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Wordsmiths of War 

 
Over four Saturday afternoons, fifteen young people, encountered five journalists; in cities such as 
Berlin, Marrakech and the Vatican  
  
These men covered the segregated Black units, of World War Two. Disregarded by the White press, 
these soldiers’ experiences were celebrated by those pioneering journalists. Combatants such as 
Dorie Miller, acclaimed hero of Pearl Harbour - and Benjamin Davies Jnr, inspirational leader, of the 
Tuskegee Airmen. Let me take a few moments then, to tell you of three of the five. 
 
They met the Guyanese Rudolph Dunbar, who covered the Normandy Landings. As well as his 
journalistic skills there were his musical skills also. A world renowned clarinettist (who founded the 
world's first clarinet school), during wartime he became the first Black conductor of both the 
London and Berlin Philharmonic Orchestras. 
 
From Berlin to Marrekech to meet Ollie Stewart who reported on the Mediterranean theatre. He 
wrote of the contribution of the Tuskegee Airmen, the legendary Black pilots, to the conflict in that 
region. While in Marrakech, he interviewed the Black dancer and singer, Josephine Baker. During 
the war, as well as entertaining the troops, she nursed for the Red Cross and worked for the 
Resistance. She received the highest military honours from France. 
 
Back to Europe, to Vatican City to greet Roi Ottley, a best selling writer, who covered the people's 
execution of Mussolini as well as D-Day. During his wartime reporting, he became the first 
journalist to interview a Pope. Pope Pius spoke with respect and affection of the way the African 
American soldiers interacted with the Italian people. 
 

 

Students: Klaidi Osmani, Samma Karar and Marklan Lewis 

 
Throughout last October, fifteen youth from the Leys C.D.I. went to Ruskin College, Oxford, as part 
of the One Minute Silence project; where they worked towards an accredited course, designed and 
delivered by African School, entitled Wordsmiths Of War. 
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