
Greetings and Love.
It is with joy and thanksgiving that InI present the Adwa Edition of the Word Sound Power Collective Newsletter. InI 
give thanks to Haile Selassie the First for his itinual guidance and inspiration. It is he alone that sustains these works. InI 
give thanks to the Rastafari Ancients who have suffered great tribulations and paved the way for InI showing InI that the 
race is not for the swift, but for those who endure. InI give thanks to the WSPC’s Elder Advisors whose diligence, honesty 
and integrity allow these works to flourish. InI give thanks to each and everyone who has supported and continues to sup-
port Rastafari Ancients, both Matriarchs and Patriarchs. These works are truly a collective effort. -WSPC
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2011 ANNIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY OF ADWA EDITION



Battle of Adwa (from www.ethiopianhistory.com)

In 1896, Ethiopia fought a desperate battle against a 
stronger European nation attempting to invade, conquer, 
and colonize the smaller nation and more importantly, 
be able to exploit its natural resources. After a long siege 
in the mountains betweens Ethiopia and the bordering 
nation of Eritrea, a series of brutal battles were fought 
between the army of King Menelik II of Ethiopia and 
the Italian Army under the command of the Italian 
governor of Eritrea, General Oreste Baratieri.

The mistrust between the two nations had begun 7 years 
before during the signing of the Treaty of Wichale 
(or Uccialli) agreed to in principle in May of 1889. 
Menelik II agreed to provide to Italy land in the Tigray 
province in exchange for support in the form of weapons 
the Italians had been supplying him for some time. The 
Italians wanted more.

There were two versions of the treaty to be signed, one in 
Italian, and one written in Amharic. Unbeknownst to the 
conquering King was the fact that the version in Italian 
had been altered by the translators to give Rome more 
power over Menelik II and his kingdom of Ethiopia.

The Italians believed they had tricked Menelik II into 
giving his allegiance to Rome in the treaty. Mistakenly, 
they believed him to be unsophisticated in the way the 
Europeans believed themselves to be. To the Italians 
surprise, the treaty was rejected despite their attempt to 
influence the king with 2 million round of ammunition. 
He would have none of it and denounced them as liars 
who had attempted to cheat himself and Ethiopia.

When bribery failed Italy did what so many nations have 
tried throughout history. They attempted to set up Ras 
Mangasha of Tigray as rival by promising to support him 
with money and weapons, and hoped he would 
overthrow Menelik II who had denounced Italy. When 
that failed, the Italians turned to Baratieri, who had 
shown some promise in his handling of government 
affairs in Eritrea.

Baratieri was no stranger to battle and devised a good 
strategy to lure the Ethiopians into an ambush. There 
were three main problems with his strategy.

First, he had drastically underestimated the strength and 
will of the army facing him. Although aware he 
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was outnumbered, the Governor of Eritrea believed the 
Ethiopians to be undisciplined and unskilled at the art 
of war negating the advantage in numbers. Certain he 
would have an advantage over the ‘savages’, he dug in his 
20,000 troops and 56 guns at Adawa awaiting the King 
and his men.

In the meantime, Menelik II had trapped a thousand or 
so of the Italian army and besieged them. He agreed to 
allow them safe passage if Italy would reopen 

negotiations with him concerning a peace treaty. The 
Italian government refused and in fact did the opposite, 
authorizing more dollars to pursue the war in Ethiopia. 
Their Nations’ pride had been hurt by the African King 
and they sought to restore their ego and influence.

The second error Baratieri made was the assumption he 
could lure the Ethiopians out into an ambush. He did 
not think they had the tactics or knowledge of battle he 
possessed as an important leader in a civilized European 
nation. After a 3 month standoff his troops were out of 
basic supplies and he had to move forward or retreat. 
After a message came from higher up in the government 
calling him out as ineffective and unsure, he was pushed 
ahead to attack.

Baratieri’s third mistake of not understanding how poor 
his battle intelligence was became the most costly of 
his errors. The strategy he employed was to outflank the 
Ethiopian army under the cover of darkness and move 
in on them from the mountains above their camp. While 
Sun Tzu would have approved, the Italian commander 
did not account for the extremely harsh terrain nor the 
lack of direction and difficulty in communicating with 
his men would have out in the wild country.

After setting out confident in their battle strategy, the 
officers in charge of implementing the attack learned 
how poor the rough sketches they had were. It was dark 
and cold in a high mountain pass in February and it was 
doomed. Divisions of Italian soldiers became confused, 
lost, and disorganized. Through the confusion a two mile 
gap in their battle line was opened and the Ethiopians 
rushed in cutting the Italian attack in two. Baratieri had 
failed to claim the high ground and Menelik II hastily 
moved his artillery in above the attacking soldiers. Able 
to lob shells down upon the invaders, the Ethiopians 
raced to seize the advantage but the Italians held their 

Emperor Menelik II
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ground and at mid morning it looked as if they 
may be able to win in spite of all the difficulty they 
had encountered.

Considering retreat, Menelik II was persuaded by his 
advisors to commit to the battle an additional 25,000 
soldiers he had been holding in reserve. Those additional 
troops proved to be the difference in the outcome of the 
ferocious melee. Having fought hundreds of battles to 
protect their homeland, Menelik’s warriors attacked with 
a ferocity the Italians couldn’t have imagined. Taking 
hardly any prisoners, the victors of Battle of Adwa killed 
289 Italian officers, 2,918 European soldiers and about 
2,000 askari. A further 954 European troops were 
missing, while 470 Italians and 958 askari were wounded. 

Some 700 Italians and 1,800 askari fell into the hands of 
the Ethiopian troops.

With the victory at the Battle of Adwa in hand and the 
Italian colonial army destroyed, Eritrea was King Mene-
lik’s for the taking but no order to occupy was given. It 
seems that Menelik II was wiser than the Europeans had 
given him credit for. Realizing they would bring all their 
force to bear on his country if he attacked, he instead 
sought to restore the peace that had been broken by the 
Italians and their treaty manipulation seven years before. 
In signing the treaty, Menelik II again proved his adept-
ness at politics as he promised each nation something 
for what they gave and made sure each would benefit his 
country and not a rival nation. 

Painting depicting the Battle of Adwa
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Emperor Menelik II, Empress Taitu and the Royal Court
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Ancients Medical Assistance Fund (AMA)

The Ancients Medical Assistance Fund has been a great 
success thanks to the generous contributions of collective 
members. The AMA fund enables InI to respond quickly 
and efficiently to the medical needs of InI Elders. Thus 
far, the following Elders have benefited from the fund:
Bongo Roy, Bongo Shephan and Alta Joe. It is our hope 
that the Word Sound Power Collective’s AMA Fund 
will continue to be a resource for Rastafari Ancients.

InI will itinue to move forward with fundraising for 
individual projects and Elders. In addition to those 
works, the AMA fund will be ongoing and InI  
encourage ones and ones to make a freewill strength to 
the fund at any time. Transparency is a priority of the 
Collective and InI will make ones aware when a strength 
from the AMA fund has been sent forward, what the 
amount was and who the recepient is. InI will rely on 
mobilizing fundraising when the fund does not have a 
positive balance.

 To make a donation to the Ancients
Medical Assistance fund, go to:

http://www.paypal.com 
Use wordsoundpowercollective@hotmail.

com. Write AMA in the subject line.
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Bongo Roy Alta Joe Bongo Shephan photo: Rasta Jorge Ascencio Esparza

“Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to 

give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.” Daniel 3:28
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Haile Selassie I Speech: Living in Peace

“Wise men have always known the deep and pervading 
truth that it is better to give than to receive, for even as it 
conflicts with selfish and ambitious desires, it moderates 
and controls them.

Giving always demands sacrifice. To overcome the 
temptation to enjoy mere daily comfort, to press resolutely 
and patiently forward on the scheduled way, are true tests 
of the high degree of determination that should bind you 
together. Memories of past injustices should not divert us 
from the more pressing business at hand.

We must live in peace with our former colonizers, 
shunning recrimination and bitterness and fore-swearing 
 

the luxury of vengeance and retaliation, lest the acid of 
hatred erode our souls and poison our hearts.

Let us act as befits the dignity which we claim for ourselves 
as Africans, proud of our own special qualities, distinctions, 
and abilities. We must speak out on major issues,  
courageously, openly and honestly, and in blunt terms of 
right and wrong.

If we yield to blandishments or threats, if we compromise 
when no honourable compromise is possible, our influence 
will be sadly diminished and our prestige woefully 
 prejudiced and weakened.

On this day which men of earth and angels of heaven could 
neither have foreseen nor known, I give thanks unutterable 
by the mouth of man to the living God who has enabled 
me to be present among you.

Today is the beginning of a new era in the history of 
Ethiopia. Since this is so, do not reward evil for evil, do not 
commit any act of cruelty like those which the enemy 
committed against us. Do not allow the enemy any occasion 
to foul the good name of Ethiopia.

We shall take his weapons and make him return by the way 
he came.

We believe in cooperation and collaboration to promote the 
cause of international security, the equality of man and the 
welfare of mankind.

We believe in the peaceful settlement of all disputes 
without resorting to force.

And in accordance with the charter of O.A.U. we will strive 
to eradicate colonialism, racism and apartheid from the face 
of the earth, to frustrate the efforts being made by foreign 
powers to dictate the destiny of the African continent, and 
we will continue to stand.”  SELAH!

His Imperial Majesty and children
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The foundation of Rastafari cannot be 
ignored or swept under the carpet for 
reformation in the eyes of society.  
Rastafari is not about appeasement, 
Rastafari is rooted in anti-colonial 
struggle and the Battle of Adwa is 
the living testimony, as such Emperor 
Menelik II and Empress Taitu, spoke 

the following words to Italian generals.

“If you wish to start the next war, nobody will be afraid; we 
will see you when you turn into action. Don’t ever think that 
we are not willing to sacrifice our comfort and die for our 
country. Giving one’s life for the country is an honorable act... 

HIM and HRH Ancient of Days

...I would never give any nation power over Ethiopia” 
-Emperor Menelik II

“I am a woman, and don’t like war .However I would rather 
die, rather than accepting your deal.” 
–Empress Taitu

On the 1st of March 1896 Ethiopia military might defeated 
the Italian colonial army in the Battle of Adwa; this victory 
signaled the decline of European colonization of Black Africa.

InI will forever remember the Battle of Adwa and be confident 
that good will always triumph over evil.

The Battle of  Adwa by Ras Flako Tafari
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At the news of the victory at Adowa black people all over the world rejoiced. 
Ethiopia became a symbol of the struggle for freedom and black intellectuals and religious leaders made pilgrimages to the country. The 
battle of Adowa not only saved Ethiopia from colonization by Rome but raised the status of an African country to an equal partner in 

the world community.When the Italians under Mussolini again invaded the country 40 years later, black people 
worldwide supported Haile Selassie’s efforts to regain freedom for Ethiopia and celebrated on May 5th 1941 when the Emperor  

returned in triumph to Addis Abeba. March 1st is a day of celebration in Ethiopia and in the RasTafari community internationally. 
(courtesy of www.rastaites.com)
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Haile Selassie on the Nuclear Threat

“I would mention briefly today two particular issues which 
are of deep concern to all men: disarmament and the 
establishment of true equality among men.

Disarmament has become the urgent imperative of our time.  
I do not say this because I equate the absence of arms to 
peace, or because I believe that bringing an end to the nuclear 
arms race automatically guarantees the peace, or because the 
elimination of nuclear warheads from the arsenals of the world 
will bring in its wake that change in attitude requisite to the 
peaceful settlement of disputes between nations. Disarmament 

is vital today, quite simply, because of the immense destructive 
capacity of which men dispose.

Ethiopia supports the atmospheric test ban treaty as a step 
towards this goal, even though only a partial step. Nations can 
still perfect weapons of mass destruction by underground 
testing. There is no guarantee against the sudden, 
unannounced resumption of testing in the atmosphere.

The real significance of the treaty is that it admits of a tacit 
stalemate between the nations which negotiated it, a stalemate 
which recognizes the blunt, unavoidable fact that none would 
emerge from the total destruction which would be the lot of all 
in a nuclear war, a stalemate which affords us and the United 
Nations a breathing space in which to act.

Here is our opportunity and our challenge. If the nuclear 
powers are prepared to declare a truce, let us seize the moment 
to strengthen the institutions and procedures which will serve 
as the means for the pacific settlement of disputes among men.

Conflicts between nations will continue to arise. The real 
issue is whether they are to be resolved by force, or by resort to 
peaceful methods and procedures, administered by impartial 
institutions. This very Organization itself is the greatest such 
institution, and it is in a more powerful United Nations that 
we seek, and it is here that we shall find, the assurance of a 
peaceful future.

Were a real and effective disarmament achieved and the funds 
now spent in the arms race devoted to the amelioration of 
man’s state; were we to concentrate only on the peaceful uses 
of nuclear knowledge, how vastly and in how short a time 
might we change the conditions of mankind. This should be 
our goal...

The stakes of each one of us identical – life or death. We all 
wish to live. We all seek a world in which men are freed of the 
burdens of ignorance, poverty, hunger and disease. And we 
shall all be hard-pressed to escape the deadly rain of nuclear 
fall-out should catastrophe overtake us.” 

The Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah



Rainbow Warriors and Priests
by Matriarch Nana Farika

Rastafari resurrected as;
Rainbow warriors and priests

Igels of love
Igels of war
Igels of peace

Blood and fire igels
Gabriel, Michael as Ithiopians

No separation
Nyahbinghi priests blessing flames for earth’s purification

Pouring flames for Afrika’s crucifixion
Fanning  flames of retribution

Lest we forget

Rainbow photo: Ras Flako Tafari  Inset photo: Ras Adam
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Nyahbinghi Elders in DC photo: Peter Barry
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Summary of works since Nov. 2010 update

Bongo Jack
Health and Strength ($200)

Dawta Dean
Health and Strength ($200)

Bongo Vin and Mama Enid
Hernia Surgery for Bongo Vin ($205)

Bongo Roy
Medical Attention ($200 AMA fund)

Alta Joe
Medical Attention ($200 AMA fund)

Total since Nov. 2nd ($1005.00)

Give thanks Collective!
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Bongo Jack

Alta Joe

Dawta Dean

Mama Enid and Bongo Vin Bongo Roy



To give a freewill strength 
for the benefit of Rastafari Ancients, please visit:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Word-
Sound-Power-Collective/341196704757

www.myspace.com/wordsoundpowercollective
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Ones can also donate directly on wwww.paypal.com 
with wordsoundpowercollective@hotmail.com 
as the payee address.

Elder Mortimo Planno during HIM’s visit to Jamaica

For updates on these and other Rastafari Global works,
 please check www.rastaites.com
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1. Spread the Word
 -forward this newsletter
 -visit our blogspot and facebook  page
 -request to be added to email bulletins 
 -Do you have a sound system? Are you a DJ? 
Spread the word sound-wise. Tell the people about 
the works and send them to the website.

2. Host Fundraisers
 -Raise funds in your respective areas with a 
fundraiser. Request donations of  Music, ital food 
and Rastafari crafts to be sold for the benefit of 
Rastafari Elders. Ones and Ones are holding these 
fundraisers over the Earth for WSPC.

3. Donate Freewill Strength
 -Visit www.paypal.com and use
 wordsoundpowercollective@hotmail.com as the 
payee address.
 -InI encourage Rastafari craftspeople and 
culture shop owners to donate crafts or a portion of 
sales to benefit Rastafari Ancients.
Contact InI: wordsoundpowercollective@hotmail.com


