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The Una Marson Interviews 
 

IV 

 

to Delia Jarrett-Macauley and Imaobong D.Umoren 
 

 

Crystal and Ruby are sitting – heads bobbing, upper bodies slightly 

swaying – in the Community FM Radio station, listening to Mama Africa, 

by Garnett Silk. She fades out, as airtime begins... 
 

Crystal: Dear listeners that beautiful piece of music was chosen by our 

beautiful guest. As you know, Ruby Gayle is with us again in the penultimate 

session of the Una Marson Interviews. (turning to Ruby) The warmest of 
Community FM welcomes to you my Bringer of Gems. 

 

Ruby: I'm priviledged to be the recipient of that welcome Mama Crystal. 

 
Crystal: Now, there is much to talk about, but let me give the listeners an 

update. (Turning away from Ruby) Ruby has been appointed as consultant, 

on the envisaged Una Marson Walk spearheaded by one of the museums. 

Through its network it has managed to attract some prospective sponsors. Our 

guest of growing fame has also been asked to deliver a lecture at the Claudia 
Jones Organisation – and to deliver a course to young offenders at Holloway 

Prison. And my youngest child, who as I said, quoted you in a school article – 

now has a large photo of you on one of her project folders! 

 
Ruby: Ahhh! Bless her. I'll have to see if I can do something at her school. 

 

Crystal: She'd love that!.. You've got so much to offer. I see you as 

teacher/mentor/role model, all rolled into one. 
 

Ruby: I would love to help the younger ones in their going forward - to help 

them touch the peak. 

 
Crystal: It will happen for sure! Remember I called you a precious whirlwind. 

Carry on Ruby – you're going through! (they both laugh) 

 

Ruby: Well, I have to thank you, for the cherished guidance. Whatever 

happens I'll be eternally grateful: you were the first. 
 

Crystal: My pleasure. Now, let's go back to the name Claudia Jones for our 

listeners who may not be aware of her. Amongst her many accomplishments, is 

that she established the Notting Hill Carnival: as a gift of healing to the area, 
after a summer of racial tension – and a murder. She was a leading feminist, 

as well as Pan-Africanist. Thousands rock at Carnival each year, totally 

unaware of its beginning – the reason why it began. Claudia Jones is one of my 

heroines too. 
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Ruby: She's got to be! 

 

Crystal: So where do we start, with the feminism of Sista Una? 
 

Ruby:... I guess we start with the word – feminism. For many, it conjures up 

all kinds of thinking and scenerios, often negative. Many people, including 

some women, are still uncomfortable with the word feminism. 
 

Crystal: I know what you're saying, like a stinkbomb, that no one wants to 

carry. 

 
Ruby: That's it. So to begin, I'd like to give a dictionary definition – Merriam-

Webster - of that darkened word. Each dictionary, says more or less the same 

thing....the belief that men and women should have equal rights and 

opportunities - organized activity in support of women's rights and interests. 

As simple as that: nothing warped, or remotely sinister... Hopefully, that will 
help to clear the fog, to give some clarity to the meaning of the word. In the 

end: it’s an ages-long plea, backed by intermittent action, for what we should 

rightfully share in – that's all. 

 
Crystal: Amen and amen again. But I remember growing up, when feminism 

was associated with lesbianism, hippies and macho-looking women. Many 

women were uncomfortable with the term, were weary of its possible 

attachment, felt somewhat tainted by association with it. Also feminism was 
often seen as a white domain, peopled by the middle class. It was a term often 

too hot to handle. 

 

Ruby: True. Feminists were often stereotyped as those with short haircuts and 
Dr. Martins. Just like ancestral Africa has been presented in such a way that 

many of African descent don't want to be connected with it – so it was with the 

term feminism; twisted so many women did not want to touch it. Yet Africa 

and its diaspora has a long tradition of self-empowered women – from Queen 

Nzinga and Yaa Asantewa, to Anna Julia Cooper and Una Marson – we just 
never called them feminists. 

 

Crystal: Perfectly put! Those women you mentioned constitute a pantheon of 

African Goddesses. 
 

Ruby: I agree Mama Crystal. Each one an icon. 

 

Crystal: True. And these inteviews are like audio shrines. 
 

Ruby: I like that! Audio shrines. So we're on veneration airwaves! (They 

laugh together). 

 

Crystal: Which makes you and I, custodians of the shrine. A role I gladly 
accept. 

 



Ruby: I also (they touch fists while smiling). 

 

Crystal: So when did we see the first manifestation, of her feminism. 

 
Ruby: Its first fullest representation would have been through her crucial 

creation, The Cosmopolitan. 

 

Crystal: I'll just remind our listeners that this was the magazine she founded 
in 1928, making her the first female publisher in Jamaica. 

 

Ruby: And I think it was full steam ahead! I think she must have relished the 

editorial freedom, that the magazine gave her - a daily celebration of potential. 
 

Crystal: Unleashed! 

 

Ruby: Believe it! Finally, the channel was open – and she took in all-comers! 

She supported women whenever she could, especially through the labyrinth of 
employment; rock bottom renumeration, non-access to training – and the 

illegality of trade union formation. The magazine was also the in-house journal 

of the Stenographers' Association – the secretarial/office workers. It 

highlighted the achievements of women – and reported on their gatherings. 
Sometimes I think of the Cosmopolitan as information, advice and employment 

centre all in one. It was a handbook of solidarity: a manual for aspirational 

women. For three years she carried the torch. But with the fall-out from the 

Depression and growng pressure from the advertisers, the torch was 
extinguished - temporarily. Although there was this setback, she would 

continue to implement the Cosmopolitan declaration – ''This is the age of 

woman: What man has done, women may do''. 

 
Crystal: That's a mission statement, if ever I heard one! She was indomitable 

wasn't she? 

 

Ruby: Yes, seems like that word was invented for her! 

 
Crystal: It does, doesn't it! So there she was back in the twenties forging 

ahead - and yet, here we are in the 21th century still somewhat ignorant of its 

meaning. A term darkened by taboo. You hear discussions here and there, 

about racism or sexism - but the term feminism is very rarely used or 
discussed, especially amongst the working class. 

 

Ruby: True. Maybe a few words here and there but no real discussion or 

debate. Going back to what you said earlier, about the perceptions of feminism, 
I remember my aunties associated feminism with the Greenham Common 

women. 

 

Crystal: (animated) Yes, yes!!! That was it. Your aunties could be seen as a 

kind of template for working class perception of the time, about those who 
wore the feminist badge. 

 



Ruby: Hasn't changed much, has it Mama. 

 

Crystal: I'm afraid it hasn't, dearest Ruby (a few moments pause) but we 

keep going. We seem happier with the term freedom fighter, than we do with 
the word feminist. You keep going Ruby Gayle – we're behind you. 

 

Ruby: I shall, I shall. With the guidance of Jah - and people such as you, I 

shall. Just got to keep my eye on the Lighthouse: the one standing in Una 
Marson Cove. 

 

Crystal: Me too... so after the Cosmopolitan, what next? 

 
Ruby: Her first stint in London. Where the founder became a joiner. She joined 

the International Alliance of Women, said to be the oldest international 

women's organisation. She joined the British Commonwealth League, another 

pioneering women's project, founded in 1925. Sisterhood because it’s 

necessary; sisterhood as insulation from the cold English streets. Her network 
included the Women's Freedom League – and the Women's Peace Crusade. 

During the First World War, the Women's Freedom League refused to contribute 

to the recruitment campaign. Thousands attended rallies held in such cities as 

Glasgow, Leeds and Leicester, organised by the Women's Peace Crusade. She  
was invited to speak here and there, such as at the Women's International 

League Conference, held in London, in 1934. 

 

Crystal: As well as the comradeship, I guess she got a little sista sustenance 
too – good for her; as I remember you saying in the last interview, that she'd 

go home sometimes - crying, distraught. 

 

Ruby: Yes, loneliness languished at her door... then in 1935, she is asked by a 
Jamaican organisation – the Women's Social Club – to speak at the 

International Alliance of Women for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship in Istanbul. 

It was a great speech, highlighting aspects of Jamaican life; calling for support 

for children born out of wedlock, fairer wages for women workers, enhanced 

domestic hygiene: for widespread awareness, of life under colonial domination. 
Her speech is said to have electrified the assembled - enhancing her activist 

reputation. 

 

Crystal: She was given the opportunity – and rose to the occasion. Where to 
now, after Istanbul? 

 

Ruby: Back to homeland Jamaica, where the joiner becomes a founder again. 

In 1936, alongside other stalwarts such as Mary Morris-Knibb and Amy Bailey, 
she co-founded the Jamaica Women's Liberal Club. This initiative organised 

educational programmes, lectures – and delivered social work in the Kingston 

ghettos. 

 

Crystal: She saw what had to be done – and done it. 
 

Ruby: Definitely. She was never going to be a bystander – a watcher of the 



waves. She didn't fear getting her feet wet. 

 

Crystal: She had become accustomed to trodding, where others feared to 

tread. 
 

Ruby: Yes. The year following the formation of the JWLC, she became an early 

supporter/contributor of Public Opinion, a weekly magazine. This became her 

new feminist forum, as well as her lectern - from which she spoke about a wide 
variety of issues affecting the poorer communities. Even in her reporting of the 

island-wide labour unrest of 1938, such as her articles in the Jamaica Standard, 

she focused on the now legendary female participation. About how the women 

were not frightened to get into the thick of things; about those trapped in 
police fire and those flinging rocks and stones – the spiritual descendents of 

Nanny Maroon. 

 

Crystal: Never thought of it like that – but yes, they were. Like Sisters of the 

Order of the Blue Mountains. 
 

Ruby: Like Solitude in Guadalope – and Queen Mary in St Croix. 

 

Crystal: And if I remember correctly, Solitude was pregnant - when she took 
up arms against slavery! 

 

Ruby: What a fantastic legacy we come from. 

 
Crystal: Without a doubt! Where to next, my brilliant tour guide. 

 

Ruby: To Haifa – Israel: to the last year of her life. She continued her women's 

advocacy, through her projects and journalism – whether in Jamaica, England 
or America. Then in 1964, via the Israeli representative in Kingston, she was 

invited to attend a gathering of female leaders; at the Mount Carmel 

International Training Centre for Community Services in Haifa – to be folowed 

by a conference in Jerusalem. This was partly due to her pioneering work for 

JamSave – the Jamaica Save The Children Fund. The seminar focused on what 
most concerned women and children in the areas of housing, health and 

education. The Jarrett-Macauley biography informs us that the agenda of the 

Jerusalem conference was 'peace and development'. Sista Una spoke at this 

Holy Land gathering. Her invitation to the two events came from the then 
Foreign Minister, the celebrated Golda Meir. 

 

Crystal: Wow! That's a name I haven't heard in awhile – Golda Meir. 

 
Ruby: Yes. And, impressed with the centre that Golda Meir had founded, she 

took a three month contract to work there as a house mother – even though 

she was poor in health. 

 

Crystal: As they say, you can't keep a good woman down! What would you 
like to say in conclusion, about her feminism? 

 



Ruby: Well... that she continued her work for JamSave until her passing, 

supporting mothers and building play centres: endeavouring to stock them 

with toys, books, art materials and instruments. 

 
Crystal: She was beautiful, in the truest sense of the word. 

 

Ruby: I second that. 

 
Crystal: If heaven exists, surely there's a special place for her there. 

 

Ruby: Yes – where the children like to play. 

 
Crystal: Amen. Once again we're indebted to you. 

 

Ruby: I'm indebted to you - and your listeners - for providing me with such a 

supportive apprenticeship. Give thanks (she raises her hands and clasps 

them, while bowing her head). 
 

Crystal: Texts, emails and messages have been coming in – there's been an e-

avalanche! (they both laugh). From a very wide range of commentary. 

You've opened up the discussion on feminism! Yes! Go Ruby Gayle – and don't 
stop (Ruby blows her a kiss). (Away from Ruby) So to finish, dear 

listeners here's a request from our Bringer of the Gems. Ruby, we love you. 

 

Ruby: I love Community FM – especially you, Mama Crystal. 
 

We hear the strong female voices and rhythm, of the AbaKush song, 

Truth and Rights. They embrace ; then caught in the song – delivery, 

lyric and music – they  dance. 
 

 

The End 
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