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Ruby and Crystal are rocking with laughter, in the Community FM radio station studio. Then 
Crystal breaks off, as airtime commences... 
 
Crystal: Good afternoon, dear listeners. And this part of the afternoon is going to be very good, 
because as you know, we have the wonderful Ruby Gayle with us. (turning to Ruby) On behalf of 
those listening, it's great to welcome you back, Ruby. 
 
Ruby: Thank you Mama Crystal. 
 
Crystal: Eh! I like that – Mama Crystal! 
 
Ruby: It's fitting, because you've cared for and nurtured me, over the last few months. You've 
guided me through this media exposure. So you're my Mother of the Airwaves! 
 
Crystal: Ahhh! That's beautiful. It's been a pleasure to support you. If I'm your Mother of the 
Airwaves, then you must be my Bringer of the Gems (they both laugh). 
 
Ruby: I hope so. As you know, I love coming here – and the feedback is always beautiful. You're 
truly honoured, to have such a warm audience. 
 
Crystal: I know. They bless me every afternoon. I leave the studio, with an extra bounce in my step. 
 
Ruby: As I do, when I come here. 
 
Crystal: Amen! (They both laugh) So. I know there was a good response to your first Gazette article. 
My daughter intends to quote from it, in her project on Black Women Journalists. Talking of the 
article is apt, as today's Una Marson interview, will focus on her journalism. Going back to your 
article, that's a great photograph of her - surrounded by such luminaries as George Orwell and T.S. 
Eliot. So listeners, if you google Una Marson and go to Images, you'll see this classic photograph – 
as she should be, amongst the celebrated. 
 
Ruby: Of course! Where else would our great sister be? (They both laugh) 
 
Crystal: So where and when, did she first enter the field of journalism? 
 
Ruby: In Kingston, in 1926, when she was twenty-one. 
 
Crystal: Why did she decide to enter journalism? 
 
Ruby: To be honest Mama, I think she was bored! She'd been involved in social activism, initially 
through the Salvation Army, then through the recently opened Kingston YMCA; but her 
professional work as a secretary, began to leave her yearning for more. Then came the timely offer 
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- as assistant editor, for the Jamaica Critic, a monthly perodical. The biography of her, by Delia 
Jarrett-Macauley, gives me the impression that she was somewhat straitjacketed, as far as the 
subject matter of her contributions. It was these restrictions, which led to the forming of the 
Cosmopolitan. But before we speak of that milestone, I'd like to mention another female 
journalistic pioneer – Mary Ann Shadd. When she co-founded the Provincial Freeman newspaper, 
in Ontario, in 1853, this teacher, educator, abolitionist and lawyer, became the first female 
newspaper editor, in North America. She left America for Canada, after the passing of the 1850 
Fugitive Slave Act. This heroine of mine, went on to study and receive a law degree, at the age of 
sixty. But like Una, it was counteraction to restriction that moved her to act independently. No 
longer willing to abide by the editorial policy of the Bibbs - founders of Voice of the Fugitve (1951), 
the first Black newspaper in Canada - she left to establish the Provincial Freeman. 
 
Crystal: Wow! I'll have to remember that name. Did you say Mary Ann Shadd? 
 
Ruby: Yes. Or Mary Ann Shadd Cary. 
 
Crystal: And she got a degree when she was sixty! 
 
Ruby: Yes. Another heroine of mine, the  pioneering teacher/educator/writer, Anna Julia Cooper, 
who also wrote articles for newspapers and journals, was awarded her third degree, from the 
Sorbonne, in 1925, when she was sixty-five – writing her dissertation in French! 
 
Crystal: Amazing! That's a reminder listeners – that you're never too old to enter a classroom. 
 
Ruby: True. What a great legacy we come from. We'll touch on Anna Cooper again, in the session 
on feminism.  So after what we might call her 'newspaper apprenticeship' at the Jamaica Critic - 
with the founding of the Cosmopolitan, she became the first female editor in Jamaica, in 1928. 
 
Crystal: How old was she? 
 
Ruby: Twenty three. 
 
Crystal: Sista Una wasn't messing around! (They both laugh). 
 
Ruby: Definitely not! She was the same age I am now. 
 
Crystal: How often did it come out? 
 
Ruby: It was a monthly. 
 
Crystal: Oh yes, you did say that! So she wasn't happy with the editorial policy at Jamaica Critic. 
Tell us, what were the major, or important tenets of the Cosmopolitan? 
 
Ruby: Well, paramount, was her feminism. But we'll be looking at that in the next session, so I'll 
save that part of its content for that time. But another important feature, which first surfaced in 
the Cosmopolitan – and which was to appear in her BBC broadcasting career, such as in Caribbean 
Voices, was her nurturing of Jamaican/Caribbean literary talent. This is another reason why my 
grandfather held her in such high esteem. All her journalism, expounded the belief that Jamaica 
should make its literature, a bedrock of its nation. That the country should know and feel proud of 



its literary talent. That it should be a precious resource for national development. We'll be looking 
at her creativity in the last interview. Her magazine supported literary initiatives such as the 
Jamaica Poetry League, which counted amongst its membership, a fellow social activist, the 
teacher and educator Amy Bailey: who came from a family of teachers. Amy Bailey is another one 
of my heroines. 
 
Crystal: Sounds like Sista Una was a national resource herself! 
 
Ruby: Believe it! 
 
Crystal: So there was her feminism and literary support. Any other specific issues, she highlighted? 
 
Ruby: Whatever was important to the general community. As well as the channel for her thinking, 
it became her weapon of choice. She fought for the enhancing of local infrastructure, such as the 
street lighting; more access to education; improved housing – and more female representation, in 
the official planning process. One outstanding aspect of the Cosmopolitan, was its support of 
Marcus Garvey. 
 
Crystal: I guess that was another reason your grandfather honoured her 
 
Ruby: Definitely Mama. When they deported him from America, he had a rough time fighting the 
system in Jamaica - they even jailed him. Don't forget, it was still a colonised country, with minimal 
black representation. At a time when he was largely dismissed she championed him. She saw the 
essence, she shared the objective. Just like with early Rasta, she saw what others did not see. But 
worn down, wounded, he left Jamaica, never to return – dying in London. 
 
Crystal: Yes, that was a rather deflated end, to such a brilliant life. 
 
Ruby: His leaving Jamaica and the reason why, was history repeating itself; the island's non-
embrace of his thinking. He'd founded the UNIA in Jamaica, but it was only when leaving Jamaica 
and going to America, that it developed and flourished – becoming the phenomenon we know it 
was. 
 
Crystal: Phenomonal is the word; especially when we think of the inflence it had on pioneering 
figures of African Independance, such as Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana – and Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya. 
So her magazine must have been a real tour de force, in Jamaican life at the time. 
 
Ruby: Yes, I think it was. But with the economic onslaught from the Depression and the advertisers 
apparent wish for, what we might call, more mainstream content - three years after it's founding, 
the last issue came out, in April, 1931. 
 
Crystal: But that's a victory in itself - staying afloat for three years. 
 
Ruby: Definitely. And she was the first. 
 
Crystal: As we're going to talk more of the Cosmopolitan in the next session, let's move on to her 
next chapter in journalism. What and where was it? 
 
Ruby: At the Keys in Peckham. 



 
Crystal (exclaiming): In Peckham! 
 
Ruby: Yes Mama, right here in London – starting 1933. 
 
Crystal: I knew she had lived here – but didn't know it was in Peckham! Anyway, what made her 
come here in the first place? 
 
Ruby: Restlessness, I think. I get the impression that at that time in her life, Jamaica seemed 
somewhat limiting. She needed to step out, to step on. So she docked in Plymouth, in July 1932.  
 
Crystal: Just her on her own? 
 
Ruby: Yes. She made the decision on her own – and followed it through. 
 
Crystal: I would expect nothing less of her! From your previous visits here, we're getting a picture 
of a real go-getter. A doer as well as a talker. But tell us, why Peckham? 
 
Ruby: It was where she found lodgings - in the Moody home. For those out there who know 
Peckham, this four-story Victorian house was located on Queen's Road. 
Crystal: My cousin used to live in Deptford! I'll ask her if she knows Queen's Road. So who were 
the Moodys? 
 
Ruby: Harold Moody was a Jamaican, who studied to be a doctor, at Kings College, here in London. 
Due to raciscm, he was refused work after he qualified; so he set up his own practice – which 
became successful - from the large house he bought in Queen's Road. He married an English nurse, 
who he'd met during his years of study. They had six children. 
 
Crystal: So if the place was Peckham, what was the Keys? 
 
Ruby: The Keys was the in-house journal of the League of Coloured Peoples, which Harold Moody 
co-founded, in 1931. He became the leading figure, of this civil rights organisation, which had the 
support of more well known activists, such as CLR James and the aforementioned Jomo Kenyatta.  
 
Crystal: Names such as James and Kenyatta, pop up here and there, throughout the UK saga. 
 
Ruby: Yes, alongside others such as George Padmore and Amy Ashwood Garvey. 
 
Crystal: Ah! Amy Ashwood Garvey - that's a name we need to recall and celebrate. 
 
Ruby: That's true Mama Crystal. She was part of that great coterie of Pan Africanists that gathered 
and fought in London. 
 
Crystal: And these were some of the people Sista Una met, due to her work for the LCP - the 
League of Coloured Peoples. 
 
Ruby: Yes. She had a year searching for secretarial work – for which she was qualified – but was 
denied employment due to raciscm. So after that dismal year she ended up using her stenographic 
and office skills working for the LCP. Her work included organising the social diary, liason with other 



organisations – and networking with educational institutions. Due to her evident talents and past 
experience, she became the editor of the Keys, contributing articles and poems. 
 
Crystal: I was going to ask how her life was, as a black person, especially a woman, in 1930s 
England. 
 
Ruby: It was hardcore. Her unsuccessful search for work, gives some indication of her exisistence 
here. She would often go back to the Moody house, crying, distraught, after a day trudging the wet 
and unwelcoming streets. Her biographer Delia Jarrett-Macauley said that ‘‘she dreaded going out''. 
In one of her poems, published in the Keys, called Nigger, she tells of children in the street taunting 
her, chanting the title of the poem. 
 
Crystal: She would have been seen as a real oddity. I can imagine people stopping in the street and 
staring – fingers pointing. The Queen's Road residence must have become like a sanctuary to her – 
a transferable haven when she went to LCP events. 
 
Ruby: Yes, for the first time in her life, she must have known real loneliness, especially over that 
first year. 
 
Crystal: We know she felt it!...So how long did she remain as editor? 
 
Ruby: I think it was until she left for that League of Nations assignment in 1935, which we spoke of 
during the last interview. As far as I can gather she didn't write articles in this period as she was 
inundated with her work for the Ethiopian government. She appears to have resumed her 
journalism when she returned to Jamaica, in 1936 after her first breakdown. 
 
Crystal: I take it this was the period she wrote for the Daily Gleaner? 
 
Ruby: Yes, and for Public Opinion, founded the year of her return. 
She ran this magazine alongside two male friends of hers, one of which had previous journalistic 
experience. It became an influential organ, over the next twenty years  for her feminist thinking 
also which, as we've said, will be discussed next time. It had a wide range of subject matter, 
focusing on community issues, as well as arts and culture. Her weekly coloumn became a popular 
forum. She also wrote for a new newspaper, Jamaica Standard, founded in 1938, the year of 
Jamaican labour unrest. She reported on the strikes and the police reaction; about Bustamante 
and his trade union – and the investigative Moyne Commission. 
 
Crystal: So she was there in the thick of things! 
 
Ruby: Live and direct! (they share a laugh) 
 
Crystal: You mentioned community issues. Was there any particular issues that she campaigned for? 
 
Ruby: One I would like to mention is her co-founding of the Jamaica Save The Children Fund, 
commonly known as JamSave. She founded this crucial inititave, alongside the aforementioned 
Amy Bailey. As well as co-founding this project, she was integral to its fundraising. It was launched 
in 1938, with Sista Una as the first secretary. Through her journalism, she kept the nation updated 
on JamSave news. 
 



Crystal: She was a real soldier, wasn't she? 
 
Ruby: Yes, one of our finest. 
 
Crystal: As our time now comes to an end, what would you like to say in conclusion, about her 
journalism? 
 
Ruby: Well.... that she ended her journalism, where it had begun – in homeland Jamaica. Until the 
last year of her life, she continued to write for the national press, such as the Daily Gleaner. 
Fighting for a better Jamaica. 
 
Crystal: As always Ruby, you enchant and inform us. 
 
Ruby: Being here invigorates me. It's like stepping into a blessed cocoon. 
 
Crystal: Ahhh that's beautiful! Bless you. We look forward to your next visit, where we'll be looking 
at her feminism. By the way, loved your latest article in the Gazette, which as you know, came out 
yesterday: what a truly brave woman Ida Wells was. 
 
Ruby: Yes, like Harriet Tubman, one of the bravest. 
 
Crystal: I agree: Harriet Tubman was the epitome of bravery. We'll have to do a session about the 
women who contributed to the Underground Railroad. 
 
Ruby: Definitely! Just tell me when! 
 
Crystal: (turning away from Ruby) And to finish dear listeners, here's a request from our esteemed 
guest: Black Woman, by Judy Mowatt, of the I-Threes. 
 
Crystal: (turning back to Ruby) Ruby, my Bringer of Gems: on behalf of the Community FM 
listeners, I wish you God's protection and guidance, until we meet again. 
 
Ruby: I wish the same for you Mama Crystal -  and for all those who tune in. Ras Tafari. 
 
As they embrace and share a litte joke, we hear the voice of Judy Mowatt... 

 
 

The End 
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