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Storyteller: He sat with Stalin; then thought again – and did not sit with him any 

more. He sat with Nkrumah; becoming his friend and advisor, for the remainder of his 

days. 
 

 

         Voices (chant): Arouca, 
                                  Got to talk with you Arouca. 

                                  It seems you've lost your brother; 

                                  You've forgotten to remember. 
                   Spoken: Time to reclaim, 

                                  Overdue acclaim. 

                                  Paint his name above every door; 

                                  In celebration of George Padmore. 
 

 

Storyteller: He was given a state funeral in Ghana, where Nkrumah wept. In 
Trinidad, no street or square is named for him. How will the children learn? Where will 

their heroes come from? 

 
 

         Voices (sung): Village of Tortuga, 

                                  Caves called Las Cueva. 

                                  He knew of the saga; 
                                  The havens of the runner. 

                   Spoken: He knew the history,    

                                  Local map of slavery. 
                                  The spark that lit his flame; 

                                  Those who ran to disclaim. 

 
  

Storyteller: Born in Barbados, nurtured in Trinidad. There must be something in the 

water, or the air of Arouca - for both Henry Sylvester Williams and CLR James, were 

raised in that village also. Cyril James and George Padmore were boyhood friends. 
After local schooling and first foray into journalism – with the Trinidad Guardian, he 

left for further study in America. From Fisk, to the Law School at New York University, 

to Howard. But he did not complete his studies, because the spark became inflamed. 
 

 

II 

 
 

         Voices (sung): In his time at Fisk, 

                                  He met Nigerian Zik; 
                                  First verse of camaraderie. 

                                    Set up the A.S.O. 

                                    For African kowtow -  
                                    To African sovereignty. 
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Storyteller: Sometime around this time; I cannot say for certain when, he took the 
path he stayed on for a few years. At the crossroads of decision, he chose 

Communism. 

 
And so, in New York, began the monumental journalism, that he became renowned 

for. Beginning with the the Workers' Party mainstay, the Daily Worker; as well as 

editing the Negro Champion, newspaper of the American Negro Labour Congress. 

 
Soon others felt the glow from his flame. Impressed with his speaking and 

organisational brilliance, he became a chosen delegate to conferences. A national one 

in New York; an international one in Moscow. 
 

So came the days, of sitting beside Stalin. Remaining in Moscow after the conference, 

he headed the Negro Bureau, of the Red International of Labour Unions. Voted onto 
the Moscow Soviet, he listened and had his say, alongside Josef Stalin. 

 

 

         Voices (chant): In his Moscow muse, 
                                   Wrote for the daily News -  

                                   An English language newspaper. 

                                   A respected figure, 
                                   Whose aura grew bigger, 

                                   Defending International Labour. 

 

 
Storyteller: As his compatriot, the aforementioned Henry Sylvester Williams, 

organised the first Pan-African conference, which took place in London, in 1900; in 

1930, George Padmore convened the first international Black labour conference. 
Organised from Vienna, where he'd gone to live after his Muscovite sojourn, the 

gathering took place in Hamburg. 

 
 

         Voices (chant): Set up the Negro Worker, 

                                   Became it's first editor; 

                                   Published in Germany. 
                                   Through all the surveillance, 

                                   Continued interference. 

                                   A lamplight for the colonies. 
 

 

Storyteller: He wrote his first great book, 'Life and Times of Negro Toilers'. It's a 
record of the sufferers, in Africa and the Americas. Subsequently banned - here, there 

and everywhere. 

 

With the onslaught of Nazism, the offices of the Negro Worker were burnt down. He 
was arrested and imprisoned. After a few months, he was deported to England. 

 

 
III 

  

 
Storyteller: And so began the London chapter.  



 

Connections to the West African Students Union, that powerhouse of liaison, between 

activists worldwide; especially between those of West Africa - and Western Europe. 
   

 

         Voices (chanted):  He broke with Moscow, 
                                       For lessening the blow, 

                                       Crashing on imperialisms' head. 

                                       Left the Comintern crew, 

                                       Decision overdue, 
                                       Found long-time allies instead. 

  

 
Storyteller: A time of African comradeship......... 

 

 
         1st Voice (four lines chanted): Here comes Kenyatta, 

         Voices: Coming from Kenya. 

         2nd Voice: Here comes Nkrumah, 

         Voices: Coming from Ghana. 
 

 

Storyteller: A time of African-Caribbean comradeship.... 
 

 

         1st Voice (four lines chanted): Here comes Ras Makonnen, 

         Voices: Born in Guyana, 
         2nd Voice: Here comes Amy Ashwood Garvey, 

         Voices: Born in Jamaica. 

 
 

Storyteller: During Fascist aggression, they fought for Ethiopia, in a distant trench; 

through the International African Friends of Abyssinia. Organising protests and raising 
funds. This became the International African Service Bureau. With the organisation, 

came the newspaper – International African Opinion. One of my favourite aspects of 

it's advocacy, was it's support for adult literacy provision. 

 
 

         Voices: Ras Makonnen 

         1st Voice: Established a bookshop 
         2nd Voice: Cafes and restaurants 

         Voices: And a publishing house. 

         1st Voice: Became a great funder 
         2nd Voice: Crucial team player 

         Voices: Georgetown to Manchester. 

 

 
Storyteller: We shall come back to Manchester later. Now, I must mention two of his 

literary efforts. I sometimes wonder how he had time to write books and pamphlets; 

with all the meetings, lectures, journalism, editing, correspondence and travel. In 
1936, came 'How Britain Rules Africa'. This was followed the following year, by 'Africa 

and World Peace'. 

 
The fanning of the flame, bought the flow of articles. Contributing to newspapers and 



journals, in such countries as Panama, Belize, Jamaica and Bermuda – as well as 

Trinidad, England, America and Burma. His articles were featured in London published 

newspapers, such as the New Leader, organ of the Independent Labour Party; Voice 
of Africa, paper of the Bureau of African Affairs. Supporting the struggle of the toilers 

in his homeland, he was published in sources such as the People - and the Vanguard, 

the newspaper of the Trinidad Oilfield Workers' Trade Union. 
  

 

         1st Voice ( four lines chanted): Crisis in America 

         2nd Voice: Tribune in Panama 
         1st Voice: Independent in Belize 

         2nd Voice: Peoples' Voice in Jamaica. 

  
 

Storyteller: In his fight against imperialism, he made links with those from other 

continents, sharing sagas of the colonised. Time with K.D. Kumria; time with Krishna 
Menon. 

  

 

         1st Voice (eight lines chanted): Here comes  Kumria 
         2nd Voice: Here comes Surat Alley  

         1st Voice: A paper called New Vision 

         2nd Voice: Through N.Gangulee 
         1st Voice:  Activists from Asia 

         2nd Voice:  Allies old and new 

         1st Voice:  There in Swaraj House 

         2nd Voice:  Padmore met Nehru 
 

 

Storyteller: In 1944, through Cyril, Kwame met George. And the rest they say is 
history. From mentor to advisor – to Ghanaian Independence. 

 

 
         Voices (sung): A truly monumental day, 

                                 When George met Kwame. 

                                 Ghana, Ghana; 

                                 Blessed by their interplay. 
 

 

Storyteller: For the rest of this telling, the names Padmore and Nkrumah will 
intertwine here and there. Let's go back to Manchester now - to a legendary 

gathering. 

There is a red plaque, on a sand-coloured wall. It mentions the names, Ras 
Makonnen, Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta, Amy Garvey, W. E. DuBois and George 

Padmore. Six of the luminaries, who attended what has become known as the Fifth 

Pan-African Congress, held in Chorlton Town Hall, Manchester; October 15th – 21st, 

1945. 
 

 

         Voices: They came from all over Africa 
                       And it's diaspora. 

          1st Voice: Peter Abrahams came 

          2nd Voice: From South Africa 
          1st  Voice: Dr Milliard 



          2nd Voice: Born in Guyana 

          1st  Voice: O. Awolowo  

          2nd Voice: Came from Nigeria 
          1st  Voice: And from Malawi  

          2nd Voice: Came Hastings Banda 

 
 

Storyteller: Issac Wallace-Johnson of Sierra Leone came, representing the West 

African Youth League. The Sri Lankan activist, Tikiri Subasinghe came too. Surat Alley 

was there also, heading the Indian delegation. They named DuBois as chairman, in 
tribute to the previous four congresses that he'd convened or influenced. At seventy-

seven, he was the grand old man of the struggle. Two of the co-ordinating figures, of 

this international endeavour, through the Pan-African Federation, were the new double 
act, of Padmore and Nkrumah. This august gathering, stimulated one and all; 

especially Banda, Kenyatta and Nkrumah, who went on to lead their respective 

countries (Malawi, Kenya and Ghana), to Independence. 
 

 

Storyteller: He wrote for the Gold Coast Spectator, as well as the Ashanti Pioneer. 

Although he sometimes grumbled, about time expended on journalism, he knew that 
he was read more through newspapers, than through books; so the flow of articles 

had to continue – crucial item in his kitbag. 

 
 

IV 

 

 
Storyteller: Before I go any further, lest I forget, let me mention Dorothy - Dorothy 

Pizer. With individual histories of activism, they shared the dream of Pan-Africanism. 

As she had been active before Padmore, she remained so after his physical passing; 
continuing in her role as a newspaper editor, in Accra. The ally, soulmate, confidant 

and partner, of Padmore; we shall remember her, for all that she done. 

 
         Voices: She was the chef who learnt the dishes  

         1st Voice: Of West Africa  

         2nd Voice: And the Caribbean 

         1st Voice: Feeding the many visitors  
         2nd Voice: From St Vincent to Liberia 

         Voices (chanted): Oo laaa, la la la la 

 
 

         Voices: She was the secretary 

         1st Voice: Typing articles 
         2nd Voice: Proof reading books 

         1st Voice: The valued editor 

         2nd Voice: Great office manager 

         Voices (chanted): Oo laaa, la la la la. 
  

 

          Voices: She was the linguist 
          1st Voice: Aiding the struggle 

          2nd Voice: Enhancing communication. 

          1st  Voice: The blessed translator 
          2nd Voice: God-sent interpreter 



          Voices (chanted): Oo laaa, la la la la. 

 

          Voices (sung): Dorothy, 
                                  We shall remember you. 

                                  Great all-rounder, 

                                  The perfect helper; 
                                  Remember we love you too. 

                                  Oo laaa, la la la la. 

 

                          
V 

              

 
In 1951, Padmore was a guest of Nkrumah; the day he was sworn in, as Leader of 

Government Business, in the Gold Coast colony – stepping stone to Independence. He 

moved there with Dorothy, in 1957, when asked by Nkrumah, to be his Advisor on 
African Affairs, in the new government of Ghana. George Padmore, co-architect, of the 

Independence edifice. They dreamt the dream of the same blueprint. A template for 

Africa, designed in Ghana. 

 
He organised conferences, undertook a good will tour through Africa. He lectured 

widely, wrote articles, authored books. If Ghana is the first, then there must be 

others. Let us try and help the others along.  
 

         Voices (sung): He sang of Kumasi, 

                                  He sang of Accra. 

                                Of the Western regions, 
                                Of sub-Sahara -  

                                Serenading Africa. 

 
 

Storyteller: From that day they met in 1944, it seems like they began to plan for 

that day - 6th March, 1957. 
 

 

          Voices (sung): He sang of Freetown, 

                                   He sang of Addis Ababa. 
                                   Those at home 

                                   Those in diaspora, 

                                   Serenading Africa. 
 

 

At his passing, two years after Independence, Nkrumah had his ashes flown back to 
Ghana, after he'd died In London, where he'd gone for treatment. After his death, 

Nkrumah said of him ''One day the whole of Africa will surely be free and united and 

when the tale is told, the significance of Padmore's work will be revealed''.  

 
 

         Voices: Many forgotten, 

                      Ignorant of some -  
                      A few we know. 

                      In Grenada 

                      They remember, 
                      Theo Marryshow. 



              

              

         Voices: They remember, 
                      Anton de Kom -  

                      Surinam colony. 

                      In Jamaica 
                      They recall, 

                      Marcus Mosiah Garvey. 

 

 
Storyteller: Trinidad, it makes me sad; that you are no longer warmed by the one 

inflamed. Who put out the light , before the children had the opportunity, to be 

entranced by it? Who dampened the passion? Who will sit at his hearth, stirring the 
embers? 

 

 
         Voices (sung): We shall remember him, 

                                  Emblazon his name. 

                                  Write it together, 

                                  Raising it higher; 
                                  Guardians of the flame. 

                                  We shall remember him, 

                                  Knight of Arouca. 
                                  He fought the dragon, 

                                  Of greed and aggression; 

                                  A flame against the fire. 
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