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One of the descriptions under the word angel, in The Readers Digest dictionary 

says... 'A guardian spirit or guiding influence'. An apt description for Joel 

Augustus Rogers. While the Instigators of Inferiority, pulverised Black Dignity, 

he became the Wondrous Watchman, defending the Monuments of Africa. 
 

From the time of his 1917 classic, entitled From Superman to Man, he  began 

the dismantling, of the weaponry of white supremacy. This work featured a 

brilliantly written discourse, between a black porter and a white politician, on a 
train journey across America. Till his death in  1966, he was a relentless 

researcher and disseminator, of African history and Black achievement. 

 

Expounding the reasoning behind the writing of From Superman to Man, he 
said... ''I noticed that books alleging inherent Negro inferiority continued to 

appear. Dixon's Clansman had now been made into a flaming attack on 

Negroes in a motion picture, The Birth of a Nation. All of these, I felt, should 

be answered not with sentiment, as I noticed White friends of the Negro and 

the Negroes themselves were doing in the Chicago press, but with facts''. 
 

Born in Jamaica in 1883, resident in America from 1906, he was first employed 

as a teacher. But it was his job as a Pullman porter, that allowed him to 

traverse the country, undertaking research in libraries and archives. Through 
his work as a journalist, he was able to pass on his acquired knowledge, 

through some of the best-selling newspapers of African America. 

 

Disregarded by some, as a ''historian without portfolio'' – without a degree and 
university affiliation; acclaimed by others, such as the Harvard graduate 

William DuBois, who said of him...''No man living has revealed so many 

important facts about the Negro race as has Rogers''. 

 
His first New York articles appeared in the Harlem newspaper, The Messenger, 

founded by Asa Randolph and Chandler Owen; which also featured writings by 

Langston Hughes and longtime friend George Schuyler, who went on to co-edit 

the paper. These  articles formed a weekly feature on Black history, as did his 

later column, in the Pittsburg Courier, initially entitled 'Your History', later 
retitled 'Facts About The Negro'. They were illustrated by the artists George 

Lee and Samuel Milau. Due to it's syndication, it was read nationwide, by 

thousands in the Black communities. Luminaries such as William Hansberry, 

Amy Jacques-Garvey and Artuo Schomberg, were lauded in this column 
 

This popular journalist was also invited to write for  papers such as the Crisis 

(NACCP) and the Negro World (UNIA), inter alia. During youthful days, after 

family relocation to St. Ann's Bay from Negril, Joel Rogers met Marcus Garvey. 
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Their birthdays were four years apart. Later on, during their New York time, 

due to their mutual activism and respect, Rogers edited one of the Garvey 

publications, the Daily Negro Times. He covered his trial; then for the New 

York Amsterdam News, he interviewed him in Atlanta, during incarceration. 
 

In the mid and late twenties, without the advantages and support of academic 

attachment, he managed to undertake research in Europe. In 1935 and '36, he 

pursued further research abroad, in Egypt and Sudan. 
 

These visits were made possible, through his foreign correspondence 

assignments, for the Pittsburg Courier and the New York Amsterdam News. Via 

his Parisian base, he visited European cities, gathering information in specialist 
bookshops, museums, galleries, church archives and libraries – including that 

of the Vatican. During his European sojourn, he met and interviewed the poet 

Claude Mckay and the entertainer, Josephine Baker. 

 

A great manager of time, he wrote other books, between the portering, 
journalism, lecturing and research. Literature with the Uplift Labelling, Tales of 

the Proud Title; such as One Hundred Amazing Facts About The Negro, The 

Thrilling Story Of The Maroons, World's Great Men And Women of African 

Descent and Africa's Gift To America. 
 

Due to the lack of enthusiasm for African Studies at the time, these eulogies 

were mainly self-published. Determined to get the information out there, he 

accepted the minuscule financial returns. This is what he said about the saga 
of self-publishing...''Let me say that I've been in the game 26 years, have got 

no money out of it, and yet I would not do anything else. In fact, I may 

confess that I've been in perpetual debt to my printers, but I don't worry. My 

books are selling almost with no effort on my part, which brings in enough to 
keep the printers satisfied, and to get out anything I have on further credit''. 

 

His was a fervent story, of intake and outpouring. Through the New York 

Amsterdam News, he finally went to that country, of which he'd said.... 

''Ethiopians, that is Negroes, gave the world the first idea of right and wrong 
and thus laid the basis of religion and all true culture and civilization''. Blessed 

with two visits to that country, the first happened in 1930; when Prince Regent 

Ras Tafari, was crowned Emperor Haile Selassie I. As well as attending the 

ceremony, he was given the opportunity to interview the new Emperor. In 
gratitude to his representation, of African American media, Haile Selassie gave 

him the Coronation Medal. In 1936, he was back. Sent by the Pittsburgh 

Courier, he covered the Italo-Ethiopian War. General consensus seems to say 

that with this assignment he became the first black war correspondent. It was 
after this visit, that he wrote the book, 'Real Facts About Ethiopia'. 

 

He took information in, to pass it on. The beautiful inhaling and exhaling of 

knowledge. His accomplishments were amazing, when you think that he wasn't 

formally educated, further than the primary level. To further his researching 
skills, he taught himself four languages; Spanish, French, German and 

Portuguese. 



 

The epitome of endurance, in 1960 he said...''no Negro organisation has ever 

come forward to give me the least help. As you know I've received no 

scholarship or gifts. In all these years I haven't made a dollar I can call my 
own. Everything goes to the printer and for other expenses and how I've been 

able to carry on seems at times almost a miracle to me. I can't help feeling 

very much discouraged at times. Still it is easier to go ahead than to turn 

back''. 
 

You can see why his efforts and achievements were praised by figures such as 

Nnamdi Azikiwe, Carter Woodson and George Padmore. 

 
His fellow autodidact, Harlem resident and friend, the brilliant Hubert Harrison, 

who he applauded in his 1947 work, World's Great Men of Color II said of 

Superman to Man,.... ''it is the greatest book ever written in English on the 

Negroes by a Negro''.  

 
His widow tells us that at his physical passing, in 1966, he was still researching 

towards further writing. For six decades, through the fogs of indifference, he'd 

held the lamp; holding it aloft, for those who wanted to pass there. Like the 

Custodian of a Continent, Sentinel of the Sacred. He became the Wondrous 
Watchman; guarding the treasures of Africa. 
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