. While it may be
difficult for them to articulate their cause, they inherited an Anguilla that had taken up arms
for its cause. My two sons and two granddaughters still live there and when, on occasion I
have expressed fears for the safety of the former, their peers have reassured me: ‘no man,
dem safe, nobody ain’ gon trouble dem, dem is Rastas.’ And they feel quite free to frequent
any part of the island without fear.
The New Anguilla of which the rebels sung, emerged as two Anguillas and we ignore the inequities to our peril. With some of the most beautiful beaches in the world, it is still paradise for
some, perhaps hell for others. It is still a better place than many in which to raise children.
This is the land where my ‘nable string bury’, though I no longer live there, as the mission of
African Redemption has called me home to Mama Africa –to Ethiopia, which has never been
colonized. I still fantasize about having all my fellow Anguillians come live and, along with me,
regain their sense of sovereignty. I look forward to periodic visits when I make my daily trek to
the sea, then look eastward and dream of my landlocked home. Ethiopia can so easily absorb
another 15,000 people. Alas, the current reality suggests that my land of birth is resisting
even a plan and programme or readiness for independence. The Anguilla Revolution cannot
be over while a proud, strong, resilient people who know that none but ourselves can free our
minds, continue to opt for the legacy of colonialism. I cannot therefore end without a ‘Fiyah
Bun’ for such a mentality. While issuing blessed wishes on this occasion, I close with the rallying cry from Mozambique’s war for independence, ‘a luta continua, vitória é certa’, which
means, the struggle continues, victory is certain.

HAPPY ANGUILLA DAY!
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“A CULTURE IS A
TOTAL WAY OF LIFE.
I T EMBRACES WHAT
PEOPLE ATE
& WHAT THEY WORE ;
THE WAY THEY WALKED
& THE WAY THEY TALKED ;
THE MANNER IN WHICH
THEY TREATED DEATH &
GREETED THE NEWBORN .”
- DR. WALTER RODNEY
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LET WISE MIND PREVAIL

There

some practical steps to take within the Livity of Rastafari,
therefore if you can honesty claim to be Rastafari and you are white
or of white ancestry you have a moral obligation towards the African
Liberation struggle. If you are black you must lead by example and dispel all arguments.
You should not step aside from the example set by Haile Selassie I and
do your own thing in the name of Rastafari, it will only create multiple
bad vibes and distractions.

RAS FLAKO TAFARI Just to parade in Ites Gold and Green, flying dread locks, saying
blessed my lord and empress won’t measure up to the livity.

It is through the un-repentant position of Rastafari Incients that accounted for the Global positioning of the movement to date. This should not be taken for granted. It is said “That the
power of any individual is measured in terms of the relationship with Haile Selassie I.”
Rastafari livity must not be watered down or compromised.
Rastafari livity should not countenance race conflicts but point out the rasponsibility of each
race, claiming to be Rastafari.
Splinter groups within Rastafari will cause more damage than good as internal strife and own
way-ness will always surface; as such the future of Rastafari youths would be jeopardized.
The providing of any financial assistance or kind to any African or group of Africans in need
must not be treated as an act of sympathy. The Africans did not create their present demise
or InI living in the Diaspora created ours. Many atrocities were committed against Africans by
multiple invading foreign forces, these pages are fully documented in world history. It took
Rastafari Incients and Pan African Liberators many years to awaken the sleeping masses, just
to inhale the breath of self worth; still many are rubbing their eyes and mumbling about disturbing their comfort zone.
The Bling culture and Hype is capturing the youths and there is a struggle to hold Rastafari
youth in focus, however the flames is burning for the long awaited day of African redemption
which will not be given on a platter, but one to fight for.
There are many points of view presented, from which there are common grounds. Now, when
problem surface it is best to start early in trying to solve it. Planning when your back is up
against the wall at the last minute only means that you will forget something, the plan will not
be solid, and your objective will not be realized. It is a known fact that European capitalism
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LET WISE MIND PREVAIL
planned slavery, colonialism and neo-colonialism, 40 and 50 years before the system were implemented. This implies that Rastafari with skills in the Diaspora must organize into cooperatives and study groups on a certain level to become forerunners for repatriation. Rastafari groups and mansions must have this on their agenda.
Cheikh Anta Diop states that, “To overcome the tremendous obstacles in the way of economic unification of Africa, decisive political actions are required in the first place. Political unification is a prerequisite. The national organization of African economics cannot precede the political organization of Africa.”
Since the Education of InI is first and foremost, with emphasis on the youths, Haile Selassie I reminded InI that:
“It is our realization that education is the tested instrument by which a people reaches its civilized
goal that has led Us to bring you to this country to participate in the provision which exist for your
purpose”.
“A good educational background will enable one to help himself and his people. The uneducated,
on the other hand, spend his life under the perpetual guardianship of others, just like children in
their earlier years. The cultured are able to make their own decision thus avoiding domination by
others --- As you advance in your education, you will come to know the benefits to be derived from
unity in which you will play a useful part both for yourselves and your fellow men. With this idea in
mind, we admonish you to study with all your might .”
Itinual Blessings
RAS FLAKO TAFARI

“PEOPLE WHO TREAT OTHER PEOPLE
AS LESS THAN HUMAN
MUST NOT BE SURPRISED WHEN
THE BREAD THEY HAVE CAST
ON THE WATERS COMES FLOATING
BACK TO THEM , POISONED .”

- JAMES BALDWIN
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WISEMINDPUBLICATIONS. COM
FUNDS FROM YOUR ADVERTISEMENT GO TO THE
ANCIENTS SUPPORT … GIVE THANKS
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“SOMETIMES PEOPLE HOLD A CORE BELIEF THAT IS
VERY STRONG. WHEN THEY ARE PRESENTED WITH
EVIDENCE THAT WORKS AGAINST THAT BELIEF,
THE NEW EVIDENCE CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.

IT WOULD CREATE A FEELING THAT IS EXTREMELY UNCOMFORTABLE, CALLED COGNITIVE DISSONANCE.

AND BECAUSE IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO PROTECT THE
CORE BELIEF, THEY WILL RATIONALIZE, IGNORE AND
EVEN DENY ANYTHING THAT DOESN'T FIT IN
WITH THE CORE BELIEF.”


FRANTZ FANON

“NATIONAL LIBERATION, NATIONAL RENAISSANCE,
THE RESTORATION OF NATIONHOOD TO THE
PEOPLE, COMMONWEALTH: WHATEVER MAY BE
THE HEADINGS USED OR THE NEW FORMULAS
INTRODUCED, DECOLONIZATION IS ALWAYS
A VIOLENT PHENOMENON.”

- FRANTZ FANON
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INDIA’S EARLIEST
CIVILIZATION

In Greater India, more than a thousand years before the foun-

dations of Greece and Rome, proud and industrious Black
men and women known as Dravidians erected a powerful civilization. We are referring here to the Indus Valley civilization India’s earliest high-culture, with major cities spread out along
the course of the Indus River. The Indus Valley civilization was
at its height from about 2200 B.C.E. to 1700 B.C.E. This phase
of its history is called the Harappan, the name being derived
from Harappa, one of the earliest known Indus Valley cities.
In 1922, about 350 miles northeast of Harappa, another large Indus city, Mohenjo-daro (the
Mound of the Dead) was identified. Mohenjo-daro and Harappa were apparently the chief administrative centers of the Indus Valley complex, and since their identification, several additional cities, including Chanhu-daro, Kalibangan, Quetta and Lothal have been excavated.
The Indus cities possessed multiple level houses enhanced by sophisticated wells, drainage systems and
bathrooms with flushing toilets. A recognized scholar
on the Indus Valley civilization, Dr. Walter Fairservis,
states that the “Harappans cultivated cotton and perhaps rice, domesticated the chicken and may have invented the game of chess and one of the two great
early sources of nonmuscle power: the windmill.”
The decline and fall of the Indus Valley civilization has
been linked to several factors, the most important of
which were the increasingly frequent incursions of the
White people known in history as Aryans – violent IndoEuropean tribes initially from central Eurasia and later
Iran. Indeed, the name Iran means the “land of the Aryan.”
BY BROTHER RUNOKO RASHIDI
Used with permission from the author
To read entire article see source :
https:/tseday.wordpress.com/2008/08/24/the-african-presence-in-india-by-runokorashidi/
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