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To demonstrate the centrality of Ethiopia; it's spiritual magnetism, attracting those 

living in the Caribbean, the Americas, Europe - as well as other parts of the continent, 

I would like to spend some time with five figures, of the 19th and early 20th centuries, 

who I call the Kush Quintet. 
 

Benito Sylvain was a young dreamer from Haiti, who in his eventful and active life, 

met and befriended Emperor Menelik II. 
 

Born and schooled in Haiti, he took higher education in France. Due to a decree, 

forbidding foreigners from studying at the naval academy, he took a degree in 
Philosophy, instead of the Sciences. During his French sojourn, he founded Fraternite 

(Fraternity), a newspaper; ''to defend the interests of the Black Race in Europe''. In 

1898, he founded the Black Youth of Paris Association; to support and educate, the 

Black youth of that metropolis. 
 

He represented  Haiti, at abolition congresses, in Belgium as well as France. 

National representation was also conferred on him, at the first ever Pan-African 
Conference, held in London, in 1900. This monumental endeavour, was organised  by 

the Trinidadian lawyer, Henry Sylvester Williams; from the town called  Arouca, that 

also produced C.L.R. James and George Padmore. From this event, the formerly 
known African Association, founded by Williams, became known as the Pan-African 

Association. Sylvain was given the position as General Delegate for Africa.  Dubois 

was named, Secretary of the American branch.  

 
It was at this  gathering, that the friendship between Menelik II and Benito 

Sylvain was seen; for as well as speaking for Haiti, the Emperor asked him to 

represent Ethiopia. Said to have visited that country four times; on missions of eager 
diplomacy, as well as spiritual enrichment. Coming from the country that defeated 

France, he brought goodwill to the country, that recently defeated Italy. Benito 

Sylvain went from envoy to employee; Aide-to-Camp, to the Emperor of Ethiopia. 
 

Staying in the Caribbean, we go from Haiti to Jamaica; to Joel Augustus Rogers. 

Born in Jamaica,  in his mid-twenties, he left for America - taking American 

citizenship. 
 

Initially earning his living teaching and train portering, he became a widely 

respected journalist and historian. He wrote for such important newspapers, as the 
Crisis (N.A.C.C.P.), the Messenger, Negro World (UNIA); as well as the Pittsburgh 

Courier, which we shall come to later. Knowing Marcus Garvey from his youth, he 

became a regular contributor to the Negro World, as well as covering the Garvey trial. 

 
But it's in his role as historian, that he has garnered most praise. A self-taught 

man, who learnt four languages (Spanish, French, German and Portuguese). He 

travelled throughout Europe, in Egypt and Sudan - undertaking meticulous research, 
in archives and libraries. Set and undeterred; on a mission to show the globe  Africa's 

contribution to world culture. 
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He wrote of ancient kingdoms. He authored biographies, paying homage to Black 

personages. He wrote of the Maroons. Words to counteract, the utterances of the 

Klan. His most well known work, is the 1917, From Superman to Man. Using his wide 
research, this book refuted the widespread belief in black inferiority; in the style of a 

conversation, between a black train porter and a travelling white politician. 

 
Although he never received higher education or a degree, he was an intellectual of 

international renown; becoming a member of American and French, anthropological 

and geographical societies. 

Going back to his journalism now. It was in his role as Foreign Correspondent, for 
the Pittsburgh Courier, one of African America's most popular newspapers, that  he 

became the first Black war correspondent; covering the Italo-Ethiopian War, of 1936. 

Going back six years, he was presented with a Coronation Medal, by Ras Tafari, after 
covering his 1930 enthronement, for the African American public. 

 

At a later time in Jamaica, emerged the talents of Una Marson. One of my all-time 
favourite photographs, is of a seated Una Marson, in her role as broadcaster; 

surrounded by European luminaries, such as George Orwell, T.S. Eliot and William 

Empson. 

 
After finishing secondary education, she worked as a secretary and social worker. 

After learning of journalism and while assistant editor of the Jamaica Critic, in 1928, 

she became Jamaica's first black female editor and publisher, when she founded the 
Cosmopolitan.  

 

Two years later, her first collection of poems were published, entitled Tropic 

Reveries. In 1932, she moved to London. The racism and sexism she received there, 
propelled her into joining, organisations of international feminism. 

 

Back in Kingston, she went on a mission to promote literacy and  national 
authorship – founding the Kingston Drama Club and Readers and Writers Club. She 

produced plays and published more poetry.  

 
Returning to London in 1938, she continued her work for the Jamaican Save the 

Children project, as well as her journalism - commencing work for the BBC. She went 

on to produce Caribbean Voices; BBC Radio Empire Service broadcasts. Through these 

shows, she met figures such as Marcus Garvey, Paul Robeson and Jomo Kenyatta. She 
was able to introduce writers such as Sam Selvon, Derek Walcott and George 

Lamming, to a wider public. 

 
One of the figures she met through her BBC work, was Haile Selassie. In 1936, she 

went to Switzerland as his secretary - part of the Ethiopian delegation to Geneva; 

when he spoke before the League Nations. 
 

A journalist, editor, teacher, educator, lawyer and politician, by the name of 

Joseph Casely-Hayford; from the Fante of Ghana, who was also a founding figure, in 

the establishment of  Achimoto College, where Kwame Nkrumah first studied, 
published his only novel - the first to be written by an African in English. One of the 

first writings, of Pan African fiction. It was titled Ethiopia Unbound. 

 
Inspired by W. B. Dubois, Drusilla Houston, a founder of schools, who lived for 

most of her life in Oklahoma, became like Joel Rogers, a self-taught historian. In 

writing her magum opus, this journalist, teacher and educator, became the first Black 



woman, to write a multi-volume work, on ancient Africa. This massive effort, 

published in 1926, was called Wonderful Ethiopians, of the Ancient Kushite Empire. 

 
 

Five great journalists, pioneering figures, en route to Pan-Africanism; blessed by 

their respective roads, that led to Ethiopia. 
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